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^Religion is for the man in humble life^ and to 
raife his nature^ and to put him in mind of a date 
in which the privileges of opulence will ceafe, when 
he will be equal by nature^ and may be more than 
equal by virtue. 

Burke On the French Revolution. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO TRIS AND THE PRECEDING 

VOLUME OF TALES, 



Xo improve the habits, and raife the prin- 
ciples of the common people, at a time 
when their dangers and temptations, moral 
and political, were multiplied beyond the 
example of any former period, was the 
motive which impelled the Author of thefe 
Tolumes to devifc and profecute the inftitu- 
tion of the Cheap Repofitory. This plan 
was eftabliflied with an humble wifli, not 
only to counteraft vice and profligacy on 
the one hand, but error, difcontent, and 
falfe religion on the other. And as an 
appetite for reading had, from a variety of 
caufes, been increafmg among the inferior 
ranks in this country, it was judged expe- 
dient, at this critical period, to fupply fuch 
8 wholefomc 
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Via • 'ADVERtlSEMENT. 

wholefome aliment as might give a new 
direftion to their tafte, and abate their 
relifli for thofe corrupt and inflammatory- 
publications which the confequences of the 
French Revolution have been fo fatally 
pouring in upon us. 

The fuccefs of the plan exceeded the 
moft fanguine expeftation of its projeftor* 
Above two millions of the Trails were fold 
within the firft year, befides very large 
numbers in Ireland ; and they continue to 
be very extenfively circulated, in their 
original form of fingle Trafts, by Evans, 
in Long-lane, Weft Smithfield, Hatchard 
in Piccadilly, and Hazard in Bath, as well as 
in three bound volumes fold by Rivington, 
Hatchard, and all other bookfellers. 

As thefe ftories, though principally^ are 
not calculated exclufively for the middle and 
lower clafles of fociety, the Author has, at 
the.defire of her friends, felefted thofe 
which were written by herfelf, and prefented 
them to the public in this colledion of her 
works, in an enlarged and improved form. 

THE 



THE 



SHEPHERD OJF SALISBURT PLAIN. 



JVIr.. Johnson, a very worthy charitable 
.gentleman, was travelling fome time ago 
acrofs one of thofe vaft plains which are 
well known in Wiltfliire. It was a fine 
furamer^s evefting, and he rode flowly that 
he might have leifure to admire God in the 
works of his. creation. For this gentleman 
was of opinion, that a walk or a ride was 
as proper a time as any to think about good 
things ; for which teafon, onfuch occafions, 
he feldom.thought fo much about his mo- 
ney, or his trade, or public news, as at 
other times, that he might with more eafe 
and fatisfaftion enjoy the pious thoughts 
which the wonderful works of the great 
VOL. V. B Maker 



1 THE SHEPHERD 

Maker of heaven and earth are mtended to 
raife in the mind* 

As this ferene contemplation of the vi- 
fible heavens infenfibly lifted up his mind 
from the works of God in nature, to die 
fame God as he is feen in revelation; it 
occurred to him that this very connexion 
was clearly intimated by the Royal Pro- 
phet in the nineteenth pfalm. That moft 
beautiful defcription of the greatnefa and 
power of God exhibited ip the former part, 
plainly fecming intended to introduce, illuf* 
trate, and unfold the operatbns of the 
word and fpirit of God on the heart in the 
latter. And he began to rua a parallel in 
his own mind between the effdfts of that 
highly poetical and glowing pifture of the 
material fun in fearching and vrarming the 
earth, in the firft fix verfes, and the fpiritual 
operation attributed to the ^ law of God,'* 
which fills up the remaining part of the 
pfalm. And he perfuaded himfelf that the 
divine fpirit which diftated this fine hymn, 
had left it as a kind of general intimation 

ta 



OF SALISBURY PLAIN. 3 

to what ufe we were to convert our admi- 
ration of created things ; namely, * that we 
might be led by a fight of them to raife 
our views from the kingdom of nature to 
that of grace, and that the contemplation 
of God in his works might draw us to 
contemplate him in his word. 

In the midft of thefe refle£lions, Mr. 
Johnfon's attention was all of a fudden 
called off" by the barking of a Shepherd's 
dog, and looking up he fpied one of thofe 
little huts, which are here and there to be 
feen on thofe great downs ; and near it was 
the Shepherd himfelf bufily employed with 
his dog in coUeding together his vait flock 
of iheep. As he drew nearer, he per- 
ceived him to be a clean, well looking, poor 
man, near fifty years of age. His coat, 
though at firft it had probably been of one 
dark colour, had been in a long courfe of 
years fo often patched with difFerient forts of 
cloth,' thit it was now become hard to fay 
which had been the original colour. But 
B 2 this. 



4 fHE SHE?HERfe 

this, while It gave a plain proof of the Shep'-^ 
herd's poverty, equally proved the es^- 
ceeding neatnefs, induftry, and good 
management of his wife. His (lockings no 
lefs proved her good houfewifery, for they 
Xvere entirely coveted with dams of differ- 
ent coloured worfted, but had not a hole in 
them ; and his (hirt, though nearly as 
coarfe as the fails of a fhip, was as white as 
the drifted fnow, and was neatly mended 
where time had either made a rent, ot 
worn it thm. This furniflies a rule of 
judging, by which one Ihall feldom be de- 
ceived. If I meet with a labourer, hedging, 
ditching, ot mending the highways with his 
ftockings and fliitt tight and whole, how- 
ever mean and bad his other garments arei 
I have feldom failed, on vifitmg his cottage, 
to find that alfo clean and^well ordered, 
and his wife notable, and worthy of en- 
couragement. Whereas a poor woman, 
who will be lying a-bed, or goffiping with 
her neighbours when flie ought to be fitting 

out 



OV SALISBURY PLAIN. 5 

out h^ hufband in a cleanly manner, will 
feldom be found to be very good in other 
refpeds. 

This was not the cafe with our Shep- 
herci: and Mr. Johnfon was not mor-e 
ft ruck with the decency of his mean and 
frugal drefs, than with his open honeft coun- 
tenance, which bore ftrong marks of health, 
cheerfulnefs, and fpirit. 

Mr. Johnfon, who was on a journey, arid 
fomewhat fearful from the appearance of 
the (ky, that rain was at no great diftance, 
accofted the Shepherd with afking what fort 
of weather he thought it would be 013^ the 
morrow. *^ It will be fuch weather as 
^' pleafes me,'* anfwered the Shepherd. 
Though the anfwer was delivered in the 
mildeft and moft civil tone that could be ima- 
gined, the gentleman thought the words 
themfelyes rather rude and furly, and afked 
him how that could be. " Becaufe,** re- 
plied the Shepherd, " it will be fuch weather 
** as fhall pleafe God, and whatever pleafes 
^^ him always pleafes me.'* 

B3 ^^ 



6 THE SHEPHERD 

Mr. Johnfon, who delighted in good 
men and good things, was very well £attis- 
fied with his reply. For he juftly thought 
that though an hypocrite may eafily con- 
trive to appear better than he really is to a 
ftrang^r; and that no one fliould be too 
foon trufted, merely for having a few good 
words in his mouth ; yet as he knew that 
'^ out of the abundance of the heart the 
** mouth Ipeaketh ;" he always accuftomed 
himfelf to judge favourably of thofe who 
had a ferious deportm^it and folid manner 
of fpeaking. It looks as if it proceeded 
&om a good habit, faid he, and though I 
may now and then be deceived by it, yet it 
has not often happened to me to be fo. 
Whereas if a man accofts me with an idle, 
diffolute, vulgar, indecent, or prophane ex- 
preffion, I have never been deceived in him, 
but have generally on kiquiry found his 
cfaarader to be as bad as his language gave 
me room to cxpeft. 

He entered into converfation with the 
Shepherd in the following manner: — - 

« Yours 



OF SALISBURY PLAIN. 7 

"Yours is a troublcfotne life, honeft 
« friend," faid he.—" To be fure, fir," 
replied the Shepherd, *' 'tis not a very Islzj 
** life ; but 'tis not near fo toilfome as that 
** which my Great Master led for my 
** fake ; and he had every ftate and condi- 
" tiott of life at his choice, and c/j()fe a hard 
^* one ; while I only fubmit to the lot that 
" is appointed me/* — " You are expofed 
^ to great cold and heat," faid the gentle- 
man j—" true, fir," faid the fhepherd; 
*' but then I am not expofed to great tempts 
** ations ; and fo throwing one thing againfl: 
^^ another, God is pleafed to contrive to 
" make things more equal than we poor, 
*• ignorant, fliort-fighted creatures, are apt 
** to think. David was happier when he 
** kept his father's flicep on fuch a plain as 
** this, and employed in finging fome of 
♦* his own pfalms perhaps, than ever he 
** was when he became king of Ifrael and 
** Judah. And I dare fay we fhould never 
** have had fome of the moft beautiful 
^^ texts in all thofe fine Pfalms, if be had 
B 4 "not 



S THE SHEPHERD 

5? not been a fliepherd, which enabled him 
" to make fo many fine comparifons and 
^* fimilitudes, as one may fay, from country 
?* life, flocks of fhcep, hills, and vallies, 
^^ fields of corn, and fountains of water/' 
: " You think then,'* faid the gentleman, 
," that a laborious life is a happy one.** — 
** I do, fir, and more fo efpeci'ally, as it 
5' expofes a man to fewer fins. If king 
** Saul had continued a poor laborious man 
"to the end of his days, he might have 
** lived happy and honeft, and died a natu- 
*^ ral death in his bed at laft, which you 
f* know, fir, was more than he did. But 
*' I fpeak with reverence, for it was divine 
" Providence overruled all that, you know, 
'* fir, and I do not prefume to make com- 
5* parifons. Befides, fir, my employment 
" has been particularly honoured — ^Mofes 
5* was a fliepherd in the plains of Midian. 
?* It was to ' fliepherds keeping their flocks 
" ^ by night,* that the angels appeared in 
^^ Bethlehem, to tell the befl: news, the 
:" gladdeft tidings, that ever were revealed 
I* . « to 



OF SALISBURY PLAIN. 9 

^ to poor finful men : often and often has 
^* the thought warmed my poor heart in 
** the coldeft night, and filled me with 
*' more joy and thankfulnefs than the beft 
•* fupper could have done/* 

Here the Ihepherd flopped, for he began 
to feel that he had made too free, and had 
talked too long. But Mr. Johnfon was fo 
well pleafed wiih what he faid, and with the 
xheerful contented manner In which he faid 
it, that he defired him to go on freely, for 
that it was a pleafure to him to meet with 
a plain man, who, without any kind of 
learning but what he had got from the bible, 
was able to talk fo well on a fubje^ in 
which all knen, high and low, rich and 
poor, are equally concerned. 

*' Indeed I am afraid I make too bold, 
^* fir, for it better becomes me to liften to 
*' fuch a gentleman as you feem to be, 
^* than to talk in my poor way : but as I 
f^ was fayiag, fir, I wonder all working men 
*' do not derive as great joy and delight as 
if I do frpm thinking how God has ho- 

*' noured 
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•« noured poverty ! Oh ! fir, what great, 
« or rich, or mighty men have had fiich 
^^ honour put on them, or their condition, 
" as fhepherds, tent-makers, fiftermen, 
" and carpenters have had? Befides, it 
^ feems as if God honoured induftry alfo. 
** The way of duty is not only the way of 
** fafety, Imt it is remarkable how many 
*' in the exercife of the common duties of 
« their calling, humbly and rightly per- 
*' formed, as we may fuppofe, have found 
^* honours, preferment, and bleffing j while 
•* it does not occur to me that the whole 
" facred volume prefents a fingle inftance 
«* of a like bleffing conferred on idleneft. 
•* Rebekah, Rachel, and Jethro^s daughters, 
" were diligently employed in the loweft 
•' occupations of a country life, when Pro- 
** vidence, by means of thofe very occupa- 
•* tions, raifed them up hufbands fo famous 
«' in biftory, as Ifeac, Jacob, and the pro- 
" phet Mofes. The fhepherds were neither 
*' playing nor ileeping, but * watching 
<* ' their flocks,' when they received the 

*' news 
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*' news of a Saviour's birth; and the 
*^ woman of Samaria, by the laborious 
*' office of drawing water, was brought to 
** the knowledge of Him who gave her to 
*' drink of * living water/* 

*^ My honeft friend,*' faid the gentleman, 
** I perceive you are well acquainted with 
** fcripturc.'*— " Yes, fir, pretty well, 
*^ blefled be God! through his mercy I 
^ learnt to read when I was a little boy ; 
'* though readmg was not fo common when 
** I was a child, as I am told, through the 
*' goodnefs of Providence and the genero- 
*' fity of the rich, it is likely to become 
*^ now-a-days. I believe there is no day 
** for the laft thirty years, that I have not 
*' peeped at my bible. If we can't find 
** time to read a chapter, I defy any man to 
** fay he can't find time to read a verfe ; 
•* and a Cngle text, fir, well followed and 
** put in pradlicc every day, would make 
*' no bad figure at the year's «id ; three 
** hundred and fixty-five texts, without 
5' the lofs of a motnfiot's timc^ would make 

«« a pretty 
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*' a pretty ftock, a little golden treafury, 
** as one may fay, from new-year's day ro 
♦* new-year's day; and if children were 

' *' brought up • to it, they would come to 
" look for their text as naturally as they 
" do for their breakfaft. No labouring 
•* man, ^tis true, has fo much leifure a? a 
" fhepherd, for while the flock is feeding, 
•' I am obliged to be (till, and at fuch timds 

"•* I can now and then tap a Ihoe for my 
*' children or myfelf, which is a great 
*• faving to us, and while I am doing that I 
•• repeat a chapter or a pfalm, which makes 
«« the time pafs pleafantly in this wild foli- 
*« tary place. I can fay the bed part of 
•* the New Teftament by heart j I believe 
*' I fhould not fay the beft part, for every 
** part is good, but I mean the greateft 
** part. I have led but a lonely life, and have 
^' often had but little to eat, but my bible 
*' has been meat, drink, arid company to me, 
*• as I may fay, and when want and trouble 
** have come upon me, I don't know what 
♦^ I fliould have done indeed, fir, if I fiad 

. ' "not 
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** not had the promifes of this book for ray 
*^ ftay and fupport." 

" iTou have had great difEcuhies then ?'* 
feid Mr. Johnfon. *' Why, as to that, fir, 
^ not more than neighbours* fare ; I have 
** but little caufe to complain, and much to 
** be thankful ; but I have had fome little 
** ftruggles, as I will leave you to judge. 
*' I have a wife smd eight children, whoni 
** I bred up in that little cottage which you 
" fee under the hill about half a mile off.*' 
'* What, that with the fmoke coming out 
** of the chimney ?*' faid the gentleman. 
" O no, fir,** replied the fhepherd, fmiling, 
*' we have feldom fmoke in the evening, 
** for we have little to cook, and firing is 
«< very dear in thefe parts. *Tis that cot- 
V «* tage which you fee on the kft hand of 
<* the church, near that little tuft of haw- 
*' thorns.** — " What, that hovel with only 
*' one room above and below, with fcarcely 
*^ any chimney ? how is it poflible you caii 
<^ live there with fuch a family !— ** O ! 
^ it is very poffible and very certain too,*' 

cried 
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cried the Shepherd, ** How many better 
** men have been worfe lodged ! how many 
** good chriftians have perUhed in prifons 
'* and dungeons, in comparifon of which 
" my cottage is a palace 1 The houfe is very 
'* well, fir J and if the rain did not fome- 
." times beat down upon us through the 
*' thatch when we are a-bed^ I fhould not 
" defire a better ; for I have health, peace, 
f^and liberty, and no man maketb me 
« afraid." 

*' Well, I will certainly call on you be- 
";fore it be long; but how can you con- 
*^ trive to lodge jfo many children V* — 
«« We do the beft we can, fir. My poor 
" wife is a very fickly woman, or welhould 
." always have done tolerably well. There 
<« are no gentry in the parilh, fo that flie 
.*' has not met with any great ailiftance in 
*• her ficknefs. The good curate of the 
«« parifh who lives in that pretty parfonage 
*' in the valley, is very willing, but not very 
** able to affift us on thefe trying occafions, 
*^ for he has little enough for himielf, an4 

" a large 
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^ large £miily into the bargain. Yet he 
^ does what he can^ and more than many 
*' richer men da, and more than he can well 
« a£)rd. Befides that, hid prayers and 
<» good advice we are always fure of, and 
«* we are truly thankful for that, for a man 
** mnft give, you know, fir, according to 
^* what he hath, and not according to what 
'• be hath not/' 

" I am afrsud,** fsdd Mr, Johnfon, ** thsat 
*' your dii&cirities may fo0>etimes lead yo» 
** to repine.** 

** No, fir/* replied the Shepherd, « it 
*^ pfcafes God to give me two ways of 
*^ bearing up under them. I pfay that 
** they may be either removed or fan(5Ufied 
** to me^ Befides, if my road be right I 
^^ am contented, though it be rough and 
*' uneven. I do not fo much ftaggerat 
" hardfliiips in the right way, as I dread a 
** feilfc fecuiity, and a hollow peace, while 
" I may be walking in a more fmooth, bat 
** iefs fafe way. Befides, fir, I ftrengthen 
** my faith by recoUeding what the beft 
7 ** men 
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•• men have fuffered, and my hope, with the 
•• view of the fliortnefs of all fuffering. It 
•* is a good hint, fir, of the vanity of all 
•' earthly poffeflions, that though the whole 
*' Land of Promife was his, yet the firft bit 
^' of ground which Abraham, the father of 
•• the faithful) got poffeflion of, in the land 
*' of Canaan, was a grave" 

" Are you in any diftrefs at prefent ?*' 
fald Mr. Johnfon. « No, fir, thank God," 
replied the Shepherd. ** I get my fliilling 
" a-day, and mod of my children will foon 
^ be able to earn fomething ; for we have 
** only three under five years old."— i- 
•* Only !" faid the gentleman, " that is a 
•' heavy burden."—" Not at all ; God 
** fits the back to it. Though my 
** wife is not able to do any out-of-door 
•* work, yet fhe breeds up our children 
•* to fuch habits of induftry, that our 
•* little maids, before they are fix years 
*• old, can firft get a halfpenny, and then 
" a penny a day by knitting. The boys 
•« who are too little to do hard work, get a 

cc trifle 
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** trifle by keeping the birds off the corn j 
*^ for this the fermet's ^ill give them a 
"penny or two-pence, and now and then 
** ^ bit of bread and cheefe into the bargain; 
" When the feafon of erow-keeping is over, 
*' then they glean or pick ftones; any 
" thing is better than idlencfsj fir^ and if 
*• they did not get a farthing by it, I would 
" make them do it juft the fame, for the 
*^ fake of giving them early habits of labour; 

** So you fee, fir, I am not fo badly off as 
*^ many are ; nay^ if it were not that it coft$ 
*' me fo much in Apothecary's (luff for my 
** poor wife, I fliould reckon myfelf well 
** off, nay I do reckon myfelf well off,^ 
*' for bleffed be God, he has granted her 
•* life to my prayers, and I would work 
" myfelf to a 'natoiriy, and live on ond 
** meal a-day, to add any comfort to her 
" valuable life j indeed I have often done 
" the laft, and thought it no great matter 
** neither/* 

While they were in this part of the dif- 
courfe, a fine plump cherryj^cheek little girl 

VOL. V. G ran 
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im up cn^t qF breath, wjtfa ^ fmile on )i6r 
young happy faqe;, aiBd wrthput taking any 
notice of the gisntletnan, cwd out with 
great joy— ** Look here, father, only fee 
" bow mpch I b^ve got!" Mr. JphiaJTon 
w^ iQuch ftruck wkh ber fimpHcity, but 
puzzled to know what was thje occafion of 
this gr^t joy. On looking itt her be per- 
(ceiyed a ftnall quantity of coaife wooUfome 
of which had found its way through the 
Ju)les of her cl^an, but fcanty and ragged 
?¥oollen apron. The farther faid, " this 
^^ has J)een ^ fuocefsfi4l day indeed, MoJJy^ 
*' but don't you fee the gentleman?** 
Molly n,ow made a curtfey down to the 
very ground ; ^ile Mr. Johnfon inquired 
into the c^^fe pf the mutual fatisfadion 
mhicb both father and daughter bad ex« 
preffed, al the uimfual good fortune of the 
day. 

^ Sir,*' faid the Shepherd, " poverty is 
*' a great fharpener of the wits. — My wife 
?? and I cannot endure to fee our children 
*^ (poor as they are) without ihoes and 

*< ftockings. 
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^ ft^ckingsi, not only on account of the 
'^ pinching cold which cramps their poor 
"^^ little limba, bat becaufe it degrades and 
*^ debafes them ; and poor people who have 
** but little regard to appearances, will fel- 
•* dom be found to have any great regard 
*'f(Mr honefty and goodnefs; I don't fay 
*' this is always the cafe ; but I am fure 
*' it is fo too often. Now flioes and ftock- 
** irigs being very dear, we could never 
^ afford to get them without a little con- 
" trivalKe. I mull fhew you how I manage 
*' about the fhoe^ when you condefcend to 
** call at our cottage, fir ; as to ftockings, 
•* this is one way we take to help to get 
*^ them. My young ones, who are too little 
" to do miuch work, fometimes wander at 
" odd hours over the hills for the chancy 
^^ of finding what little wool the Iheep may 
" drop when they rub tliemfelves, as they 
*' are apt to do, againft the buflies*^ Thefe 

* This piece of frugal induftry is not imaginary^ 
bat a real hdcj as i^ the chara^er of the Shepherdi 
ami h» uncommon l^nowledge of the fcriptures. 

c 2 «' fcattered 
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" fcattered bits of wool the children pick 
*' out of the brambles, which I fee have 
** torn fad holes in Molly's apron to-day ; 
«* they carry this wool home, and when 
•* they have got a pretty parcel together, 
" their mother cards it ; for (he can fit and 
** card in the chimney comer, when fhe is 
" not able to waib, or work about houfe. 
*' The biggeft girl then fpins it ; it does 
" very well for us without dying, for poor 
*^ people muft not ftand for the colour of 
*' their ftockings. After this our little boys 
*• knit it for themfelves, while they are em- 
" ployed in keeping cows in the fields, and 
** after they get hom^ at night. As for the 
** knitting which the girls and their mother 
" do, that is chiefly for fale, which helps to 
*^ pay our rent.** 

Mr, Johnfon lifted up his eyes in filent 
aftonifhment at the drifts which honeft po- ' 
verty can. make rather than beg or fteal ; 
and was furprifed to think how many ways 
of fubfifting there are, which thofe who live 
at their eafe little fufpeO:, He fecretly 

refolved 
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refolved to be more attentive to his own 
petty expences than he had hitherto been ; 
and to be more watchful that nothing was 
wafted in his family. 

But to return to the Shepherd. Mr. 
Johnfon told him, that as he muft needs be 
at his friend's houfe, who lived many miles 
pff, that night, he could not, as he wifhed 
to do, make a vifit to his cottage at prefent. 
** But I will certainly do it,'' faid he, " on 
*^ my return, for I long to fee your wife 
" and her nice little family, and to be an 
** eye-witnefs of her neatnefs and good ma- 
** nagement/' The poor man's tears ftarted 
into his eyes on hearing the commenda- 
tion beftowed on his wife; and wiping 
them oflF with the fleeve of his coat, for he 
was not worth a handkerchief in the world, 
he faid — ** Oh, fir, you juft now, I am 
** afraid, called me an humble man, but 
** indeed I am a very proud one." — 
" Proud !" exclaimed Mr. Johnfon, " I 
*' hope not — Pride is a great fin, and as the 
*' poor are liable to it as well as the rich, io 
c 3 ^* good 
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*' good a man as you feem to be, ought to 
" guard agamft it/'— ^' Sir/* faid he, 
'* you are right, but I am not proud of my* 
" felf, God knows, I have nothing to be 
'^ proud of. I am a poor finner, but in- 
** deed, fir, I am proud of my wife : flie ia 
*' not only the moft tidy, notable woman cwa 
" the plain, but flie is the kindeft wife and 
" mother, and the moft contented, thanks 
*' ful chriftian that I kaow. Latt year I 
*' thought I fhould have loft her in a violent 
" fit of the rheumatifm, caught by going 
** to work too foon after her lying-in, I 
*' fear ; for 'tis but a bleak coldifti place,^ 
" as you may fee, fir, in winter, and fome- 
*' times the fnow lies fo long under the hill, 
<*^ that I can hardly make myfdf a path to 
" get out and buy a few neceffaries in the 
" next viHagc ; and we are afraid to fend 
** out the children, for fear they ihould be 
" loft when the fnow is deep. So, as I was 
^* faying, the poor foul was very bad indeed, 
'* and for feveral weeks loft the ufe of all 
^^ her limbs except her hands ; a merciful 

" Providence 
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** ]^ovidence fJyafedJ her the ufe of thcfe, 
«^ fo that when (he could not turn in her 
" bed, flie could contrive to patch a rag or 
*^ two for her fkmily. She was always 
*• faying, had it not been for dre great 
" goodnefs of God, fhe might have had 
" her hjttids lame as well as her feet, or tht 
*' palfy inftead of the rheumatifm, and then 
** fhe could have done nothing — but, no* 
*' body had fo many mercies as fhe had. 

** I will not tell you what we fuflFered 
** during that bitter weather^ fir, but my 
<^ wife's faith and patience during that try- 
** ing time, were as good a leffon to me as 
^'any fermon I could hear, and yet Mn 
^* Jenkins gave us very comfortable ones 
*' too, that helped to keep up ray fpirits/* 

« I fear, She^erd,*' faid Mr, Johnfonj 
** you have found this to.be but a bad 
*« world/' 

^* Yes, firi" repBed the Shepherd, " but 

** it iigovemedl)y a good God. And tho' 

*' my triads have now and then been fharpi 

** why tben^ firi as. the fayiigi is, if th^ pain 

c 4 *' ba 
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•^ Beffed be Gbdv fir,*' repKed the Shcp^ 
herdy ** the dark paffage through the valley 
*' of thefliadow of death is riiade fafe by the 
«< power of Him who conquered death. I 
•^ know, indeed, we fliall go as^ naked out 
•* of this world as we came into it, but an 
♦«- humble penitent will not be found naked 
♦* in the other world, fir. My bible telli 
•• me of garments of praafe and robes of 
«' righteoufnefs. And is it not afupport, fir^ 
*^ under any of the petty difficulties and di- 
" ftreffes here, to be affured by the word of 
*^ Him who cannot lie, thattbofe who wefe 
** in white robes came out of great tribula- 
*• tion ? But, fir j I beg your pardon fot 
♦• being fo tdkative. Indeed you. great 
«* folks can hardly imagine how it raifes 
*' and chears a poor man's heart,, vthea 
** fuch as yon condefcend to talk familiarly 
'« to him on religious fubjefts. It fcems^to 
•* be a praftical comment on that text 
" which faysj tbe rich and pvor meet to-- 
*^ gefher^ the Lord is tie maker of them 
<« all. And fo far from creating difrefpeft', 

«* fir. 
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^' firi ly^d that nonfenfical wicked notion 
^^ about equality, it- rather prevents it. But 
^* to return to my wife. One Sunday after- 
<' noon when (he was at the worft, as I wa9 
<' conung out of church, for I went one 
♦* part of the day, and my eldeft daughter 
** the other, fo my poor wife was never left 
" alone ; as. I was coming out of church, 
<* I fay, Mr. Jenkins, the minifter, called 
" out to me, and afked me how my wiffe 
«* did, faying he had been kept from coming 
'^ to fee her by the deep fall of fnow, and 
" indeed from the parfonagc-houfe to my 
^' hovel it was quite impaSable. I gave him 
'^ all the particulars he aiked, and I am 
'* afraid a good many more, for my heart 
*' was quite full. He kindly gave me a 
^* fiiilling, and faid he would certainly try 
^' to pick out bis way and come and fee 
**^ her in a day or two. 

«' White he was talking to me, a plain 

« farmer-looking gentleman in boots, who 

^' flood by, liftened to all I faid, but feemed 

^' to take no notice. It was Mr. Jenkins's 

9 . " wife's 
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*' Wife's father, who was come to pafs the 
" Chriftmas-holidays at the parfonage- 
** houfe. I had always heard him fpoken 
*' of as a plain frugal man, who lived clofe 
•* himfelf, but was remarked to give away 
** more than any of his fliow-away neigh- 
** hours. 

** Well ! I went home with great fpirits at 
«* this feafonable and unexpefted fupply ; 
*' for we had tapped our laft fixpence, and 
«* there was little work to be had on account 
«^ of the weather. I told my wife I had not 
** come back empty-handed. — ' No, I 
*^ dare fay not,' fays fhe, * you have been 
*^ ferving a matter who jilleth the hungry 
•* with good things J though he fendeth the 
•' rich empty away.^ — True, Mary, fays I, 
" we feldom fail to get good fpiritual food 
«• from Mr. Jenkins, but to-day he has 
** kindly fupplied our bodily wants. She 
*^was more thankful when I ihewed her 
«* the (hilling, than, Idare fay, fome of your 
«* great people are when they get a hundred 
" pounds.'* 

Mr, 
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Mr. Johnfon's heart fmote him when he 
heard fuch a value fet upon a (hilling; 
ftirely, faid he to himfelf, I will never wafte 
another ; but he faid nothing to the Shep- 
herd, who thus purfued his ftory : 

*^ Next morning before I went out, I fent 
•* part of the money to buy a little ale and 
•* brown fugar to put into her water-gruel i 
*• which you know, fir, made it nice and 
^* nourifliing. I went out to cleave wood 
** in a farm-yard, for there was no ftanding 
*' out on the plain, after fuch fnow as had 
'* fallen in the night. I went with a lighter 
** heart than ufual, becaufe I had left toy 
** poor wife a little better ; and comfortably 
•* fupplied for this day, and I now refolved 
«* more than ever to truft God for the fup- 
** plies of the next. When I came back at 
*' night, my wife fell a crying as foon as 
" fhe faw me. This, I own, I thought but 
*' a bad return for the bleflings fhe had fo 
** lately received, and fo I told hen — * O", 
^* faid (he, ' it is too much, we are too 
*' rich J I am now frightened, not left we 

«' ihould 
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" fhould have no portion in this i;^oHd, bbt 
" for fear we fliould have our whole por* 
V tion in it. Look here, John !* So faying^ 
** {he uncovered the bed whereon (he lay^ 
** and fhewcd me two warrn^ thick, new 
^^ blahkets. I could not believe my own 
** eyes, fir, becaufe when t went out in the 
*« morning, I had left her with no other 
** covering than our little old^thin, blue rug* 
** I was ftill more amazed when ihe put 
" half a crown into my hand, telUng me 
^* ihe had had a vifit from Mr. Jenkins, 
" and Mr. Jones, the latter of whom had 
" beftowed all thefe good things upon us« 
** Thus, fir, have our lives been crowned 
*^ with metcics^ My wife got about again^ 
" and I do believe, under Providence, it 
*' was owing to thefe comforts ; for the 
" rheumatifm, fir, without blankets by 
" night and flannel by day, is but a baddifh 
" job, efpecially to people who have little of 
** ilo fire. She will always be a weakly 
" body ', but thank God her foul profpers 
" and is in health* But I beg your pardon, 

*' fir, 
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^ fir, for talking on at this rate/' — ** Not 
<* at all, not at all/* faid Mr. Johafon ; «« t 
** ana much pleafed -with your ftory, you 
" fliaU certarily fee me in a few days. 
•* Crood nigttf .** So faying, he flipped a 
crown into his hand and rode off. Surely, 
iaid the Shepherd, goodnefs and mercy have 
fethwed me ail the days of my life^-^ he gave 
the money to his wife when he got home 
at night. 

As to Mr. Johnfon, he found abundant 
matter for his thoughts during the reft of 
his journey. On the whole he was more 
difpofed to envy than to pity the Shepherd- 
I have fcldom feen, faid he, fo happy a man- 
It is a fort of hq}pinefs which the world 
could not give, zxA which I plainly fee, it 
has not been able to take away. This mufl 
be the true fpirit of religion. I fee more 
and more, that true goodnefs is not merely 
% thing of words and opinions, but a living 
principle brought into every common aftion 
of a man's life. What elfe could have fup- 
ported this poor couple under every bitter 

trial 
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trial of want and ficknefs ? No, my honefc 
Shepherd, I do not pity^ but I refpea and 
even hononr thee ; and I will vifit thy poor 
hovel dn nay yetum to Salifbury with as 
much pkafure as I am now going to the 
houfe of my friend; 

If Mr. Johnfon keeps his word in fending 
mie the account of his vifit to the Shep- 
herd's cottage, I fhall be very glad to enter- 
tain my readers with it; 



PART IL 

t AM willing to hope that my readers wltf 
not be forry to hear fome farther particulars 
of their old acquaintance the Shepherd of 
Sdlijbury Plain. They will call to mind 
that at the end of the firft part, he was re-: 
turning home full of gratitude for the &•» 
vours he had received from Mr. Johnfon^ 
whom we left purfuing his journey, after 
having promifed to make a vifit to the 
Shepherd's cottage. 

^ Mx4 
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Mr. Johnfon, after having pafled fome 
time with his friend, fet out on his return 
to Salifbury, and on the Saturday evening 
reached a very fmall inn, a mile or two 
4iftant from the Shepherd's village ; for he 
never travelled on a Sunday without fuch 
a reafon as he' might be able^to produce at 
the day of judgment. He went the next 
morning to the church neareft the houfe 
where he had pafTed the night ; and aftet 
taking fuch refrefliment as he could get at 
that houfe, he walked on to find out the 
Shepherd's cottage. His reafon for vifiting 
him on a Sunday was chiefly, becaufe he 
fuppofed it to be the only day which the 
Shepherd's employment allowed him to pafs 
at home with his family; and as Mr. John- 
fon had been ftruck with his talk, he 
thought it would be neither unpleafant nor 
unprofitable to obferve how a man who 
carried fuch an appearance of piety fpenc 
his Sunday ; for though he was fo low in 
the world, this gentleman was not above 
entering very clofely into his character, of 
• VOL. V. J> which 
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which he thought he fhould be able to form 
a better judgment, by feeing whether hi^ 
pradice at home kept pace with his pro- 
feiSons abroad : for it is not fo much by 
obferving how peopk talk, as how they liv^ 
that we ought to judge of their charadlers. 
After a pleafant walk Mr. Johnfon got 
within fight of the cottage, to which he was 
direfted by the clump of hawthorns an4 
the broken chimney. He wiihed to takje 
the family by furprife ; and walking gently 
up to the houfe he ftood awhile to liftei>. 
The door being half open, he faw thie 
Shepherd, (who looked fo refpeftable in his 
Sunday coat that he fhould hardly have 
knoXvn him,) his wife, and their numerous 
young family, drawing round their little 
table, which was covered with a clean 
though very coarfe cloth. There flood on 
it a large difh of potatoes, a brown pitcher, 
and a piece of a coarfi? loaf. The wife 
and children flood in filent attention, vrfiile 
the Shepherd, with uplifted hands and eyes, 
devoujly begged the blc^fling oi Heaven ofi 

ijieir 
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their homely fare. Mr. Johnfon could not 
help figbing to refled, that he had fome- 
tJRie^ feen better dinners eaten with lefs ap- 
pe^rwce of thankfiilnefs. 

'Jhc Shepherd and his wife then fat down 
wit^ great jGseming chearfulnels, but the 
chil(^ien ftood ; and while the mother was 
helping them^ little fre(h*coloured MoUy^ 
who had picked the wool from the bufhes 
with fo much delight, cried out, " Father, 
^^ I wiih I was big enough to fay grace, I 
*' am fure I ihould fay it very heartily to- 
'^ day, for I was thinking what muft foor 
^' people do who have no fait to their po- 
** tatoes, and do but look, our difh is quite 
** full.*'—" That is the true way of think- 
*^ ing, Molly/* faid the father ; " in what- 
'' ever concerns bodily wants and bodily 
** comforts, it is our duty to compare our 
** own lot with the lot of thofe who are 
*^ worfe oflf, and this will keep us thankful : 
*' on the other hand, whenever we are 
*' tempted to fer up our own wifdom or 
<« goodnefs, weinuft compare ourfelves with 
V z " thofe 
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** thofe who are wifer and better, and that 
^* will keep us humble.'^ Mollj was now 
fo hungry, and found the potatoes fo good, 
that (he had no time to make any more re- 
marks ; but was devouring her dinner very 
heartily, when the barking of the great dog 
drew her attention from her trencher to the 
door, and fpying the ftranger, fhe cried out, 
" Look father, fee here, if yonder is not 
•' the good gentleman !** Mr. Johnfon 
finding himfelf difcovered, immediately 
walked in, and was heartily welcomed 
by the honefl: Shepherd, who told his 
wife that this was the gentleman to whom 
they were fo much obliged. 

The good woman began, as fome very 
neat people are rather too apt to do, with 
making many apologies that her houfe was 
not cleaner, and that things were not in 
fitter order to receive fuch a gentleman. 
Mr. Johnfon however, on looking round, 
could difcover nothing but the moft perfed 
neatnefs. The trenchers on which they 
were eating v/ere almoft as white as their 
8 linen j 
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lioien } - and notwithftanding the number and 
fmallnefs of the children, there was not the 
lead appearance of dirt or litter. The fur- 
niture was very fimple and poor, hardly in- 
deed amounting to bare necefTaries. It; 
confifted of four brown wooden chairs, 
which^ by conftant rubbing, were become 
as bright as a looking glafs s an iron pot 
And kettle ; a poor old grate, which fcarcely 
held a handful of coal, and out of which 
the little fire that had been in it appeared 
to have been taken, as foon as it had an- 
fwered the end for which it had been light- 
ed — that of boiling their potatoes. Over the 
- chimney ftood an old fafliioned broad bright 
candleftick, and a ftill brighter fpit ; it was 
pretty clear that this laft was kept rather for 
ornament than ufe. An old carved elbow 
chair, and a cheft of the fame date which 
ftood in the corner, were confidered as the 
moft valuable part of the Shepherd's goods, 
having been in his family for three genera- 
tions. But all thefe were lightly efteemed 
by him, in comparifon of another ppffeffion, 
D 3 which, 
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vtrlachf added to die above, made uprdie 
whole of what he had inherited fix>ii|.>kis 
fether ; and which laff he would not hm^ 
parted with, if no other could hare been 
had, for a king's ranfom : this wa» a larg^ 
old bible, which lay on the window feac^ 
neatly covered with brown cloth, varioufly 
patched. This facred book was mbft re- 
verently preferved from dog's ears^ dirt^ 
and every other injury, but fuch as time 
and much ufe had made it fuSer in fpite of 
care. On the clean white walls was pafted, 
a hymn on the Crucifixion of our Saviour, 
a print of the Prodigal Son, the Shepiiend's 
Hymn, a New Hifiory of a True Book^ and 
Patient Joe, or the Newcaftle Collier*. 

After the firft falutations were over^ Mr. 
Johnfon faid, that if they would go on 
with their dinner he would fit down, 
lliough a good deal aihamed, they thought 
it more refpeftful to obey the gentleman, 
who having caft his eye on their flenJer 

• Prints for the Cheap Repofitory, price ^d. each/ 
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provifions, gently rebuked the Shepherd for 
not having indulged himfelf, as it was Sun- 
day, with k morfel of bacon to reliOi his 
potatoes. The Shepherd faid nothing, but 
poor Maty coloured and hung down her 
head, feying, '* Indeed, ftr, it is not my 
^' fault, I did beg my hufband to allow him" 
•' felf a bit of meat to-day out of yoUr ho- 
***nour*8 bounty ; but he was too good to 
«* do it, and it is all for my fake." The 
Shepherd feeaied unwilling to come to an 
explanadon, but Mr. Johnfon dcfired Mary 
to go on. So ihe continued : " You muft 
** know, fir, that both of us, next to a fin, 
'* dreadadebt,and indeed in feme cafes a debt 
^' is a fin ; but with all our care and pains 
" we have never been able quite to pay oflF 
*' the doftor's bill for that bad fit of rheu- 
" matifm which I had laft winter. Now 
*' when you were pleafed to give my huf- 
" band that kind prefent the other day, I 
^* heartily defired him to buy a bit of meat 
'^ for Sunday, as I faid before, that he might 
*^ have a little refrefhment for himfelf out 
D4 "of 
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^' of your kindnefs, *• Biit/ anfwered he, 
** ' Mary, it is never out of my mind long 
^* together that we ftill owe a few fhillings 
'* to the doftor, (and thank God it is all 
^* we did owe in the world }• Now if I 
*' carry him thi^ money diredly it will not 
f^ only fhew him our honefty and our good- 
^* will ; but it will be an encouragement 
f^ to him to come to you another time in 
*^ cafe you (hould be taken once more in 
^' ftich a bad fit ; for I muft own,* added 
*^ my poor hufband, ' that the. thought of 
^^ your being fo terribly ill without any help, 
^' is the only misfortune that I want courage 
" to face/' 

Here the grateful woman's tears ran 
down fo fafl: that (he could not go on. She 
wiped them with the corner of her apron, 
and humbly begged pardon for making fo 
free. *' Indeed, fir,'' faid the Shepherd, 
'* though my wife is full as unwilling to be 
** in debt as myfelf, yet I could hardly pre- 
^^ vail on her to confent to my paying this 
f ' mpney juft then, becaufe flie faid it was 

" hra4 
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^ hard I (hould not have a tafte of the gen- 
*^ tleman's bounty myfelf. But for once, 
*^ fir, I would have my own way. For you 
^* muft know, as I pafs heft part of my time 
** alone, tending my (heep, ^tis a great point 
^* with me, fir, to get comfortable matter 
'* for my own thoughts j fo that 'tis rather 
" felf intereft in me jo allow myfelf in no 
^* pleafures and no praftices that won't bear 
" thinking on over and over. For when 
'^ one is a good deal alone, you know, fir, 
" all one's bad deeds do fo rufh in upon 
^^ one, as I may fay, and fo torment one, 
*^ that there is no true comfort to be had 
'* but in keeping clear of wrong doings and 
*^ felfe pleafures ; and that I fu'ppofe may 
" be one reafon why fo many folks hate to 
*^ ftay a bit by themfelves. — But as I was 
" faying — when I came to think the mat- 
. ** ter over on the hill yonder, faid I to my- 
" felf, a good dinner is a good thing I 
** grant, and yet it will be but cold comfort 
*' To me a week after, to. be able to fay — 
^* To be fure I had a nice (houlder of mut- 
^* ton laft Sunday for dinner, thanks to the 

" good 
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^' good gentleman ! but then I am in debt. 
" I had a rare dinner, that's certain, but 
** the pleafure of that has long been over, 
*^ and the debt ftill remains. I have fpent 
*^ the crown ; and now if my poor wife 
** fhould be taken in one of thofe fits again, 
" die file muft, unlefs God work a miracle 
** to prevent it, for I can get no help for 
*< her. This thought fettled all ; and I fet 
** off diredly and paid the crown to the 
" doftor with as much chearfulnefs as I 
*' (hould have felt On fitting down to the 
** fatteft flioulder of mutton that ever was 
*^ roafted. And if I was contented at the 
" time, think how much more happy I have 
^* been at the remembrance ! O fir, there 
" are no pleafures worth the name but fuch 
*^ as bring no plague or penitence after 
« them." 

Mr. Johnfon was fatisfied with the Shep^ 
herd's reafons ; and agreed, that though a 
good dinner was not to be defpifed, yet it 
was not worthy to be compared with a con^ 
tented mind, which (as the Bible truly fays), 
is a cmtinual feaji. ** But come,*' faid the 

good 
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good gend^mati, ^ what have we got in 
<* this brown mug ?" — '^ As good water,** 
feid tfie Shepherd, " as any in the king's 
" dominions. I have heiard of countries 
^* beyond fea in which there is no whole- 
** fome water ; nay, Ihave been myfelf in a 
^' great town not far oflf, where they are 
" obliged to buy all the water which they 
'^ get, while a good Providence fends to my 
** very door a fpring as clear and fine a^ 
«* Jacob's well. Wheii I am tempted to 
** repine that I have often no other drink, 
** I call to mind, that it was nothing better 
" than a cup of cold water which the wo- 
'* man at the well of Sychar drew for the 
" greateft gu^ that ever vifited this worlcL*' 
" Very well,*' replied Mr. Johnfon; « but 
** as your honefty has made you prefer a 
** poor meal to being in debt, I will at leafl: 
** fend and get fomething for you to drink. 
" I faw a little public houfe juft by the 
" church, as I came along. Let that little 
" rofy-feced fellow fetch a mug of beer.'* 
So faying, he looked full at the boy who 
did tK)t offer to ftir ; but caft an eye at his 
13 father 
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father to know what he was to do. " Sir/* 
£ud the Shepherd, ** I hope we ihall not 
" appear ungrateful, if we feem to refufe 
•* your favour ; my little boy would, I am 
" fure,fly to ferve you on any other occafion.. 
** But, good fir. It is Sunday j and fhould 
'* any of my family be feen at a public-houfe 
*' on a fabbath-day, it would be a much 
*' greater grief to me than to drink water all 
•* my life. I am often talking againft thefe 
•* doings to others ; and if I fhould fay one 
" thing and do another, you can't think 
*' what an advantage it would give many of 
*^ my neighbours over me, who would be 
*' glad enough to report that they had 
*^ caught the Shepherd's fon at the alehoufe 
*' without explaining how it happened, 
*' Chriflians you know, fir, muft be doubly 
«* watchful ; or they will not only bring 
" difgrace on themfelves, but what is much 
** worfc, on that holy name by which they 
" are called." 

" Are you not a little too cautious, my 
*« honefl: friend ?'' faid Mr. Johnfon. " I 
** humbly afk your pardon, fir/* replied 

the 
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the Shepherd ; " if I think that is impof- 
" fible. In my poor notion I ho more un- 
" derftand how a man can be too cautious, 
" than how he can be too ftrong, or too 
'^ heahhy." 

« You are right indeed," faid Mr. John- 
fon " as a general principle, but this ftruck 
" me as a very fmall thing/* " Sir," faid the 
Shepherd, " I am afraid you will think me 
" very bold, but you encourage me to fpeak 
<c out."— « 'Tis what I wifli,'' faid the gen- 
tleman, " Then, Sir," refumed the Shep- 
herd, ** I doubt if, where there is a frequent 
*' temptation to do wrong, any fault can be 
** called fmall; thatis,in fliort, if thereisany 
" fuch thing as a fmall wilful fin. A poor 
^* man like me is feldom called out to ^o 
" great things, fo that it is not by a few 
*' ftriking deeds his charafter can be judged 
** by his neighbours, but by the little round 
*' of daily cuftoms he allows himfelf in." 

"I Ihould like," faid Mr. Johnfon, 

to know how you manage in this 

refpeft.'' 

« lam 



<c 
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*^ I am but a poor fchoUr, fir/' replied 
tl)e Shepherd, " but I h^ve made myfelf a 
*' little fort of rule. I always avpid, as I 
*^ am an ignorant man, picking out any 
" one fingle difficult text to diftrefs my 
*^ mind about, or to go and build opinions 
" upon, becaufe I know that puzzles and 
** injures poor unlearned Chriftians. But 
** I endeavour to coUefl what is the general 
*^ fpirit or meaning of fcripture on any par* 
" ticular fubjeft, by putting a few texts 
** together, which though I find them difr 
*- perfed up and down, yet all feem to look 
« the fame way, to prove the fame truth, 
•* or hold put the fame comfort. So when 
" I am tried or tempted, or any thing hap- 
" pens in which I am at a lofs what to do, 
" I apply to my rule — To the law and the 
" tejiimony. To be fure I can't always find 
" a particular direftion as to the very cafe, 
** becaufe then the Bible muft have beeu 
^^ bigger than all thofe great books I once 
** faw in the library at Salifbury palace, 
" which the butler told me were afts of par- 

" liament ; 
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^' liament j and had that been the cafe a 
^' poor man would never have had money 
" to buy, nor a working man time to read 
" the Bible ; and fo Chriftianity could only 
** have been a religion for the rich, for 
^* thofc who had money and leifure ; which, 
*' bleffed be God ! is fo far from being the 
^' truth, that in all that fine difcourfe of our 
'* Saviour to John's difciples, it is enough 
" to reconcile any poor man in the world 
'* to his low condition to obferve, when 
*^ Chrift reckons up the things for which 
** be came on earth, to obferve, I fay, what 
" he keeps for laft. Go tell John, fays he, 
" ihofe things which ye do hear and fee ; the 
** blind receive their Jight^ and the lame walkj 
" the leper>s are cleanfed^ and the deaf hear^ 
** and the dead are raifed up. Now, fir^ 
** all thefe are wonders to be fure, but they 
" are nothing to what follows. They are 
*' but like the lower rounds of a ladder, as 
" I may fay, by which you mount to the 
«f Xo^^^^And the poor have the gofpel preached 
^ to them. I dar^ fay, if John had had any 

" doubts 
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** doubts before, this laft part of the meffage 
•^ muft have cleared them up at once. For 
•^ it muft have made him certain fuje at 
" once, that a reh'gion which placed 
•* preaching falvation to the poor above 
** healing the fick, which ranked the foul 
** above the body, and fet heaven above 
" heahh, muft have come from God/* 

" But," faid Mr. Johnfon, " you fay you 
** can generally pick out your particular 
*^ duty from the Bible, though that Jmme- 
•* diate duty be not fully explained/* 

*^ Indeed, fir,'* replied the Shepherd, 
*« I think I can find out the principle at 
" leaft, if I bring but a willing mind. The 
*' want of that is the great hindrance. 
*^ Whofo doeth my will he Jhall know of the 
^^'doStrine^ You know that text, fir. I 
•* believe a ftubborn will makes the Bible 
" harder to be underftood, than any want 
« of learning. *Tis corrupt affeftions 
" which blind the underftanding, fir. The 
*^ more a man hates fin, the clearer he will 
" fee his way, and the more he loves holi- 

" nefs. 
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^' ndsy die better Jus will underftand hb 
*' Bible. The more pradical coQvicUon 
^^vfUibt get.cf that pfearaet truth, that 
*^ ihe /ecreP cf. fbe Lordds vMth them that 
^.fear biftu Ndw^ fir, fiippofe I had time 
^^ and learning, and poflefled all the books 
^ I fitw at the^ Btfliop^, where <x)uld I find 
^^ out a farer way to lay the axe to the root 
*' of all covetoofbefii, fdfilhnefk, and in- 
^ juflicey than the plain and ready rule, to 
^^ do unto all men as l^urndd tbey Jhould do 
** unto me. If -my neighbour does me an 
*' injury can I be at any lofs how to pro- 
** ceed with him, when I recoiled the pa- 
^^ rable of the unforgiving (teward9 who re-^ 
^ failed to pardon a debt of an hundred 
^ pence, when his own ten thoufand talems 
^* had been reiditted to him ? I defy any 
<^ man to retain habitual feliilhnefs, hard- 
<< nefs of heart, or any other allowed fin, 
<« who daily and confcientioufly tries his 
" own heart by this touchflone. The ftrait 
<* rule will fhew the crooked pradias to 
VOL. V, £ V " every 
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<r every one who honeftly tries the one by 
« the other." 

" Why you 'feem to make fcripture a 
" thing of general application/' faid Mr. 
Johnfon, ^^ in cafes to which many, i feat, 
5* do not apply it.'* . . . 

.*'.It applies to every thing, fir," replied 

the Shepherd. ** When thofe men who are 

" now diftnrbing the peace of the world, 

** and trying to deftroy the confidence of 

<< God's children in their Maker and their 

^* Saviour j when thofe men, I fay, came to 

*^ toy poor hovel with their new doftrines 

* " and their new books^ I would never look 

*' into one of them ; for I remembered it 

" was the firft fin of the firft pair to Idfe 

^' their innocence for the fake of a little 

^' wicked knowledge ; befides, tny wm 

** BocJt told mt'^To fear God and honour 

*« the king-^To meddle not with them who 

*^ are given to change — Not to /peak evil of 

^* dignities-^Xo render honour to whom ho- 

^^-nour ts due* So that I was furnilhed 

" with 
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^' with a Gttle coat of mail, as I may fay, 
" which prcferved me, while thofe who had 
** hd fuch armour fell into the fiiare." 

While they were thus talking, the children 
^vho had ftood very quietly behind, and had 
hot ftirred a foot, now began to fcanlper 
abouft all at once, and in a moment tan td 
the:winddw-feat to pick up their little old 
hats. Mr. Johnfon looked furprifed at this 
difturbance; the Shepherd aflced his par* 
don, telling him it was the found of the 
church bell which had been the caufe of 
their rudenefs } for their mother had 
brought them up with fuch a fear of being 
too late for church, that it was but who 
could catch the firft ftroke of the bell, and 
be firft ready. He had always taught them 
to think that nothing was more indecent 
than to get into church after it was begun ; 
for as the fervice opened with an exhort^ 
ation to repentance, and a confeflion of fin^ 
it looked very prefumptuous not to be ready 
to join in it ; it looked as if people did not 
feel themfelves to be finners. And though 
£ 2 fuch 
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ftith as lived at a great diftance nSght plead 
dlflfetence of docks as an excufe, yet thofe 
who lived within the found of the bell, 
could pretend neither ignorance nor mif- 
tike- 
Mary and her children fet forward. Mr. 
Johnlbn and the Shepherd followed, taking .. 
care to talk the whole way on fuch fubje6U 
as^ might fit them for the folemn duties of 
the place to which they- were going, ^i 
^ha\r6 often -besft forry t6 dbferve,'* feid 
Mr. Jdhnfon, " that many who are reckbn- 
^ «d decent, good kind of people, and wha 
f ^ would 6n no account neglefl: going to 
«* chUfch, yet feem to care but little in what 
•• &ame or temper of mind they go thither. 
^ They will talk of their tvorldly concerns 
*^ till they get within the door, and then 
** take them up again the very minute the 
*^ fermon is over, which makes me ready 
*' to fear they lay too much ftrefs on the 
•' mere form of going to a place of worfliip/ 
•^ Now, for my part, I always find that it 
" requires a little time to bring ihy mind 

« into 
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^ into a ftatc fit to do any common bufiodS 
** well, much more thij great and irtpft 
^' ncceflary bufinefe of all."— ^VY^,. fir/' 
replied the Shepherd; " anjd then I tjiink 
** too how bufy I Ihould be in preparing 
•* my mind:, if I was going; into the pre- 
** fence of a great gentleman, or a Iprd^ or 
**" the king ; ^nd fhail the King of kings be 
^* treated with lefs rejpecl ? Befidei, one 
^* likes to fee people feel as if going to 
** church 'was a thing of choice and plea- 
.<« fare, as well as a duty, and that they 
«* were as defirous not to be the laft there, 
•^ as if they would be if they were going to 
** a fcaft, or a fair/* 

After fervice, Mr. Jenkins the clergyman, 
who was well acquainted with the charafter 
of Mr. Jbhnfon, and had a great rcfpeft 
for him, accofted him' with much civility ; 
cxpreffing his concern that he could not 
enjoy juft now fo much of his converfation 
as he wiflied, as he was obliged to vifit a 
fick perfon at a diftance, but hoped to have 
a little talk with him. before he left the vil- 
E3 lage. 
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lage. As they walked along together, Mff 
Johnfon made fuch inquiries about the 
Shepherd, as ferved to confirm him in th6 
high opinion he entertained of his piety, 
good fenfe, induftry, and feltdenial. They 
parted, the clergyman promifing to call in 
^t the cottage in his way home. 

Hie Shepherd, who took it for granted 
that Mr. Johnfon was gone to the parfon- 
'age, walked home with his wife and child- 
ren, and was beginning in his ufual way to 
catechife and inftruft his family, when Mr. 
Johnfon came in, and infifted that the Shep- 
herd fhould gq on with his inflru£Hons juft 
as if he were not there. This gentleman, 
.who was very defirous of being ufeful to his 
own fervants and workmen in the way of 
religious inflruftion, was fometimes forry 
to find that though he took a good deal of 
pains, they now and then did not quite un« 
derftand him ; for though his meaning was 
very good, his language was not always very 
plain; and though ihetiingshe faid were 
fipt hard tp be underftood, yet the words 

vcre, 
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were, efpecially to fuch as were very igno- 
rant. And he now began to find out that 
if people were ever fo wife and good, yet if 
they had not a fimpie, agreeable and fami- 
Sar way of exprefling themfelves> fome of 
their plain hearers would not be much the 
better for them. For this reafon he was 
Bot above liftening to the plain, humble way 
m which this honefl: man taught his family; 
for though he knew that he himfelf had 
many advantages over the Shepherd, had 
more learning, and could teach him many 
things, yet he was not too proud to learn 
even of fo poor a man, in any point where 
he thought the Shepherd might have the 
advantage of him. 

This gentleman was much pleafed with 
the knowledge and piety which he dif(;over- 
ed in the anfwers of the children, and de- 
fired the Shepherd to tell him how he con- 
trived to keep up a fenfe of divine things in 
his own mind, and in that of his fiimily, with 
fo little leifure, and fo little reading. " O ! 
i^ as to that, fir/' faid the Shppherd, ^* we 
jE 4 <^ do 
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*• do not read much except in one ix)ok to 
•^ be fore J but with my hearty prayer for 
^« God's bleffing . on the ufe of that boo^ 
<' what little knowledge is needful feems ta 
** come of Gourfe, as it were. And my chief 
'* ftudy has been to bring the fruits of the 
^* Sunday reading into the. week's boifinefeji 
*^ and to keep up the fame fenfe of God 
" iii the heart, when the Bible is- in the 
^' cupboard as when it is in the hand. la 
" (hort, to apply what I read in the book to 
"what I meet with in the field/* 

** I don't quite underftand yoa," laid 
Mr. Johnfon. " Sir," replied the Shep- 
herd, " I have but a poor gift at conveying 
thefe things to others, though I have much 
<* comfort from them in my own mind ; 
*' but 1 am fure that the moft ignorant and 
" hard- working people, who are in earned 
** about their falvation, may help to keep 
'^ up devout thonghts and good a&£Hons 
*« during the week, though they have hardly 
** any time to look at a book ; and it will 
^ help them to keep out bad thoughts too, 

'' which 
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-^ which i» ho fmall matter. But then they 
^ rauft know the Bible; they muft have 
^ read the word of God diligently ; that n 
*' a Jdnd of ftock in trade for a Chriftianto 
<^ fet up with ; and it is tlak which makes 
^* me fo careful in teaching it to my child- 
'^ dren } and even in ftoring their memories 
^* with pfalms and chapters. This i& a 
*' great help to a poor hard-working man^ 
^ who willfcarcely meet with any thing in 
** them but what he may turn to fome good 
*^ account. If one lives iii the fear and the 
** love of God^ almofl: every thing one; fees 
^* abroad will teach one to adore his power 
•* and goodnefs, and bring to mind fome 
" texts of Scripture, which (hall fill the 
** hean with thankfiilnefs,; and the mouth 
*' with praife. When I look upwards tlfe 
•• Heavens declare the glory of God ; and 
" Ihall I be filent and ungrateful ? If I look 
** round and fee the valleys ftanding thick 
" with corn, how can I bdp bleffing that 
•' Power who giveth me all things richly to 
*^ enpy? I may learn gratitude from the 
** beafts of the fidd^ for the ax knoweth his 

" owner J 
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*' owner^ and the afs his mqfiei^s crib^ andl 
** fliall a Chriftian not know, fball a Chri& 
*^ tian not confider what great things God 
*• has done for him ? I, who am a Shep- 
•* herd, endeavour Xo fill my foul with a 
*' conftant remembrance of that good Shcp- 
*' herd, who fe^deth me in green fajiuresj 
*' and maketh me to lie down befide the Jtill 
^^ waters^ and whofe rod and Jlaff comfort 
•^ me. A religion, fir, which has its feat in 
^* the heart, and its fruits in the life, takes 
^*^ up little time in the ftudy. And yet in 
^* another fenfe true religion, which from 
*^ found principle brings forth right prac- 
^*-tice, fills up the whole time, and life too 
*^ as one may fay." 

; <* You are happy,*' faid Mr. Johnfon, 
** in this retired life, by which you efcape 
" the corruptions of the world."*—*' Sir," 
replied the Shepherd, ** I do not efcape the 
** corruptions of my own evil nature. Even 
** there, on that wild folitary hill, I can find 
♦• out that my heart is prone to evil 
•' thoughts. I fuppofe, fir, that different 
^' (lates have different temptations. You 

f * great 
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'^ great folks that live in the world, per* 
'' haps, are expofed to fome, of which fuch 
'* a poor man as I am, know nothing. But 
'^ to one who leads a lonely life like me, 
^« evil thoughts are a chief befetting fin ; 
^' and I can no more withftand thefe with- 
'* out the grace of God, than a rich gentle- 
^' man can withftand the fnares of evil com* 
'^ pany, without the fame grace. And I 
*' feel that I ftand in need of God's help 
'^ continually, and if he fhould give me up 
** to my own evil heart I ihould be 
.^« loft.'* 

Mr. Johnfon approved of the Shepherd's 
.fincerity, for he had always obferved, that 
where there was no humility^ and no watch« 
fulnefs againfi: fin, there was no religion, 
.and he faid that the man who did not feel 
himfelf to be a finner, in his opinion, could 
not be a chriftian. 

Jufl: as they were in this part of their dif- 
courfe, Mr. Jenkins, the clergyman, came 
in. After the ufual falutations, he laid, 
^' Well, Shepherd, I wifh you joy j I know 
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** you Will be forry to gain any adyantage 
^* by the death of a neighbour;* but old 
«* Wilfon, my clerk, was fo infirm, and I 
** truft fo well prepared^. that: there is no 
^' reafon to be forry for his death. I have 
*• been to pray by hiin, but he died while I 
** ftaid. I have always intended you ihould 
^* fucceed to his place; *tis no great mat- 
** ter of profit, but every littk is fome* 
"thmg/' 

" No great matter. Sir I" cried the 
Shepherd ; " indeed it is a great thing to 
•' me ; it will more than pay my rent. 
« Bleffed be God for all his goodnefs !**— 
Mary faid nothing, but lifted up hear eyes 
full of tears in filent gratitude. 
, *' I am glad of this little circumftance/* 
laid Mr. Jenkins, ** not only for your fake, 
*'* but for the fake of the office itfelf. I fo 
** heartily reverence every religious inftitu- 
*• tion, that I would never have even the 
*' Amen ^djed to the excellent prayers of 
** our church, by vain or profane lips, and 
' ** if it depended on me, there fhould be no 
5 ' «< fuch 
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^ fuch thing in the land as an idle, drunken, 
*^ or* irreligious parifli- clerk. Sorry I ant 
** to fay that this matter is not always fuffi- 
*' ciently attended to, and that 1 know fome 
*» of a very indifferent charafter.** 

Mr. Johnfon now -inquired of the clergy'- 
man -whether the(re Ivere many chiWren in 
the pari(h. *^ More than you woiild ex- 
« peft/' replied he^ « from the feeming 
'* fmalbiefs of it ; but there are fome little 
« haftilet^ which you do not fee." — *• I 
« think,"- returned Mr. Johnfon, " Irecol- 
*' left that in the converfation I had with 
^* the Shepherd on the hill yonder, ^e told 
" me you'had no Sunday fchool.'* — ^* I anl 
** forry to fay we hal^e none,*' faid the mi- 
mtttv;^^ I do what I -can to remedy thii 
*' misfortune by public csltechifmg ; but 
''having two or three churches to ferve, 
** I cannot give fo much time as I wifti to 
** priviate inftruftion ; and having a large 
" family of my own, and no affiftance frorA 
" others, I have never been able to eftablifli 
^< a fchool'' 

'* There 
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''There is an excellent inftitution id 
••Londoni" laid Mn Johnfon, " called 
«• the Sunday-School Society^ which kindly^ 
•• gives books and other helps, on the 2^** 
'' plication of fuch pious clergyitieiJLas fiand' 
•« in need of their aid, and which! am.fure 
•* would have aflifted yo^ j but I think we* 
'^ (hall be able to do fomething purfe^vesj* 
*• Shepherd," continued he, " if I w^ a» 
''king, and had it in my power to make 
" you a rich and a great man, with a ^(Hrd' 
" fpeaking^ I would not do it/ Thofe 
" who are raifed, by fome fudden ■■ ftfoke^ 
•' much above the ftation in which Divine 
" Providence had placed them, feldprn^um 
«c out very good, or very happy, I have 
" never had any great things in my power, 
" but as far as I have been able, I have 
" been always glad to aflift the worthy. I 
*' have, however, never attempted or defired 
" to fet any poor man much above his na* 
'* tural condition, but it is a pleafure to m« 
'• to lend him fuch afliftance as may make 
'* that condition more eafy to himfelf, and 
II "put 
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^ put him in a way which ihall call him to 
" the performance of more duties than per- 
^< haps he could have performed without 
" my help, and of performing them in a 
" better manner to others, and with mopc 
^ comfort to himfelf. — What rent do you 
«' pay for this cottage ?" ■ 

" Fifty (hillings a-year, fir.'* 

^' It is in a fad tattered condition ; is 
*< there not a better to be had in the vii« 
« lager 

" That in which the popr clerk Itved,^ 
faid the clergyman, *^ is not only more tight 
'< and whole, hut has two decent chanv 
" bers, and a very large light kitchen.*'-H 
*' That will be very convenient," replied 
Mr. Johnfon, " pray what is the rent ?"-^ 
•' I think," faid the Shepherd, " poor 
** neighbour Wilfon gave fomewhat about 
" four pounds a-year, or it might be gui- 
" neas."— « Very well," faid Mr. John- 
fon, '^ and what will the clerk's place be 
" worth, think you ?" — About throe 
pounds, was the anfwer. 

" Now^" 
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• *^ Now," continued Mr. Johnfon, " my 
*< plan is, « that the Shepherd (houid take 
^* that houfe immediately ; for as the poot 
•* man is dead, there will be no need of 
** waiting till quaTter-day^, if I make up the 
•* difference/*—** True, fir,'' faid Mr. 
Jenkins, " and I am ftirc my wife's &tber, 
" whom I exp6fl: to-morrow, will willingly 
« affift a little towards buying fome of the 
<' clerk's old goods. And the Iboner they 
*^ remove the better, for poor Ms^ry caught 
'* that bad rheumatifm by fleeping under a 
« leaky thatch." The Shepherd waft -too 
]touch moved to fpeak, and Mary could 
hardly fob out, *' Oh, fir ! you are too good; 
'^ indeed this houfe will do very well/'— 
'** It may do very well for you and your 
«* children, Mary,'* faid Mr. Johnfon, 
gravely, *' but it will not do for a fchool; 
" the kitchen is neither large nor light 
** enough. Shepherd/* continued he, 
*' with your good Minifter's leave, and 
«' kind afiiftance, I prppofe to kt up in this 
" parifli a Sunday fchool, and to make you 

'' the 
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** the maften It will not at all interfere 
** with your weekly calling, and it is the 
*' only lawful way in which you could turn 
^* the fabbath into a day of fome little profit 
** to your family, by doing, as I hope, a 
** great deal of good to the fouls of others. 
** The reft of the week you will work as 
^* ufual. The difference of rent between 
" this houfe and the clerk's I fliall pay my- 
" felf, for to put you into a better houfe at 
*' your own expence would be no great adl 
*' of kindnefs, — As for honeft Mary, who 
*' is not fit for hard labour, or any out-of- 
** door work, I propofe to endow a fmall 
** weekly fchool, of which ihe (hall be the 
** miftrefs, and employ her notable turn to 
. '^ good account, by teaching ten or a dozeii 
*' girls to knit, few, fpin, card, or any other 
" ufeful way of getting their bread ; for all 
** this I (hall only pay her the ufual price, 
. ** for I am not going to make you rich but 
" ufetul.'' 

*' Not rich, fir V cried the Shepherd j 

•* How can I ever be thankful enough for 

VOL, V. F ** fuch 
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" l\iefc blefliiigs ? Aftd win rtiy poor Mkry 
**hive a dry tliatch bVer her head? dnd 
** fcall t be aWe fo fend for the doftor when 
^* 1 am like to lofe her ? Indeed my cup 
" runs o\er ^th blefEiigs j 1 hope God wifl 
** give ffie humility/' — Here he and li^iry 
lodked at ^ch Othet and biirft l6to t&xs. 
The gditlemen faw their diftrefs, and lufidiy 
talked out upon the little gfeeli before t6c 
doof , fhSit tiifefe hdfteli people might give 
vait tiE> thieir feelings. As fdoft as they 
^ete aiotte the^^ crept iiito one cortiet of the 
foofll, \^here^ they thought they could hot 
fee feeii, and fell on their knees, devodtly 
blfeffihg and praifihg God fot his mercies*. 
NeVe^ ^ete ttiore hearty prayers prefeiited,, 
than this gratefiil couple offered up for their 
benefaflors. The warmth of their grathudc 
could only be equalled by the eatnefhie& 
with which they befought the bleffing of 
God on the work iii which they Were gding. 
to engage. 

The two gentlemen now left thia happy 
family, and walked to the parfonage, \^here 

the 



•Ae evening Wib ffmt in a lianher very 
t^fyiflg ta Mr. Johafon^ who tbd tiext diy 
tod& all proper meafuras fbr faitting fhe 
Sfaephetd in imaediatie poflefijofi of his now 
ebmifi0r»ble habitation. Mn Jenkins's h- 
th&t-iA^uw^ the worthy ^otleman who gave 
the Shepherd's wife the blankets, in the 
firft part of this hiftory, arrived at the 
parfonage before Mr. Johnfon left it, and 
aiEfted in fitting up the clerk's cottage. 

Mr. Johnfon took his leave, promiiing 
to call on the worthy Minifter and his new 
clerk once a year, in his fummer's journey 
over the plain, as long as it fliould pleafe 
God to fpare his life. He had every reafon 
to be fatisfied with the objefts of his bounty. 
The Shepherd's zeal and piety made him a 
blefling to the rifmg generation. The old 
reforted to his fchool for the benefit of 
hearing the young inflruded; and the 
clergyman bad the pleafure of feeing that he 
\Fas rewarded for the proteftion he gave 
Ae fchool, by the great increafc in his con- 
gregaticxn* The Shepherd not only ex- 
F 2 horted 
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horted both parents and children to the in* 
difpenfible duty of a regular attendance at 
church, but by his pious couniels he drew 
them thither, and by his plain and prudent 
inftrudtions enabled them to underftand, 
and of courfe to delight in the public wor- 
ibip of God. 



THB 



TWO SHOEMAKERS. 



Jack Brown and James Stock, were 
two lads apprenticed at nearly the fame 
time, to Mr. Williams, a fhoemaker, in a 
fmall town in Oxfordfliire : they were pretty 
near the fame age, but of very different 
charaders and difpofitions. 

Brown was eldeft fon to a iarmer in 
good circumftances, who gave the ufual 
apprentice fee with him. Being a wild 
giddy boy, whom his father could not well 
manage or inftruA in farming, he thought 
it better to fend him out to learn a trade at 
a diftance, than to let him idle about at 
home; for Jack always preferred bird's- 
nefling and marbles to any other employ- 
ment ; he would triflet away half the day, 
F 3 when 
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when his father thought he was at fchool, 
with any boys he could^ meet with, who 
were as idle as himfelf $ and never could be 
prevailed upon to do, or to learn any thing, 
while a game at taw couW ie had For love 
or money. All this time, his little brothers, 
much younger than himfctf, were beginning 
to follow the plough, or to carry the coni 
to mill 2LS ibpQ ^ tl^ey wer^ abl^ to iQoppt. 
a cart-horTe. 

Jack, however, who W9S a fively bpf , 
and did not aatur^ly wai^t either fenfi; Sff 
good^natur^, m^t h^ve tiLirqe^ out woljt 
enough, if he had not had ^h^ mi^ort^Uf Uf 
he his mothjer's favourite. She com^eed)^ 
and forgave all h|$ faults.' Tp be fyr^ 1^ 
was a litjtle wild, fte would %, but l^C; 
woold not make the wx»:fi$ mm for ihv, 
for Jack hftA » good %mt of b^ qw^* mi 
fht wodd fim have it broke, m^ b> q%»k# a 
xRppe of the boy. Tbe §^m&tj for g qv?^ 
life, as it is cftlle^ g^v^ up a^^h^e poi^t^ 
to his wife ; an^i ^ith t||($fg, gi^ve up tfa^ 
ftitune virtw an^ )»9^p«$li8 1^^ child, lie 

was 
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vas ^ laborious ajid induftrious m^n, but 
had no religion; he thought only of th^ 
gains and advantages 0/ the pr^fpnt day, 
and never toojc the future ijitp th^ ac^punt, 
His wife .ma»ag!?d him ewir^Iy^ and a§ (b^ 
vas really p^otable, he did not trouble bi$ 
head ^bput a^y thing farther. If flie b?d 
been cardefe i^ her xiairy, he wpuld b^v^ 
fiorpned and fworn ; but a$ ftn? only rui^fid 
Qpe ^hild by indulgeQc^y and ^moft broke 
t^e hearty of the reft by us^kindnefs, hje 
gave himlSBlf UttlecpuQ^m about the maitgr* 
Jbe chetfe, ^erpainly, was good, a»d tbtt 
iodeed is a great pgi^t ; but fhe w^s ue« 
glftftful of her childrwj and a tyrai^t to her 
fffww^* Her hufband's fubfta^ce, indee.^, 
was not wafted, but his bappiuefjs was uot 
confulted^ His houle, it is true, w^ uot 
dirty, but it wa^ the abode of fu^y, ilUtem^ 
per, and cpvetpuihefs. And the farmer, 
though he did not care for Jiqupr, was top 
often driven to the publicrhQu/e in 9^ even? 
iag9 becaufe h^s own was neither .quiet nor 
cpnrfprtabl?. The jnot,her was always 
f 4 fcolding, 
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fcplding, and the children were always^ 
crying. 

Jack, however, notwithftanding his idle-' 
nefs, picked up a little reading and writing, 
but never would learn to caft an account : 
that was too much labour. His mother 
was defirous he tfiould continue at fchool, 
not fo much for the fake of his learning, 
which fbe had not fenfe enough to value, 
but to fave her darling from the fatigue of 
labour j for if he had not gone to fchool, 
flie knew he muft have gone to work, and 
file thought the former was the leaft tirc- 
fome of the two. Indeed this foolifh woman 
had fuch an opinion of his genius, that flic 
ufed, from a child, to think he was too wife for 
^ny thing but a parfon, and hoped (he ihould 
Kve to fee him one. She did not wifli to fee 
her fon a minifter becaufe flie loved either 
learning or piety, but becaufe (he thought 
it would make Jack a gentleman, and- fet 
him above his brothers. 

Farmer Brown ftill hoped, that though 
jack was likely to make but an idle and ig- 

porjuftt 
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norant former, yet he might make no bad 
tradefman, when he fhould be removed 
from the indulgences of a father's houfe, 
and from a filly mother, whofe fondnefs 
kept him back in eveiy thing. This woman 
was enraged when fhe found that fo fine 
a fcholar, as fhe took Jack to be, was to be 
put apprentice to a fhoemaker. The far- 
mer, however, for the firfl time in his life, 
would have his own way. But being a 
worldly man, and too apt to mind only what 
is falfely called the main chance ; inflead of 
being careful to look out for a fober, pru- 
dent, and religious mafter for his fon, he 
left all that to accident, as if it had been a 
thing of little or no confequence. This is 
a very common fault j and fethers who are 
guilty of it, are in a great meafure anfwer- 
able for the future fins and errors of their 
children, when they come out into the 
world, and fet up for themfelves. If a man 
gives his fon a good education, a good ^x* 
ample, and a good mafter, it is indeed fof- 
Ji\fk that the foiji may not turn out well, 

but 
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but it does not often happen i ^and when it 
does, the father has no blame veRmg ox| 
him ; and k is a great point towards z 
man's comfort to have his confcience quiet 
in that refpe^l, however God may think fit 
to over-rule events. 

The farmer, however, took care to defirc 
his friends to inquire for a fhoemaker wl)o 
had good buiinefs, and was a good work- 
man ; and the mother did ^ot forget topyt 
in h^r word, and defired that it might bc^ 
ene who was not too Jirid \ for Jack had 
been brovgfat up tenderly, was a naee)c boy» 
and could ^ot bear to be contradicted i^ 
any thing. And this is the common potioif 
of meeknefs among p/epple who do not ti^ke 
up their notions on rational and Chrilji^st 
grounds. 

^r. Williams was recommended to the 
farmer as being the bed fhoemaker in thq 
town ii)L which he lived, apd f^r from » 
ilrid maft^r ; and, without farther inquiries, 
to Mr. WiUjaqis h^ wi^nt. 

James 
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James iStock, who was the fon of an 
honefl: labourer in the next village, was 
hpund out by the parifii in confideration of 
his father having fo numerous a family, that 
be w^ pot able to put him out Inmfelf, 
Jfune$ was in every thing the very reverfe 
of his new companion. He was a modeft, 
indu(trious> pious youth; and though fo 
poor, and the child of a labourer^ was a 
mu(:h blotter fcholar than Jack, who was a> 
wealthy farmer's fon. His father had, it is 
tf\ie, been able to give him but very little 
fehooling, for fi^ was obliged to be put to 
work when quitQ a child. When very 
jQmg b^ nfed to ruA of errands for Mr. 
ThcHp^s, th^ curate of the parilh ; a very 
kind-hearted young gentleman, who board- 
ed next door to his father's cottage. He 
ttfed alfo to r^b down and faddle his horfe, 
apd do any other little job for him, in the 
mofl: civil obliging manner. All this fo 
recommended him to the clergyman, that 
be would often fend for him in of an even- 
iBg, after he had done his (%'s work w tbt> 

ecld^ 
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field, and condefcended to teach him him- 
felf to write and call accounts, as well as to 
inftruft him in the principles of his religion. 
It was not merely out ofkindnefs for the 
little good-natured fervices James did him, 
that he fhewed him this favour, but alfo for 
his readinefs in the catechifm, and his devout 
behaviour at church. 

The firft thing that drew the minifter's 
attention to this boy, was the following :— 
He had frequently given him halfpence and 
pence for holding his horfe and carrying 
him to water, before he was big enough to 
be further ufeful to him. On Chriftmas- 
day he was furprifed to fee James at church, 
reading out of a handfome new prayer- 
book ; he wondered how he came by it, for 
he knew there was nobody in the parifh 
likely to have given it to him, for at that 
time there were no Sunday fchools ; and the 
fiither could not afford it, he was fure. 

" Well James," faid he, as he faw him 
when they came out " you made a good 
,♦* figure at church to-day ; it made you 

*Mook 
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.^^ look like a man and a chriftlan, not only 
*' to have fo handfome a book, but to be 
** fo ready in all parts of the fervice. How 
** came you by that book ?" James owned 
modeftly, that he had been a whole year 
iaving up the money by fingle halfpence, 
all of which had been of the minifter's own 
giving, and that in all that time he had not 
fpent a fingle farthing on his own diver- 
fions. •* My dear boy,** faid good Mr. 
Thomas, " I am much miftaken if thou 
** doft not turn out well in the world, for 
** two reafons : — firft, from thy faving turn 
♦* and felf-denying temper ; and next, be- 
^* caufe thou didft devote the firft eighteen- 
** pence thou waft ever worth in the world 
" to fo good a purpofe.** 

James bowed" and bluftied, and from tliat 
time Mr. Thomas began to take more no- 
tice of him, and to inftrud him as I faid 
above. As James foon grew able to do 
him more confiderable fervice, he would 
now and then give him fixpence. This he 
cpnftantly faved till it became a little fum, 

vith 
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with which he bought flioes and ftockings } 
well knowing that his poor father, wiA a 
hard family and low wages, could not buy 
them for him. As to what little mohey 
he earned himfelf by his daily labour in tlm 
field, he conftaiitiy carried it to hh motheir 
every Saturday night, to buy bread for tite 
family, which was a pretty help tor them. 

As James was Hot over ftput in his taalkk^ 
' his father thankfully accepted the offer of 
the piarifh officers to bind out his fon to a 
ttzde* This good man, however, had hot, 
like Farmer Brown, the liberty of chufing 
a maftef for his foft, or he would carefully 
have inquired if he was a proper maii to 
have the care of youth ; but Williams t'hc 
fhoemaker was already fixed on, by thofe 
who were to put the boy out, who told him 
if he wanted a maftef it muft be him dr 
none; for the overfe^rs had a better opi- 
niort of Williams than he deferved, and 
thought it Would be the making of the b6y 
to go to him. The father knew that beg- 
gars muft not be choofers, fo he fitted out 

James 
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James for hi$ nettr place, haViAg indeed 
iittle to gite him befides his bleffiiig. 

The trorthy Mr. Thcmtas, however^ 
kindly gave him to old coat and Waiftcoat, 
trhith his mother, who was a neat and riot- 
able womal^, contrived to make up for hint 
herfelf without a farthing experice, atid 
when it Was ttiriied and made fit for his 
€l2e, it made him a very handfome fuit for 
Sundays, atid laded him a couple of years. 

Arid hete let.me flop to remark what a 
pity k is, that poor women fo feldom are 
able at willirig to do tbefe fort of little 
hirtidyj^ thetofelves; and that they do 
«ot dfterier bririg up their daughters to be 
iridre ufefu! iri family Work. They are 
g^eat lofers by it every way ; not only as 
they are difqrlalifying their girls from mak- 
ing good wires hereafter, but they are lofers 
in point of prefent advantage ; for gentry 
could much oftener aflford to give a poor 
boy a jacket at a waiftcoat, if it was not for 
the expence of making it, which adds very 
much to the eoft. To my ccrtam know- 
5 ledge. 
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ledge^ many poor women would often get 
an old coat, or .a bit of coarfe new cloth 
given them to fit out a boy, if the mothers 
or fifters were known to be able to cut it 
out to advantage, and to make it up der 
cently therafelves. But half-a-crown foir 
the making a bit of kerfey, which cofts but 
a few (hillings, is more than many very 
charitable gentry can afford to give — fo 
they often give nothing at all, when they foe 
the mothers fo little able to turn it to ad- 
vantage. It is hoped they will take this 
hint kindly, as it is meant for their good. . 

But to return to our two young iboe*, 
.makers. They were both now fettled at 
Mr. Williams's, who, as he was known to 
be a good workman, had plenty of bufinefs. 
He had fometimes two or three journey- 
men, but no apprentices but Jack and 
James. 

Jack, who, with all his faults, was akeen^ 
fmart boy, took to learn the trade quick 
enough, but the difficulty was to make him 
ftick two hours together to his work. At 

every 
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*very n6ife he heard in the ftreet, down 
went the work — the laft one way, the up- 
per leather another ; the fole dropped on 
the ground, and the thread he dragged after 
him, all the way up the ftreet. If a blind 
fiddler, a ballad Anger, a mountebank, a 
dancing bear, or a drum, were heard at a 
diftance — out ran Jack— nothing could ftop 
him, and not a ftitch more could he be 
prevailed on to do that day. Every duty, 
every promife was forgotten for the prefent 
pleafure-— he could not refift the fmalleft 
temptation— he never flopped for a moment 
to confider whether a thing was right or 
wrong, but whether he liked it or difliked 
it. And as his ilUjiidging mother took 
care to fend him privately a good fupply of 
pocket-money, that deadly bane to all youth- 
ful virtue, he had generally a few pence 
ready to fpend, and to indulge in the pre^ 
fent diverfion whatever it was. And what 
was ftill worfe even, than fpending his mo- 
ney, he fpent his time too, or rather his 
mailer's dme. Of this he was continually 
voJL. V. G reminded 
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reminded by James, to whom he always 
anfwered, " What have you to complain 
^^ about ? It is nothing to you or any oae 
" elfe ; I fpend nobody's money but my 
" own/'—" That may be," replied the 
other, " but you cannot fay it is your own 
" time that you fpend." He infifted upoa 
it that it was ; but James fetched down their 
indentures, and there (hewed him that he 
had folemnly bound himfelf by that inftru* 
ment, not to wafte his matter's property. 
" Now," quoih James, " thy own time is 
" a very valuable part of thy matter's pro- 
" perty." To this he replied, " Every 
^* one's time was his own, and he (Kould 
" not fit moping all day over his laft — ^for 
^' his part^ he thanked God, he was no pa.^ 
" rifli 'prentice." 

James did not refent this piece of fool- 
ifli impertinence, as fome filly lads would 
have done ; nor fly out into a violent paf* 
fion: for even at this early age, he had 
begun to learn of him wbo was meek and 
l&wly ^ heart; and therefore wien be woe 

reviled^ 
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tiifiied^ he reviled not again. On the con- 
trary he was fo very kind and gentle, thjit 
even Jack, vain and idle as he was, could 
not help lovmg him, though he took care 
never to follow his advice^ 

Jack's fondnefs for his boyifh and filly 
dlverfions in the ftreet, foon produced the 
cflfefts which might naturally be expefted ; 
and the fame idlenefs which led him to jBy 
out into the town at the found of a fiddle 
or the fight of a puj^et^fliow, foon led him 
to thofe places to which all thefe fiddles 
and fhows naturally lead ; I mean, the ale^ 
houfe. The acquaintance picked up i& th^ 
ftreet was carried on at the Greyhound j 
and the idle paftimes of the boy foon led to 
the deftru6Hve vices of the man. 

As he was not an ill-tempered youth, nor 
naturally much given to drink, a fober and 
prudent mafter, who had b^n fteady in his 
management and regular in his own con- 
dud, who would have recommended good 
advice by a good example, might ha^e 
made fomething of Jack. But I am ibrry 
G 2 to 
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to fay, that Mr. Williams, though a good 
workman, and not a very hard or fevere 
mafter, was neither a fober nor a fteady 
man— fo far from it, that he fpent much 
more time at the Greyhound than at home. 
There was no order either in his (hop or 
family. He left the chief care of the bu- 
finefs to his two young apprentices;, and 
being bat a worldly man, he was ac firfl: dif- 
pofed to fhew favour to Jack much more 
. than to James, becaufe he had more money, 
and his father was better in the world than 
the father of poor James. 

At firft, therefore, he was difpofed to 
confider James as a fort of drudge, who 
was to do all the menial work of the family, 
and he did not care how little he taught 
him of his trade. With Mrs. Williams 
the matter was (till worfe ; (he conftantly 
called him away from the buflnefs of bis 
trade to wafh the houfe, nurfe the child, 
turn the fpit, or run of errands. And here 
I mud remark, that though parifh appren- 
tices ^re boupd in duty .to be fubmiffive to 
: both 
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both mafter and mifl:refs,and always to make 
themfelves as ufeful as they can in afamily, 
and to be civil and humble ; yet on the 
other hand, it is the duty of mailers always 
to remember, that if they are paid for in- 
ftrufting them in their trade, they ought 
confcientioufly to inftrudt them in it, and 
not to employ them the greater part of their 
time in fuch houfehold or other drudgery, 
as to deprive them of th^ opportunity of 
acquiring their trade. This practice is not 
the lefs unjuft becaufe it is common. 

Mr. Williams foon found out that his 
favourite Jack would be of little ufe to him 
in the (hop ; for though he worked well 
enough, he did not care how little he did. 
Nor could he be of the lead ufe to his 
mafter in keeping an account, or writing 
out a bill upon occafion, for, as he never 
could be made to learn to cypher, he did 
not know addition from multiplication. 

One day one of the cUftomers called at 

the ffiop in a great hurry, and defired his 

l)ill might be made out that minute ; Mr. 

o 3 Williams, 
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Williams, having taken a cup too mucfaji 
made feveral attempts to put down a clear 
account, but the more he tried, the lefs he 
found himfelf able to do it. James, who 
was fitting at his laft, rofe up, and with 
great modefty, afked his mafter if he would 
pleafe to give him leave to make out the 
bill, faying, that though but a poor fcholar^ 
be would do his beft, rather than keep the 
gentleman waiting. Williams gladly ac^ 
cepted his offer, and confufed as his head 
was with liquor, he yet was able to ob-* 
/ ferve with what neatnefs, difpatch, and ex- 
a£biefs, the account was drawn put. From 
that time he no longer confidered James as 
a drudge, but as one fitted for the higher 
departments of the trade, and he was now 
regularly employed to manage the accounts, 
with which all the cuftbmers were fo well 
pleafed, that it contributed greatly to raife 
him in his mailer's efteem ; for there were 
now never any of thofe blunders or falfe 
charges for which the (hop had before been 
fo famous. 

Jame^ 
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James went on in a regular courfe of in- 
duftry, and foon became the beft workman 
Mr. Williams had ; but there were many 
things in the family which he greatly difap* 
proved. Some of the journeymen ufed to 
fwear, drink, and fing very licentious fongs. 
All thefe things were a great grief to his 
fober mind ; he complained to his mafter, 
who only laughed at him ; and indeed, as 
WilKams did the fame himfelf, he put it 
out of his own power to corrcft his fervants, 
if he had been fo difpofed. James, how- 
ever, ufed always to reprove them with 
great njildnefs indeed, but with great fc- 
rioufnefs alfo. This, but ftrll more his own 
excellent example, produced at length very 
good eflfefls on fuch of the men as were 
not quite hardened in fin. 

What grieved him moft, was the manner 
in which the Sunday was fpent. The 
mafter lay in bed all the morning, nor did 
the mother or her children ever go to 
church, except there was fome new finery 
to be fliewn, or a chriftenmg to be attended. 
G 4 The 
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The town's people were coining to the fliop 
all the morning, for work which fhould 
have been fent home the night before, had 
not the mafter been at the ale-houfe. And 
what wounded James to the very foul was, 
that the matter expefted the two appren* 
trees to carry home (hoes to the country 
cuftomers on the Sunday morning ; which 
he wickedly thought was a faving of time, 
as it prevented their hindering their work 
on the Saturday. Thefe fhameful praftices 
greatly afflifted poor James ; he begged his 
mailer, with tears in his eyes, to excufe him, 
but he only laughed at his fqueanjifli con- 
fcience, as he called it. 

Jack did not diilike this part of the 
bufmefs, and generally after he had deliver- 
ed his parcel, wafted good part of the day 
in nutting, playing at fives, or dropping in 
at the public-houfe : any thing was better to 
Jack than going to church. 

James, on the other hand, when he was 
compelled, forely againft his confcience, 
to carry home any goods on a Sunday iporn- 



\ 
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ing, always got up as foon as it was light, 
knelt down, and prayed heartily to God to 
forgive him a fin which it was not in his 
power to avoid ; he took care not to lofe a 
moment by the way, but as he was taking 
his walk with the utmoft fpecd, to leave 
bis fhoes with the cuftomers, he fpent his 
time in endeavouring to keep up good 
thoughts in his mind, and praying that the 
day might come when his confcience might 
be delivered from this grievous burthen. 
He was now particularly thankful, that Mr. 
Thomas had formerly taught him fo many 
pfalms and chapters, which he ufed to re- 
peat in thefe walks with great devotion. 

He always got home before the reft of 
the family was up, drefled himfelf very 
clean, and went twice to church ; and as 
he greatly difliked the company and prac- 
tices of his mafter^s houfe, particularly on 
the fabbath-day, he preferred fpending his 
evening alone, reading his Bible, which I 
forgot to fay the worthy clergyman had 
given him wh^n he left his native village. 

Sunday 
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Sunday erening, which is to fame people 
fttch a burden, was to James the higheft 
holiday. He had formerly karnt a little 
how to fing a pfalm of the ckrkof his own 
pariflli, and this was now become a very de- 
lightful part of his evening exercife. And 
as Will Simpfon, one of the journeymen, 
by James's advice and example, was now 
beginning to be of a more ferions way of 
thinking, he often aflked him to fit an hour 
with him, when they read the Bible, artd 
talked it over together in a manner very 
pleafant and improving } and as Will was 
a famous finger, a pfelra or two fung toge- 
ther, was a very innocent pleafure. 

James's good manners and civility to the 
cuftomcrs drew much bufmefs to the feop ; 
and his ikill as a workman was fo great^ 
that every one defired his fhoes might b< 
made by James. Williams grew fo very 
idle and negligent, that be now totally ne-^ 
gkfted his affairs, and to hard drinking 
added deep gaming. All James's care, 
f>oth of the iliop and the accounts, could 

not 
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keep things in any tolerable order : he re- 
prefented to his mafter that they were grow- 
ing worfe and worfe ; and exhorted him, if 
he valued his credit as a tradefman, his 
comfort as a hufband and father, his cha« 
rafter as a mafter, and his foul as a chrif- 
tian to turn over a new leaf. Williams 
fwore a great oath, that he would not be 
reftndned in his pleafures to pleafe a cant- 
ing parilh 'prentice, nor to humour a par- 
cel of fqualling brats — that let4)eople fay 
what they would of him, they (hould never 
fay he was a hypocrite j and as long as they 
could not call him that, he did not care 
what elfe they called him. 

In a violent paifion he immediately went 
to the Greyhound, where he now fpent, not 
only every evening, which he had long 
done, but good part of the day and night 
alfo. His wife was very dreffy, extrava- 
gant, and fond of company, and wafted at 
home as faft as her hufband fpent abroad ; 
fo that all the neighbours faid, if it had not 
|)een for James his mafter muft have been 

a bank- 
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abankrupt long ago, but they were fure he 
could not hold it much longer. 

As Jack Brown fung a good fong, and 
played many diverting tricks, Williams 
Kked his company, and often allowed him 
to make one at the Greyhound ,^ where he 
would laugh heartily at his ftories ; fo that 
every one thought Jack was much the 
greater favourite — fo he was as a compa- 
nion in frolick, and foolery, and pleafurcy 
as it is called; but he would not truft him 
with an inch of leather or fixpence ia 
money : No, no— when bufinefs was to be 
done> or truft was to be repofed, James was 
the man : the idle and the drunken never 
truft one another, if they have common 
fenfe. They like to laugh, and firig, and 
riot, and drink together : but when they 
want a friend, a counfellor, a helper in 
bufinefs or in trouble, they go farther a* 
field ; and Williams, while he would drin^ 
with Jack, would truft James with untold 
gold J and even was fooliflily tempted to 
negleft his bufmefs the more from knowr 

ing 
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iiig that he had ozie at home who was 
taking care of it. 

In fpite of all James's care and diligence^ 
however, things were growing worfe and 
worfe: the more James faved, the more 
his mafter and miftrefs fpent. One morn- 
ing, juft as the (hop was opened, and James 
had fet every body to their refpedive work, 
and he himfelf was fettling the bufine^ for 
the day, he found that his mafter was not 
yet come from the Greyhound. As this 
was now become a common cafe, he only 
grieved but did not wonder at it. While 
he was indulging fad thoughts on what 
would be the end of all this, in ran the tap- 
fter from the Greyhound out of breath, 
and with a look of terror and difmay, de- 
fired James, would ftep over to the public- 
houfe with him that moment, for that his 
mafter wanted him. 

James went immediately, furprifed at this 

unufual meflage. When he got into the 

kitchen of the public-houfe, which he now 

-entered for the firft time in his life^, though 

• it 
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it was juft oppofite the houfe in which he 
lived, he was (hocked at the beaftly difguft- 
ing appearance of every thing he beheld. 
There was a table covered with tankards, 
punch-bowls^ broken glaflfes, pipes, and 
dirty greafy packs of cards, and all over 
wet with liquor ; the floor was ftrewed with 
broken earthen cups, odd cards, and an £0 
table which had been ihivered to pieces in 
a quarrel ; behind the table flood a crowd 
of dirty fellows, with matted locks, holbw 
eyes, and faces fmeared with tobacco; 
James made his way after the tapfter, 
through this wretched looking crew, to a 
fettle which flood in the chimney comer. 
Not a word was uttered, but the ilent hor- 
ror feemed to denote fomething more than 
a mere common drunken bout. 

What was the difmay of James, when he 
faw his miferable mallier ftretched out on 
the fettle, in all the agonies of death ! He 
had fallen into a fit, after having drunk hard 
bcft part of the night, and feemed to have 
but a few minutes to live. In his fright- 
ful 
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ful countenance was difplayed the dreadful 
jdfture of fin and death; for he ftruggled 
at once under the guilt of intoxication, and 
the pangs of a dying man. He recovered 
his fenjes for a few moments, and called 
out to afk if his faithful fervant was come : 
James went up to him, took him by his cold 
hand, but was too much moved to fpeak« 
** Oh ! James, James/* cried he in a broken 
vcMce, ** pray for me, comfort me." James 
fpoke kindly to him, but was too honeft 
to give him faife comfort, as is too often 
done by miftaken friends in thefe dreadful 
moments. 

*' James,^' faid he, " I have been a bad 
^ raafter to you— -you would have iavcd 
** me foul and body, but I would not let 
** you— I have ruined my wife, my children, 
** and my own foul. Take warning, oh, 
^' take warning by my miferable end,'^ 
faid he to his ftupified companions; but 
none were able to attend to him but James, 
who bid him lift up his heart to Qod, and 
prayed heartily for him himfelf. *^ Oh !" 
xo £ud 
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faid the dying man, ^^ it is too late, too httf 
^ for me— but you have ftill time," faid he 
to the h^If-drunken terrified crew around 
him. " Where is Jack ?" Jack Brown 
came forward, but was too much frightened 
to fpeak. '' O wretched boy V faid he^ 
^^ I fear I (hali have the ruin of thy foul, as 
" well as my own, to anfwer for. Stop 
*' fliort !— Take warning — now, in the days 
." of thy youth. O James, James, thou 
** doft not pray for me. Death is dread- 
** ful to the wicked — O the fling of death 
*' to a guilty confcieace !'* Here he lifted 
up his ghaftly eyes in fpeechlefs horror, 
grafped hard the hand of James, gave a 
deep hollow groan, and clofed his eyes 
never to open them but in an awful eternity. 
This was death in all its horrors ! The 
gay companions of his finful pleafures could 
not fland the fight; all flunk away like 
guilty thieves from their late favourite 
friend — no one was left to affifl him, but 
his two apprentices. Brown was not fb 
hardened but that he fhed many tears for 

his 
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Us unhappy, mafter ; and even made fome 
ki^y refolutio^ of amenddient, which were 
too iooa forgotten. 

iWhile Bcown ft^ped home to call tb« 
workmen to come and ai&fl: in removing 
th^.pogr msAtt^ James (laid alone with 
tbe corpfei and en^ployed thofe awful mor 
ments in indulging the mod ferious thoughts;^ 
and praying heartily to God, that fo ter- 
fihle a leflon might not be thrown away 
upon him; but that he might be enabled 
to live in a conilant (late of preparation for 
death* Tl^e lefolutipns he mjade at this 
imoment, as they were not made in his owa 
•ftrengthi b^t in an humble reliance on 
iCrod'^gradoi^ he^9 were of ufe to him as 
J^Qg as he livedo and if ever he was for a 
^moment tempted to fay, or do a wrong 

ildiig, the. remembrance of his poor dying 
cmafter's laft agonies, and the dreadful 

words he uttered, always operated as anin^^ 

ftant chedk upon him. 
• When Williams was buried, and his 

affairs came to be inquired into> they were 
voLk V* H found 
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found to be in a fad condirion. His vii&f 
indeed, was the lefs to be pitied, as fhe had 
contributed hef full fhare to the commMl 
fufn. James, however, did pity her, and 
by his ikill in accounts, his known honelbf^' 
and the truft the creditors put in his word^ 
things came to be fettled rather better tlna 
Mrs. Williams expefted. 

Both Brown and James were now with* 
in a month or two of being out of their 
time. The creditors^ as was fald before; 
employed James to fettle his late matter's 
accounts, which he did in a manner fo cre- 
ditable to his abilities, and his honefty^ that 
they propofed to him to take the ihop him- 
felf. He affured them it was utterly out of 
his power for want of money. As the cre- 
ditors had Hot the leaft fear of being repaid, 
if it (hould pleafe God to fpare his life, they 
generoufly agreed among themfelves, to 
advance him a fmall fum of money without 
any fecurity but his bond ; for this he was 
to pay a very reafonable intereft, and to re- 
turn the whole in a given number of years. 

James 



Y 
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jfamies^ feed tears of gratitude at this tefti- 
mony to his character, and could hardly be 
prevailed on tb iftcept their kindnefS) fo 
grelt was hrs dread of being in debt. 

He took the remainder of the leafe from 
his miftrefs ; and, in fettling affairs with ber^ 
took care to make every thing sis advanta* 
geous to her as pofiible. - He never once 
allowed himfelf to think how unkind fhe 
had been to him ; he only faw in her the 
needy widow of his deceafed mafterj and 
the dtdfrefled mother of an infant family ; 
and was heartily Xorry it was not in hh 
power to contribute to their fupport s it 
Was not only James's duty, but his delight, 
to return good for evil — for he was a 
Chriftian. 

James Stock was tioW, by the bleffing 
of Gdd on his own eameft endeavours, 
mafter of a confiderable fhop, Sind was re- 
fpe&ed by the whole town for his prudence, 
hoiiefty^ and piety. How he behaved in 
his new flation^ and alfo what befel his com- 
tade Brown^ muft be the fubjeft of another 
H^ bock^ 
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book; and I hope my: readers will look 
fotward with fome imps^tieilce for fome 
further accntint of this i^rthy yoiuig:ma&« 
In the mean time, otfier apprentices will da 
well to follow fo>praife»worthy an ezamf^Ie, 
and to remember, that the'refpeftaUe-inal^ 
ter of a large fliop^ and a profitable bnfi- 
nefs, wa% raifed to that crecUtabk fituatkm^ 
without money, iriends, or ooanbftionst 
from the low beginning of a parifh appten- 
tice, by fobriety, indtiftry, ibe feat of God^ 
and an obedience to the divitie priiM^ple^ 
of the Chriftian religion* ' 



PART 11. 

The Apprentice turned Mqfier. 

The firft part of this hiftory left^twtli 
the dreadful fudden death of WilKams the 
idle ftioemaker, who died in a drunken£t at 
the. Greyhound. It alfo Ihewed how Jamei 
Stock, his faithful, apprentice, by his hoi]€ft 

and 
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VBDii upright behaviour, fo gained the loye^ 
andrefpefi; of bis late mafter's creditors, 
that they fet blraup in buflnefs, though he 
was not worth a fhilling of bis own, fuch is 
*hte power of a good charafter ! And when 
we lafl; parted from him he had juft got 
polTeiSon of his mafter's fhop. 

This fudden profperity was a time of trial 
for James ; who, as he was now become a 
creditable tradefman, I (hall hereafter think 
proper to call Mr. James Stock. I fay, this 
ludden rife in life was a time of trial ; for 
we hardly know what we are ourfelves till 
we become our own mafters. There is 
indeed always a reafonable hope that a good 
fervant will not make a bad mafter, and 
that a faithful apprentice will prove an 
honeft tradefman. But the heart of maa 
is deceitful j and feme folks who feem to 
behave very well while they are under fub- 
. jedlion, no fooner get a little power than 
their heads are turned, and they grow 
prouder than thofe who are gentlemen 
ix>rn. They forget at onc^e that they were 
lately poor and dependent themfelves, fo that 
H 3 one 
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one would think that with their poverty they 
had loft their memory too. I have knowu 
fome who had fuffered moft hardfliips in 
their early day$, become the moft hard and 
opprefSve in their turn ; fo that they feem 
to forget that fine confiderate reafon which 
God gives to the children of Ifrael why they 
fliould be merciful to their fervants,r^/w^;»^<?r- 
ingj faith he, that thou tbyfelfwqft a hondnian. 

Young Mr. Stock did not fo forget him- 
felf. He had indeed the only fure guard 
from falling into this error. It was not 
from any eafmefs in his natural difpofition : 
for that only juft ferves to make folks good- 
natured when they are pleafed, and patient 
when they have nothing to vex them. 
James went upon higher ground. He 
brought his religion into all his aftions; he 
did not give way to abufive language, be* 
caufe he knew it was a fin. He did not 
ufe his apprentices ill, becaufe he kaew he 
had himfelf a Mafter in heaven. 

He knew he owed his prefent happy fitu- 
ation to the kindnefs of the creditors. But 
did he grow eafy and carelefs becaufe he kpew 

he 
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}ie had fuch frieiids ? No indeed. He worked 
ynth double diligence in order to get out 
^ 4iebt, and to let thefe friends fee he did 
^ot abufe their kindnefs. Such behaviour 
;^s this is the greateft encouragement ixx the 
^world to rich people to lend a little money. 
^t creates friends, and it keeps them. 

His Aoes and boots wpi-e macje i^ the 
bed manner ; this got him bufinefs .; he fet 
^t with a rule to tell no lies and deceive 
no cuflomers ; this fecured his bufinefs^ 
He had two leafons for not promifing to 
fend home goods when he knew he fhould 
not b^ able to keep hi$ wprd. T^e fij'fly 
hecaufe he knew a lie was a fin, the next, 
becaufe it was a folly. There is no .credit 
fooner worn out than that which is gaine4 
by falfe pretences. After a little while no 
one is deceived by them, Falfehood is fq 
<bon detedled that I believe moft tradeff 
mei;i are the poorer for it in the long run^ 
Deceit is t]tie word part of a fhopkceper*^ 
^ock in trade^ 

James was now at the head of a family* 

[^This is a ferious fituation (f^id he to hinv 

H ^ felf. 
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felf, one fine frnnmer^s evening, as he flood 
leaning over the half door of hfeihop to 
enjoy a little frefh air) ; I am now mafter of 
a family. My cares ate dotibled, and fq^ 
are my duties. I fee the higher one gett 
m life the more one has to aafwer for. Let 
me now call to mind the forrdw I ufedf ta 
fed when I wasf made to carry work home 
6ri a Sunday by an ungodly mafter ; and Idt 
me now keep the refdlutions I theh fonhctd. 
So what his heart found right to do he 
f efolved to do quickly ; and he fet out at 
firft as he meant to go on. The Sunday 
was truly a dtay of reft at Mr. Stock^s. He 
would not altow a pair of fhoes to be giveR 
out on that day to oblige the bcft cuftomer 
he had. And what did he lofe by it ? Why 
Nothing. For when the people were once 
tfed to it, they liked Saturday night juft as 
Well. But had it been otherwife he wotdd 
have given up his gains to his confcience. 



Shewing 
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$heu»pg bow Mr» Stock behaved U bis 
Apprentices. 

When he got up in the world fo far as 
to have apprentices, he thought himfclf as 
^iCGOObtable §oi their behaviour as if they 
^d been his children. He was very Idnd 
fo them, and had a cheerful merry way of 
talking to them, fo that the lads who had 
feen too much of fwearing, reprobate maf- 
tersf, were very fond of him. They were 
never afraid of fpeaking to him, they told 
him all then* little troubles, and confidered 
their mafter as their beft friend, for they 
fkid they would do any thing for a good 
word and a kind look. As he did not 
fwcar at them when they had been guilty 
cf a fault, they did not lie to him to conceal 
k, and thereby make one fault two. But 
though he was very kind, he was very 
watchful alfo, for he did not think neglefl: 
any part of kindnefs. He brought them to 
adopt one very pretty method, which was, 
on a Sunday evening to divert themfelves 

with 
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with writing out half a dozen texts of Scrip* 
ture in a neat copy-book with gilt coveFS, 
You may have the fame at any of the fta- 
tioners ; they do not coft aboye four peace^ 
and will laft nearly a year. 

When the boys carried him their bookfl, 
he juftly commended him whofe texts were 
written in the faireft hand, ^^ And now^ 
•^ my boys/' faid he, ^' let us fee which of 
^^ you will learn your texts bed in: the 
^^courfe of the week; he who does this. 
^ fhall chufe for next Sunday,'* Thus the;, 
boys foon got many pfalms and chapters by 
fceart, almoft without knowing how they 
came by them. He taught them how to 
make a praflical ufe of what they learnt ; 
** for," faid he, " it will anfwer little pur^ 
** pofe to learn texts if we do not try to. 
•^ live up to them.'* One of the boyg 
being apt to play in his abfence, and to 
run back again to his work when he heard 
his mafter's ftep, he brought him to a, 
ifenfe of his fault by the laft Sunday's texts, 
which happened to be the 6th of ^ph^ans^ 

He 
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He ihewed him what was meant by behff 
obedient to bis majier injinglenefs of heart as 
unto Chrijij and explained to him with fa 
much kindnefs what it was, not to work ivitb 
eye-fervice as men pleafers^ but doing the will 
of God front the hearty that the lad faid hm 
fhould never forget it, and it did more to* 
wards curing him of idlenefs than the 
foundeft horfe- whipping would have done. 

How Mr. Stock got out of Debt. 

Stock's behaviour was very regular, and 
he was much beloved for his kind and 
pieaceable temper. He had alfo a good re- 
putation for (kill in his trade, and his in« 
duftry was talked of through the whole 
town, fo that he had foon more work than 
he could poilibly do. He paid all his deal* 
crs to the very day, and took care to carry 
his intereft money to the creditors the mo- 
ment it became due. In two or three years 
he was able to begin to pay off a fmall part 
i)f the principal. His reafon for being fo 
^ager to pay nion^y as foon ^s it be<;ame 

due 
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4ui^ ^^ thi$ :*-:I^ had ohfewed tradefinen, 
and elpeciaHy his old mafter^.put off ^ 
d^iy.of pj^ymeut. a^ Ipag as. they could> eTcak 
ihou^ tbey had the means of paying ia 
dieir power. This deceived them :. for 
liaving mopey in their, pockets they fioi^Qt 
it bek^nged tp. the creditor, and> not ta 
Iberrifelves, ai»d fp got to fancy they were 
rich when they, were reaUy poor. Thia 
falfe notion led thern to indulge in idle 
cxpences, whereas, if they had paid regu- 
larly, they would have had thi« one tenaipt* 
iktion the lefe. A young tradefman^ whi» 
be is going to fpeud money, fhould at leail 
silk himfelf. Whether this money is his own 
car his creditors' ? This little queftion might 
help to prevent many a bankn^)tcy. 

A true Chriftian always goes heartily to 
work to fkxd out what is his befetting fin ; 
and when he has found it, (which he eafily 
may if he looks (harp,) againft this fin he 
watches narrowly. Now I know it is the 
fa(hbn among fome folks (and a bad faihion 
it is) to fancy that good people have no fin j 

but 
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but this only (hews their ignorance. It is 
not true. That good man St. Paul kxi€v 
better *. And when men do not own their 
(lAs, it is. iK>t':becaufe therer is no fin. in 
theit h^i^ biat bccaufjs. they -are ndt 
lH£^ous to fearob for tt,.Etor Immble to cotli»> 
fefs k, nor penitent to motim over it. . But 
tl^s wJEis tit>t . the 'cafe with -James Stock* 
^^ Examiiiie ydurfelves trvdy,*' faid Jie, " it 
<« no blwl part of the catechifm.** He bc«- 
gailrto be aff aid (hat his- defire of Uving 
Ct^itably, atid ¥nthout being a burthea to 
bnf one, might, under the ma(k of honefty 
and independence, lead him inta pride and 
covetoirfhefs. He feared that the bias of 
his heart lay that way. So inftead of being 
' proud of his fobriety ; inftead of bragging 
that h© never i^nt his money idly, nor 
went to the ale-houfe ; inftead of boaftin^ 
how hard he worked, and how he denied 
himfelf, he ftrove in fecret that even thefe 
£Ood qualities might aot grow out of a 

* See Romans, \u, 

wrong 
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1;^rong fo6t. l1ie following event was of 
life to him ill the way of indulging any iH* 
pofition to cbvetonfnefs : 

One evening as he was ftjan'diilg at the 
door of his fliop, a poor dirty boy, without 
blockings andihoes, came up and aflced hint 
for a bit of broken vi(ftua]s, for he had eated 
nothing all day. In fpite of his dirt Mi 
rags he was a very pretty^ lively, civil fpoken 
boy, and Mr. Stock could not help thinking 
he knew fomething of his face. He fetched 
him out a good piece of bread and cheefe^ 
and while the boy was devouring it, aiked 
him if he had no parents, and why he went 
about in that vagabond manner ? " Daddy 
*' has been dead fome years," faid the boy J 
*' he died in a fit over at the Greyhound* ' 
" Mammy," fays he, " ufed to live at thig 
** fhop, and then we did not want for clothes 
*' nor victuals neirtier/* Stock was liiehed 
almofi; to tears on finding that this dirty 
beggar-boy was Tommy Williams, the foa 
of his old mafter. He blefled God on com- 
paring his own happy condition with that of 
6 this 
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this poor deftitute child, but he was not 
J^roud at the cocnparifon ; and while he was 
thankful for his own profperity, he pitied 
the helplefs boy* " Where have you been 
" living of late ?** faid he to him, ** for I 
>' underftood you all went home to your 
« mother's friends."— " So we did, fir," 
laid the boy, " but they are grown tired of 
*^ iljjuntaining us, becaufe they faid that 
** mammy fpent all the money which fhould 
'' have gone to buy vidtuals for us, on fnuff 
** imd dr^ms. And fo they have fent us 
" back to this place, which is daddy's 
« parifh/' 

" And where do you live here ?" faid 
Mr. Stock. " O fir, we are all put into the 
** pariih poor-houfe." — " And does your 
*^ mother do any thing to help to maintain 
•* you V — " No, fir, for mammy fays Ihe 
" was not brought up to work like poor 
" folks, and fhe would rather ftarve than 
"fpm or knit; fo fhe lies a-bed all the 
" morning, and fends us about to pick up 
-" what we can, a bit of viftuals or a few 

« half. 
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** hal^Dce.**-r— " And have you any mo^y 
*^m yowr pocket now?"—" Yes, «fir,-l 
"have got three halfpence whidi I bwe 
** begged to-day •" — " Thra, as you were 
** ib very hungry, how came you next tb 
** buy a roll at that baker^s over 'the 
*' way ?" — " Becaufe, fir, I was goiBg- 16 
*^ lay it out in tea for mammy, for4 -iidWr 
** lay out a farthing for myfelf. • iftde^ 
** mammy fays fee will have her tea itmce 
*^ a-day if we beg oi ftarve for 4t.'*— ''^ <2aft 
*^ you read, my boy ?" faid Mr. Stoc^r-^ 
** A little, fir, and fay my prayers too/*-^ 
" And can you fay your catechifm ?'^— t" 1 
*^ have almofl: forgotten it all, fir, Aough 
I remember fomething about honottring 
viy father and mother , and that makes me 
ftill carry the halfpence home to mammy 
*^ inftead of buying cakes." — " Who taught 
you thefe good things ?" — " One Jenimy 
Stock, fir, who was a parifh 'prentice to 
my daddy. He taught me one queftion 
*' out of the catechifm every night, and al* 
^* ways made ms fay my prayers to him be- 

« fore 






4C 
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" fore I went to bed. He told me I (hould 
^ go to the wicked place if I did not fear 
^^ God, fo I am (till afraid to tell lies like 
" the other boys. Poor Jemmy gave me a 
<« piece of gingerbread every time I learnt 
" well J but I have no friend now ; Jemmy 
** was very good to me, though mammy 
"did aothing but beat him." 

Mr. Stock was too much moved to carry 
on the difcourfe ; he did not make himfelf 
known to the boy, but took him over to the 
baker's (hop; as they walked along he 
could not help repeating aloud a verfe or 
two of that beautiful hyinn, fo defervedly 
the favourite of all children : 

** Not more than others I deferve, 
** Yet God hath given me more ; 

** For I have food whfle others (larve» 
** Or beg from door to door." 

The little boy looked up in his face, ray- 
ing, ." Why, fir, that's the very hymn 
*f which Jemmy Stock gave me a penny for 
" learning." Stock made no anfwer, but 

.VOL. V. I put 
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put a couple of threepenny loaves Into his 
hand to carry home^ and told hitn to call 
on him again at fuch a time in the followibg 

week. 

Hew Mr. Stock contrived to be charitable 
without any Expence,. 

Stock had abundant fubjeft for rndka^ 
tion that nrght. He wus puzeledwhaf to 
do with the boy, Whlld he tea^ issOTying 
on hik tf ade upon boitdwed money; Ixe^did 
hot adftk it right to give any patt rf dM 
money to affift the iAfe, M even tb helj^iAe 
aiftrcflfed.' *' I muft be juft/* faid lie, 
" before I am generous/* Still he ^Ottld 
not bear to fee this fine boy given up to 
certain tmt. He did riot think it fafe to 
take him, into his ihop in his prefent igno« 
rant unprindpkd ftate. At laft be hit up- 
on this thought : I work for myfelf twelve 
hours in the day. Why fhall I tubt w^rk 
one hour tft two foir this boy in thd ev«- 
ing ? It M^ill be but for a yeaf) ati* IfliftH 
then h^ve more right to do what I pleaTe. 

My 



% Hjoncy will ^w be my own, I fliall 
^e paid my d^t$. 

So he begw to put his tefolution in prac- 
^e.that vpry night, ftickiog to bis old no- 
tJQf^ ^Hwntpmrng pff <ill <ro-morrow what 
4i0^d he dood tprd^y ; j^i^ }t wa$ thought 
h^ ^^ed much pf hisfuccdi in.Iife, a^ well 
^^TJW^'gro.lpith ift g(90^ef$, itp ibis little fay- 
ixiga. " I am young and healthy/' fgid he, 
^ one iidur*^ work owre will do me no 
^f hairm; IvnUbt afid^ all I get by thefe 
** xwer-houra^and pui the boy to fqbool. I 
" havefltotpHily no fight to punMh this child 
** foif the ilns of his father^ but I confider 
*^ that tho¥^gh God hated thpf<b fins^ he bps 
*?;niade ithem bt rnftrtni^efttol Ip my ad- 
"nnoem^nt/' 

, Toaajmy WUliams called »t the time ap- 
po«»ed. In the n>^fttifl?^ Mr. Stock's 
maid had made him a i^eat little fuit pf 
clotlies out of an old coat (^ her mafter's. 
She hitd alfo igik him a pair of ftockingis, 
and Mr. Stock made him fit down in the 
(hop, while he himfelf fitted him with a pair 
12 of 
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of new fboes. The maid having waflied; 
and dreffed him, Mr. Stock took him by 
the hand, and walked along with him to the 
parifh poor-houfe to find his mother. They* 
found her dieffed in ragged ^ filthy fineryi^ 
(landing at the door^ where fhe pafled' moft^ 
of her time, quarrelling with half a dozen*' 
women as idle and dirty as herfelf. When- , 
fhe faw Tommy fo neat and well-drefledy^ 
(he fell a-crying for joy. She faid ** it put 
" her hi mind of oM times, for Tommy al- 
**ways ufed to be dreffed like a gentle- 
" man.*' — " So much the worfe," faid Mr. 
Stock ; *Mf you had not begun by making' 
^^ him look like a gentleman, you needed. 
" not have ended by making him look 
« like a beggar."—" Oh Jem !*' faid (he, 
(for though it was four years fince (he had 
feen him, (he Toon recollefted him,) " fine 
" times for you ! fet a beggar on horfe- 
" back— you know the proverb. I (hall 
" beat Tommy well for finding you out^ 
" and expofing me to you.** 

Inftead 
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Inftead of entering into any difpute with 
this bad woman, or praifmg himielf at her 
expence ; inftead of putting her in mind of 
her paft ill behaviour to him, or reproach- 
ing her with the bad ufe fhe had made of 
her proQ>erity, he mildly faid to her, — 
" Mrs. Williams, I am forry for your rais- 
^* fortunes ; I am come to relieve you of 
** part of your burthen. I will take Tom- 
^' my oflf your hands. I will give him a 
*^ year's board and fchooling, and by that 
" time I (hall fee what he is fit for. I will 
^ promife nothing, but if the boy turns out 
*^ well I will never forfake him. I (hall 
" make but one bargaih with you, which 
'^-is, that he muft not come to this place to 
** hear all this railing and fwearing, nor 
** iball he keep company with thefe pilfer- 
^ ing idle children. You are welcome to 
" go and fee him when you pleafe, but here 
" he muft not come." 

The foolifh woman burft but a-crying, 

laying, ** fhe fhould lofe her poor dear 

^ Tommy for ever. Mr. Stock might give 

13 " A^r 
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^^ her the money ht intended to pay at the 
•* fchool, for nobody could do fo well by 
** hhn as bis own mother/* -The truth ww, 
fhe wanttd to get thefe new clothes into 
her clutches, which Would all harve been 
pawned at the dram fliop before the wedt 
wa» out. This Mr. Stodt well knew; 
from crying fhe fell to fcolding and fwear- 
ing^ She toM him he was an unnatotat 
Wretch, that wanted to make a child de- 
fpife his own m(>tber becaufe Ihe Was 
poor. She even went fo f^ a^ to &y 
fhe would not part from him ; fhe faid 'fli6 
hated your godly people, they had no 
bowels of compalTion, but tried to fee men, 
women, and children againft their own fiefh 
and blood. 

Mr. Stock now almofl: loft his patience, 
and for one moment a thought came acrofi 
him, to flrip the boy, carry back the clothes, 
and leave him to his unntitural mother. 
"Why/' faid he, " ihould t work over- 
" hours, sund wear out my ftrength for tlm 
^ Wicked woman ?'' But he fooA checked 

thi« 



TMS TWO &HOEHAKERI. 1 1-9 

thi« thought, by refledUng on the patience 
and loog-ftiflfering of God with rebelHow 
fimieta* Vw cured hi$ anger m ft mp- 
mcat, aud be mildly reafoned iifith her <i)a 
her foUy aad bliadnefs in oppofrng the good 
of her child. 

Om of the neighbours who ftood by 
&td, " What a fin^ thteg it wa$ (or fhe 
^ boy ! but fome people were bOrn to b^ 
'^ kicky. She wiflied Mr. Stock would 
^ take a fancy to her child, be Should have 
" hun foon eaough." Mrs. WilUams n^w 
began to be frightened left Mr. Stjcnrfc 
ihouli take the woman at her word, and 
fuHenly confented to let the boy go, feorii 
estry and malice, not from pruxLsuce $(iid 
gratitude ; and Tommy was lent to fchool 
that very night, his mother crying and roar- 
ing, inftead of thanking God fis)7 fuch a 
bieifing. 

Aod here I cannot forbeaar telling a very 

goodroatured thing of WillSiinplbn, c«ae of 

the workmen. By-the-bye it was that very 

young feUow who was. reformed by Stock'^s 

I 4 good 
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good example when he was an apprentice^ 
and who ufed to (ing pfalms with him on a 
Sunday evening when they got out of the 
way of Williams's junketing. Will coining 
home early one evening, was furprifed to 
find his mafter at work by himfelf, long 
after the ufual time. He begged fo heartily 
to know the reafon, that Stock owned the 
truth. Will was fo ftruck with this piece 
of kindnefs, that he fnatched up a laft, cry- 
ing out, ** Well, mafter, you (hall not work 
" by yourfelf, however ; we will go fnacks 
" in maintaining Tommy : it fhall never be 
** faid that Will Simpfon was idling about, 
" when bis mafter was working for charity.** 
This made the hour pafs chearfuUy, and 
doubled the profits. 

In a year or two Mr. Stock, by God's 
bleffing on his labours, became quite clear 
of the world. He now paid off his credit- 
ors ; but he never forgot his obligation to 
them, and found many opportunities of 
fliewing kindnefs to them, and to their 
children after them. He now caft about 

fo^ 
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for a proper wife, and as he was thought a 
profperous man, and was very well-looking 
befides, moft of the fmart girls of the place, 
with their tawdry finery, ufed to be often 
parading before the fhop, and would even 
go to church in order to put themfelves in 
his way. But Mr. Stock when he went to 
church had other things in his head ; and if 
ever he thought about thefe gay damfels at 
all, it was with concern in feeing them fo 
improperly tricked out, fo that the very 
means they took to pleafe him made him 
diflike them. 

There was one Betfy Weft, a young wo- 
man of excellent charafter and very modeft 
appearance. He had feldom feen her out, 
as (he was employed night and day in wait- 
ing on an aged widowed mother who was 
both lame and blind. This good girl was 
indeed almoft literally eyes and feet to her 
helplefs parent, and Mr. Stock ufed to fee 
her, through the little cafement window, 
lifting her up and feeding her with a • ten- 
dernefs which greatly raifed his efteem for 

her. 
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her. He ufed to* tell Will Simpfon, as they 
fat at work, that fuch a dutiful daughter 
could hardly fail to make a faithful wife* 
He had not, however, the heart to try to 
draw her off from her care of her fick mo- 
ther. The poor woman declined very faft. 
Betfy was much employed in reading or 
praying by her while (he was awake, and 
paffed good part of the night while Ihe 
ilept, in doing fome fine works to fell in or- 
der to fupply her fick mother with litiJc 
delicacies which their poor pittance could 
not afford, while (lie herfelf lived on a cruft. 
Mr. Stock knew that Betfy would have 
little or nothing after her nr other's deadly 
as (he had only a life income. On thf 
other hand Mr. Thorapfon, the tanner, had 
offered him two hundred pounds with his 
daughter Nancy : but he was almoft forrj 
that he had not in this cafe an opportunity 
of refifting his natural bias, which rather 
lay on the fide of loving money : '' For/* 
faid -he, " putting principle and putting af- 
*^ fedicn out of the queftion, I (hall do a 

'* more 
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** more frtident thing by marrying Betfy 
*• Weft, who will conform to her ftation, 
** and is a reHgious, humble, induftrious girl, 
" without a fhilling, than by having an idle 
" dreffy lafs, who will negled my family 
*' and fill my houfe with company, though 
^^ flie fhould have twice the fortune which 
" Nancy Thompfon would bring." 
• At length poor old Mrs. Weft was re- 
kafod from all her fufFerings. At a proper 
time Mr. Stock propofed marriage to Betfy, 
and was accepted. .All the difappointed 
girls in the town wondered what any body 
could like in fuch a dowdy as that. Had 
&e man no eyes ? They thought Mr. Stock 
had had more tafte. Oh ! how it did pro- 
yoke ^11 the vain idle things* to find, that 
flaying at home, dreffing plainly, ferving 
God^ and nurfing a blind mother, fliould 
do that tor Betfy Weft, which all their con- 
trivances, flaunting, and dancing, could not 
do for them. 

He was not difappointed in his hope of 
meeting with a good wife in.Betfy, as in- 
deed 
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deed thofe who marry on right grounds 
feldom are. But if religious perfons will, 
for the fake of money, chufe partners for 
Kfe who have no religion, do not let them 
complain that they are unhappy; they 
might have known that beforehand. 

Tommy Williams was now taken home 
to Stock's houfe and bound apprentice. 
He was always kind and attentive to his 
mother; and every penny which Will 
Simpfon or his mafter gave him for learn" 
ing a chapter, he would fave to buy a bit of 
tea and fugar for her. When the other 
boys laughed at him for being fo foolift as 
to deny himfelf cakes and apples, to give 
his money to her who was fo bad a woman, 
he would anfwer, " It may be fo, but fee 
*' is my mother for all that.** 

Mr. Stock v/as much moved at the^ change 
in this boy, who turned out a very good 
youth. He refolved, as God (hould profper 
him, that he v/ould try to fnatch other help- 
lefs creatures from fm and ruin. '' For," 
fold he, ** it is owing to God's blefSng on 

" the 
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^ the inftruftions of my good mimfter when 
" I was a child, that I have been faved from 
" the broad way of deftruftion/* He ftill 
gave God the glory of every thing he did 
aright ; and when Will Simpfon one day faid 
to hrm, ^* Matter, I wi(h I were half as 
^* good as you are/' — " Hold, William,** 
anfwcred he gravely, " I once read in a" 
" book, that the devil is willing enough we 
** Aould appear to do good aftions, if he 
**, can but make us proud of them.** 

But we muft not forget our other old 
acquaintance, Mr. Stock's fellow-prentice. 
So next month you may expeft a full ac- 
count of the many tricks and frolics of idle 
Jack Brown. 



PART III. 

Some Account of the Frolicks of idle Jack Brown. 

You fhall now hear what befel idle Jack 

Brown^ who, being a farnler's fon, had 

1 5 many 
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not be abore taking a hint in this refybBt 
from James Stock the flioemaker. 

Brown was ftill miwilling to part froHt 
him ; indeed he was too idle to look 
for bufinefs, fo he offered Stock to 
with him as a joameyman; bot this he 
alfo mildly refnfed. It hurt his good-naime 
to do fo ; but he refieded that a youngs 
man who has bis way to make in the wodd 
mud not only be good-natured, he muft be 
prudent alfo* ^^ I am refolved," laid bJB^ 
^ to employ none but the mod fober, wet 
•* gular young men I can get. Evil am* 
^^ munications corrupt good manners, and 
^^ I fhould be anfwerable for all the diibr-^ 
^^ ders of my own houfe if I knowingly: took 
*^ a wild drinking young fellow into iu 
^ That which might be kindnefs to Qne, 
^^ would be injudice to many, and therefore 
" a fin in myfelf." 

Brown's mother was in a great rage when 
fhe heard that her fon had (looped fo low as 
to make this offer. She valued herfelf on 
being proud, for ihe thought pride was a 

grand 
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ftttnd thing* Poor woman ! She did not 
knom that k is the meaneft thing in the 
wofid. It was her ignorance which made 
kcr proud, as is apt to be the cafe. ^ You 
^Mean^i^ted ralbaV^ faid Ihe to Jaok^ 
*^ 1 had rather follow you to' your grave, as 
♦* well as I love you> than fee you difgrac^ 
^ your family by working under Jem Stocky 
^ ^ parifii apprentice.** She, forgot ai- 
l«ady what pains Ihe had taken about 4he 
partnerfliip, but pride and paffion have bad 
^Riemoiies. 
' It 4s hard to fey which was now upper- 
inoftjn her nmid/herdelire to be revenged 
<jn Stock, or to fee Ker fon make a figure. 
^^e raifed every 'Mling ihe could get from 
her bu&and, and all (he could crib from 
the 'dairy to fet up jack in a fliowy way. 
So the very ^lext market day (he came her- 
Telf, and took for him the new white houfe, 
"wkh the two little fafli windows painted 
l>lae, and blue spoils before the door. It is 
• that -houfe whidi lias the old crols juft be- 
vol.. v. K fore 
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fore it, as yoii turn dovm between As 
church and the Greyhound, Its being fo 
near the church to be fure was no recom^ 
mendation to Jack, but its being fo near 
the Greyhound was, md fo. taking one 
thing with the other it was to be fure nc 
bad fituation ^ but what weighed moft wit& 
the mother was, that it was a much more 
fliowy ihop than Stock's ; and (he honfe, 
though not half fo conveiuent, was £ur 
more fmart.- 

In order to draw cuftom, his fpolifh mo- 
ther avifed him to tmderfell his neighbours 
juft at firft } to buy ordinary but fliawy 
goods, and to employ cheap workmen. ^ 
ihort, (he charged him to leave no ftqne 
unturned to ruin his old comrade Stock. 
. Indeed fhe always thought with double fa- 
tisfaSion of Jack's profperity, becaufe (he 
always joined to it the hope that hh fuccefs 
would be the ruir> of Stock, for (he owned 
it would be the joy of her heart to brmg 
that proud uptldrt' to a m'orfel of bread. 

She' 
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She did nof underftand, for her part, why 
ibch beggars muft become tradefmen; it was 
making a velvet purfe of a fow's ear. 

Stock, however, fet out on quite another 
fet of principles. He did not allow himfelf 
to fquare his own behaviour to others by 
theirs to him. He feldom afked hlmfelf 
what he ihould like to do : but he had a 
mighty way of frying, I wonder now what is 
my (hity to do? And when he was once 
clear in that matter he generally did it, al- 
ways begging God's bleffing and dire£tion. 
So inftead of fetting Brown at defiance; 
inftead of all that vulgar felfifhnefs, of catch 
he that catch can— and two of a trade can 
never agree — ^he rcfolved to be friendly to- 
wards him. Inftead of joining in the laugh 
againft Brown for making his houfe fo fine> 
he was lorry for him, becaufe he feared he 
would never be able to pay fuch a rent. He 
very kindly cal)ed upon him, told him there 
was bufmefs enough for them both, and 
rgave him many ufeful hints for his going 
on. He warned him to go oftener to church 
K 2 and 
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and feldomer to the Greyhonod : pot 
in nund faov followilDg the one and fcr- 
laking the other had been the ram of tbeir 
poor mafter, and added tht fclOomiog 

ADVICE TO YOUXG TRADESMEN. 

Bay the hefi g!!ods ; cui the fvwt Mi ymr^i 
felf; let the eye of tbemqfterbe every svbene ; 
empfGr thefcberefl men ; mssid all the hmib^ 
celts cf trade ; never Imver the credU ef 4iP 
otter to raife your €rjm% rrudkejh^rt faymemhf 
ieep exaS accounts ; a^c^rd Idle c cmfi a n y ^ and 
te vcryftriH ts your word. 

For a ihoTt time things u-ent on fWn- 
mingly. Brown was merrr and chriL The 
ftop was well fituated for gofiip; ari 
tvtrf one who had fomethin^ to lav, iud 
nothing to do, was welcome. Ereiyift 
ttory was firft fpread, and every idle foag 
firft fung, in Brown's ftop. Every erf- 
tomer who came to be meafbred was pro- 
mired that his (hoes ftould be done firft* 
But the misfortune was, if twenty c»ne li 
a day the fkme promife was made to all ; lb 

that 



l^lHit.juiieteen vffijre cjifappoffited,, apd of 
fojlf^f^ affront^. JJe nqver feid So to any 
fli>j?r. jit 18 fnd^d 9. word which, it require? 
^jgaje t^pi^efty to p;ronounce. By all tbefe 
falfe promifes he was thought the mpft 
^l^iging feUow tl^ ever made a ihop. And 
i^ ke f«t owt on jtljp principle of under^Hjujig, 
|>(ppji^ took a mighty fancy to ^e ch^ 
(^(jip. And it was agreed lam^ng ^ the 
yotux^ a^d giddy^. th^ he wo^d \}p^t Stock 
{hotlpw, 9nd ,tha^ t^ pld fjgLQp YQ»}4 ^ iEbp^ 
^cfei^diiii^ 

' ^/l is ffot gold that glifiens. 
A?TJE.R a few nwnths, however, foy&s be- 
.g^ to be not quite fo fond of the cbe^jp 
J^l^i 91^^ found out that the le^^ther w^ijs 
ibf^3 another that the wqrk was /light* 
Tt^^e who liked fi^bft^ntial ^ooda wept all 
.of- them, to Stock's, for they fajd Prpwn*s 
^$el taps did pot laft a ^eek; jhis n^W|boots 
4et in w^er; and th6y believed h^ .n^ade 
.jiis fples of brown paper* . ^M^s, it vt'As 
.t|wught by moft, tb»t b}8 prpmiflog ^all, 
K 3 and 



Tj4 "THE TWO $H0SMA^SR5. 

and keeping his word with none, hart his 
bufinefs as much as any thing. Indeed^ I 
queftion, putting religion out of the quet 
tion, if lying ever anfwers, even in a poli- 
tical view. 

Brown had what is commonly called a 
good heart ; that is, he had a thoughtlefs 
good nature,* and a fort of feeling for the 
moment which made him feem forry wheA 
others were in trouble. But he was not s^ 
to put himfelf to any inconvenience, nor go 
a ftep out of his way, nor give up any 
pleafure to ferve the bed friend he had. He 
loved jft/« ; and thofe who do (hould always 
fee that it be harmlefs, and that they do not 
give up more for it than it is worth. I am 
not going to fay a word againft innocent 
merriment. I like it myfelf. But what 
the proverb fays of gold, may be faid of 
mirth ; it may be bought too dear. If a 
young man finds that what he fancies is a 
good joke may poffibly offend God, hurt 
his neighbour, afflift his parent, or make a 
modeft girl blofh, let him then be afluted 

it 
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^'kls not fun biit wickednefs, and he had 
better let it alone. 

Jack Brown then, as good a heart as he 
had, did not know what it was to deny him- 
felf any thing. He was fo good-natured in- 
deed, that he never in his life refufed *to 
tbake one of a joHy fet^ but he was not 
good-natured enough to confider that thofe 
men whom he kept ^p all night roaring 
and laughing, had wives and children at 
Jiome, who had little to eat, and lefs to wear, 
htQ2L\i{tibey were keeping up the charadler 
of merry fellows and good hearts at the 
j)ublic JiOAiie. 

IThe Mountebanh 

One day he faw his father's plough T^oy 
•come galfoping up to his door in great 
hade. This boy brought Brown word that 
liis mother was dangerdufly ill, and that his 
•father had fent his own beft bay mare 
«Similer, that his fon might lofe no time, but 
fet out direftly to fee his mother •b€fore (lie 
.died. Jack burft into tears, lamented the 
«: 4 danger 
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cboiger of fo fond a moihcir, aBd aU dui 
people in the (hop extolled.^ g^d ba^»4^ ■ 

He fent back the boy difeftly, wh a 
meGlige that he wouM foUpw him jb liailf 
aft hour, as ibon as the ftiare had b«kddL| 
for he ^dl knew that ht9 &ther would sot 
thank him for any bade he iii%hc make if 
^cniler was hiitt. 

Jack accordingly fet off, atid rode wnA 
fuch fpeed to the next town, that bolh himr 
felf and Smiler had a mhad to anolber hat^ 
They dopped at the Star, uBiluckily it wai 
fsdr-day, and as he w^s walking about while 
Smiler was eating her oats, a bill was put 
into his hand fetting forth, that on a ftage 
oppofite the Globe a mountebank was 
fliowmg away, and his Andrew performing 
the fined tricks that ever were feen. He 
read — he ftood ftill— hewent on—" It will 
" not hinder me,'* fays he ; " Smiler mtuft 
" reft ; and I fhall fee my poor dear ino- 
^* ther quite as foon if. I juft take a pect]^ 
^* as if I fit moping at the Sur/* 

The 
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,T1»tfkksr were fo merry that the tim^ 

feettied ,b(xt^ and when they were over h^ 

CMildiiol forbear going- kito the Globe and 

tve^tfng thefe choice ^irit$ with a bowl of 

pmicb. Juft as they were, taking the h(l 

glafs Jack happened to &y that he wa$ th^ 

beft'^ves player in the country, ^ That is 

** kkdkf/' hid the Andrew, " for there k^ 

^v&Hiovifi matclinow playing ia the courts 

^<;and you may never agaia have iuch a^ 

<* ^[>f cHtumty t& (bow your Ml." Brown 

^eckfed ^* be could not ftay, for that h^ 

^ had left his hoife at the Star, ^yid nmA 

** f^t off on urgent bufinefs/* They now 

^pretended to caU bis fldll in queftioiw 

This poufed his pride, and he thought anr- 

other half hour could break no fquares. 

Sfi^r had now had a good feed of corn, 

wd he would only have to puih her on a 

litlie more j fo to it he went* 

He won the firfl: game. This fprurred 
hifti on; and he played till it was fo dark 
they could not fee a ball. Another bowl 

Vas called for from the winner, Wagert 

and 
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bnd betts now drained Brown not > oidy of 
SlII the thoney he had won, but of all he had 
in his pocket, fo that he was obliged to atfk 
leave to ^o to the houfe where his horfe 
was, to 'borrow enough to difcharge hk 
reckoning at tbe Globe. 
• All thefe loffes brought his poor dear 
mother to his mind,and he marched off with 
rather a heavy heart to borrow the money, 
and to order Smiler out of the ftable. The 
landlord expreffed much furprife at feeing 
tiim, and the oftler declared there was «a 
Smiler there; that he had been rode off 
above two hours ago by the Merry Andfew, 
who faid he came by order of the owner, Mr. 
Brown, to fetch him to the Globe, and to 
pay for his feed. It was indeed one of the 
neateft tricks the Andrew ever performed, 
for he made fuch a clean conveyance of 
Smiler, that neither Jack nor his father 
ever heard of her again. 
' It was nights no one could tell what 
road the Andrew tookj and it was anothe 
hour or two before an advertifement couK 

ie 
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be drawn up for apprehending the horfe- 
ftealer. Jack had fome doubts whether he 
ihould go on or return back. He knew 
that though his father, might fear his wife 
moft, yet he loved Stniler beft. At length 
he took that courage from a glafs of brandy 
which he ought to have taken from a hearty 
repentance, and he refolved to purfue his 
Journey. He was obliged to leave his watch 
land filver buckles in pawn for a little old 
hack which was nothing btt (kin and bone, 
and would hardly trot three miles an hour. 
He knocked at his father's door about 
five in the morning. The family were all 
up. He afked the boy who opened the 
door how his mother was ? " She is dead," 
£dd the boy ; ** fhe died yefterday after- 
' ** noon." Here Jack's heart fmote him, 
and he cried aloud, partly from grief, but 
more from the reproaches of his own con- 
fcience, for he found by computing the 
hours, that had he come (Irait on, he (hould 
have been in time to receive ^his mother's 
Weffing. 

The 
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The fanner »ow called from TS^thin, •* | 
'^ feear Smiler'« ftep. Is Jack come ?**— 
^ Yes, father/' faid Jack, in a low voice* 
** Then/' cried the farmer, " run every 
^ man ^nd boy of you and take care of the 
*^ marc. Tom, do thou go smd rub hjef 
** down ;_ Jem, run and get her a good 
^ feed .of corn. Be fare w^k her aboujt 
^ that (he may not catch cold/* Young 
JBr,o)¥n eam.e in. *^ Are you not an undu- 
^ tifal dog ?** faid the father ; " you migi^ 
•* have been hiere twelve hours ago. Your 
*^ mother could not d^e m peace without 
*^ feeing youa She faid it was a cruel re- 
*^ turn for all her fondnofs that you could 
^^'XiQt make a little hafte to fee her ; but it 
*^ was always fo, for flie had wronged h^sr 
f' other children to help you, and this was 
\^ ^er reward/' Brown fobbed out a few 
words, but his father replied, '^ Never cry 
*' Jack, for the boy told me that it was out 
>> of regard for Smiler that you were not 
^* here as foon as he was ; and if 'twas your 
^' over care of her, why there's no ^eat 
12 *" harm 
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** harm done. You couM not have favni 
•* your poor mother, and you ihight have 
** hurt the mare.'^ Here Jack's doiiHc 
^Ht fkv7 into his face. He knew that hi* 
father was very covetous, and had lived on 
bad terms with his wife ; and alfo that bk 
^wa unkiridnefs to her had been forgirctt 
by him out of love to the horfe ; but to 
break to him how he had loft that herfe 
cb^ough his own folly and want of feelin^^ 
was more than Jack had courage to do. 
The old man, however, foon got at the 
truth, and no words can defcribe his fury. 
Forgetting that his wife lay dead above 
ftairs, he abdfed his fon in a way not fit t* 
bie repeated ; and though his covetoofheft 
had juft before found an excufe for a far 
Vburite fon neglefting to vifit a dying parent^ 
yet he now vented his rage againft Jack as 
ail unnatural brute, whom he would cut off 
^ith a (hilling, and bade him never fee his 
fece again. 

J^stek was tiot allowed to attend his mo- 
ther's funeral, which was a real grief ta 
hJmj nor would his father advance eyel;i 

the 
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caftomcrs, and they forfook him. Quarter 
day came round ; there was much to pay 
and little to receive. He owed two years* 
rent. He was in arrears to his men for 
wages. He had a long account with his 
currier. It was in vain to apply to his fa- 
ther. He had now no mother. Stock was 
the only true friend he had in the world, 
and had helped him out of many petty 
fcrapes, but he knew Stock would advance 
no money in fo hopelefs a cafe. Duns came 
hOi about him. He named a fpeedy day 
for payment ; but as foon as they were out 
of the houfe, and the danger put off to a 
little diftance, he forgot every prpmife^ was 
as merry as ever, and run the fame round 
of thoughtlefs gaiety. Whenever he ,was 
in trouble Stock did not fliuu him,,becaufe 
that was the moment to throw in a little 
good advice. He one day afked him if he 
always intended to go on in this courfe ? 
** No,** faid he, " I am refolved by-and- 
*« bye to reform, grow fober, and go to 
** church. Why I am but five and twenty, 
5 " man^ 
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•^ man, I am ftout and healthy, and ffiely 
^ to live long ; I can repent, and grow me- 
** kmchol J and good at any time/' 

« Oh Jack!" feid Stock, ^ don't cheat 
« thyfelf with that felfe hope- What thofi 
**<loft intend to do, do quickly. DidTl 
•* thou never read about the heart growing 
** hardened by long indulgence in fin? 
" Some folk, who pretend to mean weffl, 
•* fliow that they mean nothing at all, by 
•^ never beginning to put their gx>od Tcfo- 
** lutiofts into practice ; whieh made a wffc 
•^ man once fay, that hdl is paved wWi 
**good intentions. We cannot repent 
** when we pleafe. // is the goodnefs of God 
^ which leadeth its to repentances^ 

** 1 ^m fure," replied Jack, " I am tto 
"^ oncf' s enemy but my own." 

** It is as foolifh," faid Stock, " to fay u 
•* bad man is no one's enemy hut his t)wn, 
^ as that a good man is no one*s friend but 
♦• his own. There is no fuch neutral 
^^ charafter. A bad man corrupts or 6F- 
" fends all within reach of his example^ juft 

"as 
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^* as a good man benefits or inftrufts all 
" within the fphere of his influence. And 
*' there is no time when we can fay that 
" this tranfmitted good and evil will end. 
?* A wicked man may be punilhed for fins 
** he never committed himfelf, if he has 
** been the caufe of fin in others, as furely 
" as a faint will be rewarded for more good 
** deeds than he himfelf has done, even for 
** the virtues and good a£tions of all thofe 
** who are made better by his inftruQion, 
** his example, or his writings.'* 

Michaelmas-day was at hand. The land'* 
lord declared he would be put off no lon^ger^ 
but would feize for rent if it was not paid 
him on that day, as well as for a confider- 
able fum due to him for leather. Brovm at 
lafl: began to be frightened. He applied to 
Stock to be bound for him. This Stock 
flatly refufed. Brown now began to dread 
the horrors of a jail, and really feemed fo 
very contrite, and made fo many vows and 
promifes of amendment, that at length 
Stock was prevailed on, together with two 

VOL, V. L . K 
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or three of Brown's other friends, to ad« 
vance each a fmall fum of money to quiet 
the landlord. Brown promifing to make 
over to them every part of his flock, and 
to be guided in future by their advice, de- 
claring that he would turn over a new leafy 
;^id follow Mr. Stock's example, as well as 
his' dire£tion in every thing. 

Stock's good-nature was at lafl wrought 
upon, and he ndfed the money. The truth 
18, he did not know the worfl, nor how 
deeply Brown v^as involved. Brown joy« 
fully fet out on the very quarter-day to a 
town at fome diftance to carry his landlord 
this money, raifed by the imprudent kind* 
nefs of his friend. At his departure Stock 
put him in mind of the old flory of SmOer 
and the Merry Andrew, and he promifed of 
his own head that he would not even call. 
at a public hbufe till he had paid the money. 

He was as good as his word. He very 

triumphantly pafled by feveraL He flopped 

a little under the window of one where the 

founds of menioient and loud laughter 

12 caught 
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tliight his eat. At another he heard the 
lenddng notes of a fiddle and the light heels 
of the merry dancers. Here his heart had 
well XHgh failed him, but the dread of a jail 
on the one hand, and what he feared almofl: 
as much, Mr. Stock's anger on the other, 
(purred him on ; and he valued himfelf not 
n'little at having got the better of this tempts* . 
ation. He felt quite happy when he found 
hie had reached the door of his landlord 
tvithoat hating yielded to one idle inclina* 
tioti. 

He knocked at the door. The maid 
who opened it faid her matter was not at 
home. *^ i am forry for it,'* faid he, 
^rutting about ; and with a boatting air he 
took t>ut bis money. ** I want to pay him 
** my rent : he needed not to have been 
« afraid of me.*^ The fervant, who knew 
her mafler was very much afraid of him, 
tiefired him to walk in, for her matter would 
be at home in half an hour. ^^ I will call 
♦* again/' faid he ; " but no, let him call 
^^ on me, and the fooner the better : I fhall 
' . L 2 *« be 
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" be at the Blue Pofts/' While he had 
been talking he took care to open his black 
Jeather cafe, and to difplay the bank bills to 
the fervant, and then, in a fwaggering way, 
he put up his money and marched off 4:o the 
Blue Ports. 

He was by this time quite proud of his 
own refolution, and having tendered the 
money, and being clear in his own mind 
that it was the landlord's own fault and not 
•his, that it was not paid, he went to refrefli 
himfelf at the Blue Pofts. In a barn. -be- 
longing to this public houfe a fet of ftrollers 
were juft going to perform fome of that 
fing-fong ribaldry by which our villages are 
corrupted, the laws broken, and that money 
drawn from the poor for pleafure, which is 
wanted by their families for bread. The 
name of the lad new fong which made part 
of the entertainment, made him think him- 
felf in high luck, that he (hould have juft 
that half hour to fpare. He went into the 
barn, but was too much delighted with the 
aftor, who fung his favourite fong, to. re-/ 
13 main 
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main a quiet hearer. He leaped out of the 
pit, and got behind the two ragged blankets 
which ferved for a curtain. He fung fo 
nuch better than the aftors themfelves, 
that they praifed and admired him to a de- 
gree which awakened all his vanity. He 
was fo intoxicated with their flattery^ that 
he could do no lefs than invite them all to 
iupper,^ an invitation which they were too 
hungry not to accept* 
' He did not, however, quite forget his ap- 
pointment with his landlord ; but the half 
hour was long fince paft by. " And fo," 
lays he, " as I know he is a mean cur- 
" mudgeon, who goes to bed I fuppofe by 
•^ day-light to fave candle, it will be too 
** late to fpeak with him to-night ; befides, 
^ let him call upon me ; it is his bufmefs 
^ and not mine. I left word where I was 
^ to be found ; the money is ready, and if 
^ I don't pay him to-night, I can do it be- 
^ fore breakfeft.'* 

By the time thefe firm refolutions were 

jimde, fuppci' was ready. There never was 

L 3 a more 
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a more joHy evening. Ale and punch were 
as plenty as water. The a£tors iaw whaX si 
vain fellow was feafting them ; and as ihey 
wanted viduals, and he wanted flattoy, 
the bufmefs was foon fettled. They ate,! 
and Brown fung. They pretcqded to be 
in raptures. Singing promoted drinkiiig^ 
and every frefli glafs produced a fong, or n 
ilory ftill more merry than the former<i 
Before morning the players who were eOn 
gaged to a£t in another barn a dozen miles 
off, dole away quietly. Brown having dn^ 
afleep they left him to finilh his n^p b]f 
himfelf. As to him his dreams were gayi 
and pleafant, and the houfe being quite ftili, 
he flept comfortably till morning. 

As foon as he had breakfafted, th^ bu(i* 
nefs of the night before popped into his^ 
head. He fet off once more to his bucuU 
lord's in high fpirits, gaily fmging by the 
way fcraps of all the tunes he had picked up 
the night before from his new friends* 
The landlord opened the door himfelf, and 
reproached him with no fmaU furlinefs for 

not 



i 
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not having kept his word with him the even- 
Jug before, adding, that he fuppofed he was 
Jcome now with fome more of his (hallow 
^xcufes. Brown put on all that haughti* 
nefs which* is common to people who being 
generally apt to be in the wrong, happen to 
jcatch themfelves doing a right a£tion ; he 
looked big, as fome fort of people do when 
they have money to pay, ** You need not 
' ^** have been fo anxious about your money,'' 
faid he^ ^ I was not going to break or run 
^ away/' The landlord well knew this was 
the common language of thofe who are 
ready to do both. Brown haughtily added, 
;♦* You (hall fee I am a man of my word j 
** give me a receipt." The landlord had 
it ready and gave it him. 

Brown put his hand in his pocket for his 
black leather cafe in which the bills were ; 
lie felt, he fearched, he examined, firft one 
pocket, then the other ; then both waiftcoat 
pockets, but no leather cs^e could he 
£nd. He looked terrified. It was indeed 
th? ^ce of real terror, but the landlord 
L 4 cpnceived 
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conceived it to be that of guilt, and abufed 
him heartily for putting his old tricks upon 
him ; he fwore he would not be impofed 
upon any longer; — the money or a jail-*— 
there lay his choice. 

Brown protefted for once with great 
truth, that he had no intention to deceive ; 
declared that he had aftually brought the 
money, and knew not what was become of 
it J but the thing was far too unlikely to 
gain credit. Brown now called to mind 
that he had fallen afleep on the fettle in the 
room where they had fupped. This raifed 
his fpirits; for he had no doubt but the 
cafe had fallen out of his pocket ; he faid 
he would ftep to the public houfe and 
fearch for it, and would be back direftly. 
Not one word of all this did the landlord 
believe, fo inconvenient is it to have a bad 
charafter. He fwore Brown fliould not 
ftir out of his houfe without a conftable, 
and made him wait while he fent for one. 
Brown, guarded by the conftable, went 
back to the Blue Pofts, the landlord 

charging 
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charging the officer not to lofe fight of the 
culprit. The caution was needlefs, Brown 
had not the lead defign of running away, fo 
firmly perfuaded was he that he (hould find 
his leather cafe. 

But who can paint his difmay, when no 
tale or tidings of the leather cafe could be 
had ! The matter, the miftrefs, the boy, and 
the maid of the public houfe all protefted 
they were innocent. His fufpicions foon 
fell on the ftroUers with whom he had paf- 
fed the night ; and he now found out, for 
the firft time, that a merry evening did not 
'always produce a happy morning. He ob- 
tained a warrant, and proper officers were 
fent in purfuit of the ftrollers. No one, 
however, believed he had really loft any 
thing : and as he had not a fliilling left to 
defray the expenfive treat he had given, the 
mafter of the inn agreed with the other 
landlord in thinking this ftory was a trick 
to defraud them both, and Brown remained 
in clofe cuftody. At length the officers 
returned, who faid they had been obliged 

to 
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to let the ftroUers go^ as they could not fix 
the charge on any one, and they had all 
oiFered to fwear before a juftice that they 
had fe^n nothing of the leather cafe. It 
vas at length agreed, that as he had p^ifled 
the evening in a crowded bam, he had pro* 
bably been robbed there, if at all} and 
among fo many, who could pretend to fpieft 
9t the thief? 

Brown raved like a madman j he cried^ 
tore his hair, and faid he was ruined lot 
ever. The abufive language of hit old 
landlord, and bis new creditor at the Blue 
Pofts, did not lighten his forrow. His land- 
lord viTouId be put off no longer. Brown 
declared he could neither find bail nor raifc 
another fhilling ; and as foon as the forms 
of law were made out, he was fent to th? 
county jail. 

Here it might have been expefited that 
hard living and much leifure would have 
brought him to refled a little on his pail 
follies. But his heart was not truly touched* 
The chief tiling which grieved him a,t firft 

was^ 
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was, his having abufed the kindnefs of 
Stock, for to him he fhould appear guilty 
of a real fraud, where he had indeed been 
only vain, idle, and imprudent. And it is 
worth while here to remark, that vanity, 
iiileiiefs^ and imprudence, often bring a 
man to utter ruin both of foul and body, 
though fiHy people do not put them in the 
ipatalogue of heavy fins, and thofe who in« 
dulge in them are often reckoned honed, 
merry fellows^ with the beft hearts in the 
world. 

I wi(h I had room to tell my readers what 
befel Jack in his prefent doleful habitation, 
and what became of him afterwards. I pro- 
mifc them, however, that they fhall certainly 
know the firft of next month, when I hope 
they will not forget to enquire for the 
Fourth Part of ihe Shoemakers, or Jack 
Brown in prifon. 
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PART IV. 

^ack Brown in Prifon. 

Brown was no fooner lodged in his dole* 
ful habit atioH) and a little recovered froib 
his firfl: furprife, than he fat down and wrote 
his friend Stock the whole hiftory of the 
tranfadlion. Mr. Stock, who had long" 
known the exceeding lightnefs and diffipa* 
tion of his mind, did not fo utterly difbc^ 
lieve the ftory as all the other creditors did. 
To fpeak the truth. Stock was the only one 
among them who had good fenfe enough 
to know, that a man may be completely 
ruined, both in what relates to his property 
and his foul, without committing Old Bailey • 
crimes. He well knew that idlenefs, vanity, 
and the love oipleafure^ as it is falfely called, 
will bring a man to a morfel of bread, as 
furely as thofe things which are reckoned 
much greater fins ; and that they undermine 
his principles as certainly, though not per- 
haps quite fo faft. 

Stock 
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Stock was too angry with what had hap- 
pened to anfwer Brown's letter, or to feem 
to take the lead notice of him. However, 
he kindly and fecretly undertook a journey 
to the hard-hearted old farmer. Brown's 
father, to intercede with him, and to fee if 
he would do any thing for his fon. Stock 
did not pretend to excufe Jack, or even to 
leflen his offences j for it was a rule of his. 
never to difguife truth or to palliate wicked- 
nefs. Sin was ftill fin in his eyes, though 
it were committed by his heft friend ; but 
though he would not foften the fin he felt 
tenderly for the finner. He pleaded with 
tfie old farmer on the ground, that his fon's 
idlenefs and other vices would gather frefli 
ftrength in a jail. He told him, that the: 
loofe and worthlefs company which he 
would there keep would harden him in 
^ce, and if he was now wicked he might 
there become irreclaimable. 
• But all his pleas were urged in vain. 
The farmer was not to be moved. Indeed 
he argued with fome*juftice, that he ought 

not 
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not to make his induftrious children beg* 
gars to fave one rogue from the galIows» 
Mr» Stock allowed the force of his reafon^i^ 
ing, though he faw the father was lefs in* 
fluenced by this principle of juftice than by 
refentment on account of the old ftory of 
Smilen People, indeed, fhould take care 
that what appears in their conduft to pro* 
ceed from juftice does not realty proceed 
from revenge. Wifer men than farmer 
Brown often deceive themfelves, and faacy 
they aft on better principles than they really 
do, for want of looking a little more dofidiy. 
into their own hearts, and putting down 
every aftion to its true motive. When we 
are praying againft deceit we fhould not 
forget to take felf-deceit into the account* 

Mr. Stock at length wrote to poor Jack; 
not to offer him any help, that was quite 
out of the queftion, but to exhort him to 
repent of his evil ways ; to lay before him 
the fms of his paft life, and to advife him to 
convert the prefent punifhment into a bene'- 
fit, by humbling himfeif before God« He 

offered 
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offered his intereft to get his place of coxi- 
fiaement exchanged for one of thofe itn** 
proved prifons, where folitude and labour 
have beea made the happy inftruments of 
bringing many to a belter way of thinking, 
and ended by faying, that if he ever gave 
any.foiid (igns of real amendment he would 
fiiU be his friend in fpite of all that was 
paft. 

If Mr. Stock had fent him a good fum of 
money to procure his liberty, or even a 
trifle (o malke merry with his wretched com- 
panions, Jack would have thought him a 
friend indeed. But to fend him nothing 
but dry advice, and a few words of empty 
comfort, was, he thought, but a cheap 
fliabby way of (hewing his kindnefs. Un- 
luckily the letter came juft as he was going 
to fit down to one of thofe direful merry- 
makings which are often carried on with 
brutal riot within the doleful walls of a jail 
on the entrance of a new prifoner, who it 
often expeded to give a feaft to the reft. 

When 
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When his companions were heated with 
gin ; '' Now/' faid Jack, '' PU treat you 
** with a fermon, and a very pretty preach- 
** ment it is/* So faying, he took out Mr* 
Stock's kind and pious letter, and was de* 
lighted at the burfts of laughter it produced*- 
" What a canting dog !" faid one. ** Re- 
*' pentance, indeed!*' cried Tom Crew; 
*' No, no, Jack, tell this hypocritical rogue 
" that if we have loft our liberty, it is only 
** for having been jolly, hearty fellows, and 
" we have more fpirit than to repent of that 
*' I hope : all the harm we have dpne is 
*' living a little too faft, like honeft bucks 
" as we are." — " Aye, aye," faid Jolly. 
George, *• had we been fuch fneaking mi- 
*' ferly fellows as Stock, we need not have 
" come hither. ' But if the ill-nature of the 
" laws has been fo cruel as to clap up fuch. 
*' fine hearty blades, we are no felons how- 
*' ^ver. We are afraid of no Jack Ketch j 
** and I fee no caufe to repent of any -fin 
" that's not hanging matter. As to thofe 

" who 
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^ Vfho arcLthruft into the condemned hole 
•* indeed, and have but a few hours to live, 
** they intf^ fee the parfon, and hear a fer- 
V moil, and fuch ftuff. But I do not know 
^ what fuch ftout young fellows as we are 
** have to do with repentance. And fo, 
*^ Jack, let us have that rare new catch 
f « which you learnt of the ftrollers that 
** merry night whea you loft your pocket- 
-book/* 

This thoughtlefs youth foon gave a freih 
proof of the power of evil company, and 
of the quick progrefs of the heart of a fin- 
ner from bad to worfe. Brown, who al* 
ivays wanted principle, foon grew to want 
feeling alio. He joined in the laugh which 
seas raifed againft Stock, and told many 
goodjioriesj as they were called, in derifion 
of the piety, fobriety, and felf-denial of his 
iold friend. He loft every day fomewhat of 
thofe fmall remains of ihame and decency 
. which he had brought with him to the 
prifon. Ete even grew reconciled to this 
wretched way of life, and the want of mo- 

.VOL, v* M ney 
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ney feemed to him the heavieft evil in tttf 
life of a jatK ! ' 

Mr. Stock finding from the gaokr that* 
his letter had been treated with ridfcule,' 
would not write to him any more. He 
did not come to fee him nor fend him any 
afTiftance, thinking it right^ to let him fuffer 
that want which his vices had brought upon 
him. But^ as he ftill hoped that the time 
would come when he might be brought to 
a fenfe of his own evil courfes, he continued 
to have an eye upon him by means of the 
gaoler, who was an honeft, kind-hearted 
man. 

Brown fpent one part of his time in 
thoughtlefs riot, and the other in gloomy 
fadncfs. Company kept up his fpirits; 
with his new friends he contrived to drown 
thought ; but when he was alone he began 
to find that a merry fellow^ when deprived 
of his companions and his liquor, is often a 
moft forlorn wretch. Then it is that even 
a merry fellow fays. Of laughter^ what is 
it ? and of mirth it is madnefs. 

' .... As 
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As he contrived, however, to be as little 
alone as poffible, his gaiety was commonly 
uppermoft, till that loathfome diftemper^ 
called the jail fever, broke out in the prifon. 
Tom Crew, the ringleader in all their evil- 
praftices, was firft fcized with it. Jack 
Ibud a little while with his comrade to affifl 
and divert him, but of afTiftance he could 
givfe little^ ^nd the very thought of diverfion 
wias now flirried into horror. Hie fooil 
caught the diftemper, and that in fo dread- 
ful a degree, that his life was in great dan- 
ger; Of thdfe who remained in health not 
a foul came near him^ though he had (hared 
his laft farthing with them. He had juft 
fenfe enough left to feel this fcruelty. Poor 
fellow ! he did not know before, that the 
friendfliip of the worldly is at an eild when 
there is no more drink or diverfion to be 
had. He lay in the mod deplorable con- 
dition } his body tormented with a dread- 
ful difeafe^ and his foul terrified and amazed 
at the approach of death : that death which 
he thought at fo great a diftance, and of 
M 2 which 
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" the fame mifery. It is He who has made 
" us to differ. But for his grace I might 
*' have been in no better condition. Now 
*' Brown is brought low by the hand of 
** God, it is my time to go to him.V— 
« What, you !" faid Will, " whom he 
♦' cheated of your money ?** — " This is not 
** a time to remember injuries,'* faid Mn 
Stocks " How can I aflc forgivenefs for my 
** own fins, if I withhold forgivenefs from 
^* him ?'* So faymg, he ordered his hor&, 
and fet off to fee poor Brown ; thus proving 
that his was a religion not of words but of 
deeds. 

Stock's heart nearly failed him as he 
paffed through the prifon. Thq groans of 
the fick and dying, apd, what to fuch a heart 
as his was ftill more moving, the brutal 
merriment of the healthy in fuch a place, 
pierced his very foul. Many a filent pxvfm 
did he put up as he paffed along, that God 
would yet be pleafed to touch their hearts, 
and that now (during this infeflious fick- 
liefs) might be the accepted time. The 

gaolcT 
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gaoler obferved him drop a tear, and aiked 
the caufe. *' I cannot forged* faid he, 
f^ that the ihoft diffolute of thefemen is ftiU 
** iny fellow-creature. The fame God made 
♦' diera; the fame Saviour died for them; 
f* how then can I hate the word of them? 
f^/With my advantages they might have 
^* been much better than I am ; without 
*' the bleffing of God on my good Mini- 
ff fter's inftruftions, I might have been 
*-* worfe than the word of thefe. I have no 
**. caufe for pride, much for thankfulnefs ; 
*' Let us not be high-minded^ butfe^r.^* 

It would have moved a heart of ftone to 
have feen poor miferable Jack Brown lying 
on his wretched be^, his fape fo ^hanged by 
pain, poverty, dirt^ an4 forro\y, that he 
could hardly be known for that merry foul 
of a jack-boot, as he ufed to be proud to 
Ifcar himfelf called. His groans were fo 
piteous that it made Mr. Stock's heart ache. 
He kindly took him by the hand, though 
be. knew the diftemp^ was catching.-^ 
f> Jioyr doft do. Jack?" faid he, « doft 
M 4 •* kno\y 
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*^ know me ?" Brown fhook his hes^d and 
fidd, faintly, " ELnow you ! aye, that I do; 
^ I am fure I have but one friend in thod 
** world who would come to fee me in thfi 
^* woeful condition. O James ! what have 
^ I brought myfelf to ? What will becotnd 
^* of liiy poor foul ? I dare not Ibok back, 
** for that is all fin, nor forward, for that h 
*• all mifery and woe." 

Mr. Stock fpoke kindly to him, but did 
not attempt to chear him with falfe comfort, 
as is too often done. '^ I am afhamed to 
^^ fee you in this dirty place," fays Brown. 
^^ As to the place. Jack,*' replied the other, 
^* if it has helped to bring you to a fenfe of 
•' your pad offences, it will be no bad place 
*' for you. I am heartily forry for your 
** diftrefs and your ficknefs ; but if it fhopld 
** pleafe God by them to open your eyes, 
*' and to fhew you that fin is a greater evH 
" than the prifon to which it has brought 
" you, all may yet be well. I had rather 
" fee you in this humble penitent flate, ly* 
?' ing on this dirty bed, in this difmal 

f'prifpn. 



THE TWO SHOEMAKERS* l6^ 

•* prifon, than roaring and rioting at th^i 
•* Greyhound, the king of the company; 
** with handfome clothes on your back, and 
^* plenty of money in your pocket." 

Brown wept bitterly and fqueezed his 
hand, but was too weak to fay much. Mr. 
Slock thendefired the gaoler to let him have 
fach things as were needful, and he would 
pay for them. He would not leave th6 
poor fellow till he had given him with hii 
own hands fome broth which the gaoler had 
got ready for him, and fome medicines 
which the do^or had fent. All this kind- 
nefs cut Brown to the heart. He was jufl: 
able to fob out, " My unnatural fkthet 
«« leaves me to perifh, and my injured 
^^ friend is more than a father to me.^* 
Stoek told him that one proof he mud give 
of his repentance was, that he muft forgive 
his fether, whofe provocation had been 
very great. He then faid he would leave 
him for the prefent to take fome reft, and 
defired him to lift up his heart to God for 
mercy. " Dear James,'* replied Brown^ 

'' do 
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^' do you pray for me. God perhaps may 
^ hear you, but he will neX'er hear the 
?' prayer of fuch a finner as I have been.'^ 
*' Take care how you think fo/' laid Stock, 
f * To believe that God cannot forgive you 
^^ wou^ be dill a greater fin than any you 
f' have yet committed againft him/' He 
then explained to him in a &w words, as 
well as he was able, the nature of repeat- 
ance and forgivenefs through a Saviour, 
and warned him earneflly agiainft unbelief 
and hardnefs of heart. 

Poor Jack grew much refreflhed in body 
vith the comfortable things he had taken^ 
and a little cheered with Stock's kindnefs ia 
coming fo far to fee, and to forgive fuch a 
forlorn outcaft, fick of an infeftious diftem* 
per, and locked within the walls of a prifon. 
Surely, faid he to himfelf, there muft be 
fome mighty power in a religion which can 
lead men to do fuch things! things fo much 
againft the grain as to forgive fuch an in- 
jury, and to rifle catching fpch a diftemper ; 
Jjiut he was fo weak he could not exprefs i\m 

in 
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in words. He tried to pray, but he could 
not ; at length, overpowered with wearinefs, 
he fell afleep. 

When Mr. Stock came back, be was fur- 
prifed to find him fo much better in body ; 
but his agonies of mind were dreadful, and 
he had now got ftrength to exprefs part of 
the horrors which he felt. " James,'* faid 
he, (looking wildly,) " it is all over with 

V me. I am a loft creature. Even your 

V prayers cannot fave me.'* — '' Dear Jack/* 
replied Mr. Stock, " I am no minifter ; it 
*' does not become me to talk much to 
.*' thee : but I know I may venture to fay 
f' whatever is in the Bible. As ignorant 
^* as I am I fhall be fafe enough while I 
« ftick to that.**—" Aye,** faid the fick 
pian, *' you ufed to be ready enough to read 
*' to me, and I would not liften, or if I did 
f * it was only to make fun of what I heard, 
*' and now you will not fo much as read a 
f* bit of a chapter to- me.** 

This was the very point to which Stock 
longed to bring him. So he took a little 

Bible 
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Bible out of his pocket, which he always 
carried with him on a journey, and read* 
flowly verfe by verfe, the 55th chapter of 
Ifaiah. When he came to the iixth and 
feventh verfes, poor Jack cried fo much 
that Stock was forced to flop. The words 
were. Let the wicked man forfake his tagr, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts^ and let 
him return unto the Lord. Here Brown 
ftopped him, faying, "Oh it is too late, 
** too late for me.'' — ^^ Let me finiih the 
^ verfe," faid Stock, " and you will fee 
** your error ; you will fee that it is never 
** too late/* So he read on — Let him return 
unta the Lord^ and he will have mercy upon 
iim, and to our God^ and he will abundantly 
pardon. Here Brown ftarted up, fnatched 
the book out of his hand, and cried out, 
^ Is that really there ? No, no ; that's of 
' " your own putting in, in order to comfort 
" me ; let me look at the words myfelf."— 
" No, indeed,*' faid Stock, " I would not 
•* for the world give you UTifounded com- 
^ fort, or put off any notion of my own 

««for 
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^ for a fcripture doctrine," — " But is it 
^ poffible !" cried the fick man, " that 
" God may really pardon me ? Do 'ft think 
« he can ? Do'ft think he will ?''— « I ant 
" fore of it/' faid Stock ; « I dare not gke 
V thee falfe hopes, or indeed, any hopes of 
** my own. But thefe are God*s own 
" words, and the only difficulty is to know 
** when we are really brought into fuch a 
^ ftate as that the words may be applied to 
*.* us. For a text may be full of comfort, 
« and yet may not belong to us." 

Mr. Stock was afraid of faying more. 
He would not venture out of his depth ; 
nor, indeed, was poor Brown able to bear 
more difcourfe juft now. So he made him 
a prefent of the Bible, folding down fuch 
places as he thought might be beft fuited to 
his ftate, and took his leave, being obliged 
to return home that night. He left a little 
money with the gaoler, to add a few com- 
forts to the allowance of the prifon, and 
promifed to return in a fliort time. 

^Vhen 
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When he got home, he defcribed the 
fufferings and mifery of Brown in a very 
moving manner ; but Tommy Williams, 
inftead of being properly affected at it, only 
faid, " Indeed, mafter, I am not very 
" forry ; he is rightly ferved/' — " How, 
'* Tommy," faidMr. Stock (rather fternly>, 
•* not forry to fee a fellow-creature brought 
" to the loweft ftate of mifery ; one too 
*' whom you have known fo profperous ?** 
*« No, mafter, I can't fay I am ; for Mr. 
" Brown ufed to make fun of you, and 
*' laugh at you for being fo godly, and 
** i-eading your Bible/* 

*' Let me fay a few words to you, Tom^ 
« my," faid Mr. Stock. " In the firft place 
" you fliould never watch for the time of a 
** man's being brought low by trouble to 
" tell of his faults. Next, you (hould 
** never rejoice at his trouble, but pity him, 
*' and pray for him. Laftly, as to his ri- 
" diculing me for my religion, if I cannot 
*' ftand an idle jcft, I am not worthy the 

" name 
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*• liame of a Chriftian. — He that is ajhamei 
^^ofme and my word., do*ll remember what 
*« follows. Tommy?"—" Tes, mafter, 
*' 'twas laft Sunday's text, — ofhimjhall the 
*' Son of Man be ajhamed when he Jhall 
^^ judge the world.** 

Mr. Stock foon went back to the prifon^ 
But Jie did not go alone* He took with 
him Mr. Thomas, the worthy Minifter who- 
had been the guide and indrui^tor of his 
youth, who was fo kind as to go at his re** 
queft and vifit this forlorn prifoner. When 
they got to Brown's door, they found him 
fitting up in his bed with the Bible in his 
hand. This was a joyful fight to Mr. Stock, 
who fecretly thanked God for it. Brown 
^was reading aloud; they liflened; it was 
the fifteenth of Saint Luke. The circum- 
ftances of this beautiful parable of the Pro- 
digal Son were fo much like his own, that 
the ftory pierced him to the foul ; and he 
ftopped every minute to compare his own 
cafe with that of the Prodigal, He was juft 
got to the eighteenth verfe, / will arife and 
.-6 go 
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go to my fathcr^~2X. that moment he fpied 
his two friends ; joy darted into his eyes. 
*^ O dear Jem/' faid he, " it is not too late, 
** I will arife and go to my father, my faea-' 
^ venly Father, and you, fir, will fliew me 
*' the way, won't you ?'* faid he to Mr. 
Thomas, whom he recoHefted. ^' I am 
** very glad to fee you in fo hopeful a dif* 
** pofition,*' faid the good Minifter. ** O, 
^ fir,** faid Brown, « what a place is diis 
^ to receive you in ? O, fee to what I hare 
^ brought myfelf 1" 

" Your condition, as to this worlds is itt-' 
<« deed very low," replied the good diTine. 
" But what are mines, dungeons, or gallies, 
*^ to that eternal hopelefs prifon to which 
'' your unrepented fins muft foon have con- 
^* figned you. Even in this gloomy prifon, 
*' on this bed of ft raw, worn down by pain, 
" poverty, and want, forfaken by your 
•* worldly friends, an objefl: of fcom to thofe 
•* with whom you ufed to caroufe and riot } 
•* yet here, I fay, brought thus low, if you 
** have at laft found out your own vilenefs, 

•^ and 
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*^ and your utterly undone ftate by fin, you 
** may ftill be more an objedt of favour 
^^ iii the fight of God, than when you 
** thought yourfelf profperous and happy ; 
** when the world fmiled upon you, 
^^ and you pafled your days and nights in 
** envied gaiety and unchriftian riot. If you 
•^ will but improve the.prefent awful vifita- 
** tion ; if you do but heartily renounce and 
*• abhor your prefcnt evil courftts ; if you 
■•* even nowuurn to the Lord your Saviour 
** with lively feith, deep repentance, and un- 
•* feigned obedience, I (hall ftill have more 
•'hope of you than of many who are going 
** on quite happy, becaufe quite infenfible. 
•* The heavy laden finner, who has difcover- 
** ed the iniquity of his own heart, and his 
** utter inability to help himfelf, may be re- 
*' ftored to God's favour, and become hap- 
•' py, though in' a dungeon. And be a& 
•' fured, that he who from deep and humble 
^^ contrition dares not fo much as lift up 
*' his eyes to heavien, when with a hearty 
** faith he fighs out, Lord he merdfud to me 
^ a Jtnnery (hall in no wife be caft out. 
VOL. V. N " Thefe 
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^^ Thefe are the words of him vfao cannot 
" lie/' 

It is impoflible to defcribe the felf-abafe- 
mfint, the grief, the joy, the fiiame, the hope, 
and the fear which filled the mind of this 
poor man. A dawn of comfiprt at length 
ihone on his benighted mind. His hunulity 
and fear of falling back into his former fins, 
if he fhould ever recover, Mr. Thoinss 
thought were ftrong fymptoras of a found 
repentance. He improved and cheriflied 
every good difpofition he faw arifing in his 
heart, smd particularly warned him s^;ainft 
felf deceit, fdf-confidence, and hypocrifjf. 

After Brown had deeply expreiTed his 
forrow for his offences, Mr. Thomas thus 
addreffed him : " There are two ways of 
" being forry for fin. Are you, Mr. Brown, 
*< afraid of the guilt of fin becaufe of the 
*^ punifliment annexed to it, or are you 
" afraid of fin itfelf ? Do you wifli to be 
" delivered from the power of fin ? Do you 
^* hate fin becaufe you know it is offeafivt 
*• to a* pure and holy God ? Or are you 
^^ only afhamed of it bediufe it has; 4>rought 
7 ** you 
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*^ you to ^ prifon, and cxpofed you to the 
*^ contempt of the world ? It is not faid 
^ diat die wages of this or that particular 
^ fin is deadi, but of (in in general ; there 
^^ is no exception made becaufe it is a more 
^^ creditable or a favourite fm, or becaufe 
■*• it is a little one. There are, I repeat, 
*^ two ways pf being forry for fin. Cain 
^* WS» forry — Mypunijhment is greater than 
^ lean bear J faid he ; but here you fee the 
^^ pujauihnMQt feem^d to be the caufe of 
•* Opncejm, ;Bot the fin. David fcems to 
^ bave bud a true notion of godly forrow, 
^« when be fays, Wajh me from min$ imquify^ 
** jcleftnfe me from my fm. And when J^ob 
^ r^nfed in duft and afhesy it is n^ faid 
'^ ^e exouf(E4 himfejf, but he abht^red him" 
^^Jjdff And the prophet IGjiiah called him- 
«* fe^yf undone^ becaufe he was ^ man ofun- 
" 4^y0H lips ; for, faid he, / h^f^ feen tlje 
«^ King^ the Lord ofbojis \ that isi, he could 
*< iiot tsJsLe the proper nieafvire pf his own 
<< iniquity till b^ had cqnfiderec} 4i^ p%£p£t 
«fhpJiinefepf<3od." 

N 2 One 
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One day, when Mr. Thomas and Mr. 
Stock came to fee him, they found him 
more than commonly affected. His face 
was more ghaftly pale than ufual, and his 
eyes were red with crying. " Oh, fir,*' 
faid he, " what a fight have I juft feen ! 
*' Jolly George, as we ufed to call him, the 
•* ringleader of all our mirth, who was at 
" the bottom of all the fun, and tricks, and 
^' wickednefs, that are carried on within 
« thefe walls. Jolly George is juft dead, of 
" the jail diftemper I He taken, and I left ! 
" I would be carried into his room to fpeak 
" to him, to beg him to take warning by 
** me, and that I might take warning by 
*' him. But what did I fee ! what did I 
*^ hear ! riot one fign of repentance ; not 
'* one dawn of hope. Agony of body, 
" blafphemies on his tongue, defpair in his 
** foul ; while I am fpared and comforted 
" with hopes of mercy and acceptance. 
"Oh, if all my old friends at the Grey- 
^' bound could but then have feen Jolly 
^' George! A hundred ' fermons about 

" death. 
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*' death, fir, don't fpeak fo home, and cut 
** fo deep, as the fight of one dying 
** fmner/' 

Brown grew gradually b^ter in his 
health, that is, the fever mended, but the 
diftemper fettled in his limbs, fo that he 
ieemed likely, to be a poor, weakly cripple 
the reft of his life. But as he fpent much 
of his time in prayer, and in reading fuch 
parts of the Bible as Mr. Thomas diredled^i 
he improved every day in knowledge and 
piety, and of courfe grew more refigned to 
pain and infirmity. 

Some months after this, his hard-hearted 
father, who had never been prevailed upon 
to fee him, or oflFer him the leafl: relief, was 
taken off fuddenly by a fit of apoplexy ; and, 
after all his threatenings, he died without a 
will. He was one of ihofe filly, fiiperft:i- 
tious men, who fancy they fhall die the 
fooner for having made one ; and who love 
the world and the^hings that are in the 
world fo dearly, that they dread to fet about 
liny bufinefs which may put them in mind 
N 3 that 
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that they are not always to live in it. Aiy 
by this negled, his father had not fulfilled 
his threat of cutting him off with a {bUOiAgj 
Jack, of coutfe, went (bares with his bro- 
thers in what their father left. What fell 
to him proved to be juft enough to difcharge 
him from prifon, and to pay all his debts, 
but he had nothing left. His joy at being 
thus enabled to make reftitution was fo 
great, that he thought little of his owu 
wants. He did not defire to conceal the 
moft trifling debt, nor to keep a (hilling for 
himfelf. 

Mr. Stock undertook to fettle all fais 
affairs. There did not remain modey 
enough, after every creditor was fatisfied, 
even to pay for his removal home. Mr* 
Stock kindly fent his own cart for him with 
a bed in it, made as comfortable as pofSble, 
for he was too weak and lame to be re- 
moved any other way, and Mrs. Stock gave 
the driver a particular charge to be tender 
and careful of him, and not to dxivt hard, 
nor to leave the cart a moment, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stock wQuld fain have taken him 
into his own houfe, at lead for a time, fo 
convinced was h^ of his fincere reformation 
both of heart and life ; but Brown would 
not be prevailed on to be further burden- 
fome to this generous friend. He infifted 
on being carried to the parifli workhoufe, 
V^hich he {aid was a far better place than he 
deferved. In this houfe Mr. Stock furnifli- 
cd a fmall room for him, and fent him 
every day a morfel of meat from his own 
dinner. Tommy Williams begged that he 
jnight always be allowed to carry it, as fome 
atonement for his having for a moment fo 
&r forgotten his duty, as rather to rejoice 
than fympathize in Brown's misfortunes. 
He never thought of this fault without for- 
row, and often thanked his mafter for the 
wholefome leffon he then gave him, and 
he was the better for it all his life. 

Mrs. Stock often carried poor Brown a 

difti of tea or a bafon of good broth herfelf. 

He was quite a cripple, and never able to 

walk out as long as he lived. Mr. 

N 4 Stock, 
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Stocjj, Will Simpfon and Tommy Williams 
laid iheir heads together, and contrived a 
foit of barrow on which he was often car- 
ried to church by fome of his poor neigh- 
bours, of which Tommy was always one ; 
and he requited their kindnefs, by reading 
a good book to them whenever they would 
call in ; and he fpent his time in teaching 
their children to fing pfalms or fay the ca? 
techifm. 

It was no fmall joy to him thus to be en- 
abled to go to church. Whenever he was 
carried by the Greyhound, he was much 
moved, and ufcd to put up a prayer fullpf 
repentance for the paft, and praife for the 
prefent. 
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PART V, 

A Dialogtie between James Stock and Will 
Simp/on J the Shoemakers ^ as they fat at 
Work, on the duty of carry 'mg Religion into 
our common Btfinefs. 

James Stock, and his journeyman Will 
Simpfon, as I informed my readers in the 
Second Part, had refolved to work toge- 
ther one hour every evening, in order to 
pay for Tommy Williams's fchooling. This 
circumftance brought them to be a good 
deal together when the reft of the men were 
gone home. Now it happened that Mr. 
Stock had a pleafant way of endeavouring 
to turn all common events to fome ufe ; 
and he thought it right on the prefent oc- 
cafion to make the only return in his power 
to Will Simpfon for his great kindnefs. 
For, faid he, if Will gives up fo much of his 
time to help me to provide for this poor boy, 
it is the leaft I can do to try to turn part of 
that time to the purpofe of promoting Will's 

fpiritual 
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fpirilual good. Now as the bent of Stock's 
own mind was teligious, it was eafy to him 
to lead their talk to fomething profitable* 
He always took efpecial care, however, that 
the fubjeft fliould bd^^ introduced properly, 
chearfully, and without conftraint. As he 
well knew that great good may be fome- 
times done by a prudent attention in fei^g 
proper opportunities, fo he knew that the 
caufe of piety had been fometimes. hurt by 
forcing ferious fubjefts where there waft 
clearly no difpofition to receive thenu I 
fay he had found out that two things were 
neceflar)^ to the promoting of religion 
among his friends ; a warm zeal to be al- 
ways on the watch for occafions, and a cool 
judgment to diflinguifli which was the right 
time and place to make ufe of them. To 
know how to do good is a great matter^ 
but to know when to do it is no fmall one. 
Simpfon was an honed good-natured 
young man ; he was now become fober, and 
rather religiouily difpofed. But he was igno- 
rant ; he did not know much of the grounds 

of 
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of religion, or of the corruption of his own 
nature ; he was regular at chutch, but was 
firft drawn thither rather by his fldll in 
pfalsn-fiogbg than by any great devotion. 
He had left off going to the Greyhound, 
and often read the Bible, or fome other 
good book on the Sunday evening. This 
be thought was quite enough ; he thought 
the Bible was the prettieft hiftory book in 
the world, and that religion was a very good 
thing for Sundays. But he did not much 
imderftand what bufinefs people had with 
it on working days. He had left off drink* 
mg becaufe it had brought Williams to the 
grave, and his wife to dirt and rags ; but 
not becaufe he himfelf had feen the evil 
of fin. He now confidered fwearing and 
fabbath-breaking as fcandalous and inde- 
cent, but he had not found out that both 
were to be left off becaufe they are highly 
offenfive to God, and grieve his Holy 
Spirit. As Simpfon was lefs felf-conceited 
than moft ignorant people are, Stock had 

alwayi 
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always a good hope that when he ihould 
come to be better acquainted with the word 
of God, and with the evil of his own heart, 
he would become one day a good Chriftian. , 
The great hindrance to this was, that he 
fancied himfelf fo already. 

One evening Simpfon had been calling 
to Stock^s mind how diforderly the houfe 
and {bop, where they were now fitting 
quietly at work, had formerly been, and he 
went on thus : 

Will. How comfortably we live now, 
Hiafter, to what we ufed to do in Williams's 
time I I ufed then never to be happy but 
when \vc were keeping it up all night, but 
now I am as merry as the day is long. I 
find I am twice as happy fince I am grown 
good and fober. 

SiocL I am glad you are happy. Will, 
and I rejoice that you are fober; but I 
would not have you take too much pride 
in your own goodnefs for fear it fhould be- 
come a fin, almoft as great as fome of thofe 

you 
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you have left cfiF. Befides, I would not 
have you make quite fo fure that you are 
good. 

Will. Not good, matter! why don't 
you find me regular and orderly at work ? 

Stock. Ver^ much fo, and accordingly I 
have a great refpedl for you. 

Wi/L I pay every one his own, feldom 
xnifs church, have not been drunk iince 
Williams diedi^ have handfome clothes for 
Sundays, and fave a trifle every week. 

Stock. Very true, and very laudable it 
hy and to all this you may add that you 
very generoufly work an hour, for poor 
Tom^my's- education, every evening without 
fee or reward. 

WilL Well, mafter, what can a man dp 
more ? If all this is not being good, I don't 
know what is. 

' Stock. All thefe things are very right as 
far as they go, and you could not well be a 
Chriftian without doing them. But I fliall 
make you Jlare, perhaps, when I tell you, 

you 



190 THE TWO SHOEMAKERS. 

joa may do all thefe things, and mntf 
more, and yet be no Chriflian. 

Will. No dhriftian ! furely, maftittr, I 
do hope that after all I have done, you ^11 
not be fo unkind as to fay I am no Cbriftiaii. 

StocJi. God forbid that I fliould fay fo. 
Will. I hope better things of yotj. But 
come now, what do you think it is to be a 
ChriAian. 

WiU. What ! why to be chriftened when 
one is a child, to learn thf cat^cbifm wheo 
one can read, to be confirmed when 01m is 
a youth, and to go to church when one is a 
man. 

Stock. Thefe are all very proper tisttogs, 
and quite neceflary. They make -pait «f a 
Chriftian^s life. But for all that, a man 
may be exaft iri them all, and yet not be a 
Chriflian. 

Will. Not be a Chriflian ! ha ! ha ! ha ! 
you are very comical, mafter. 

Stock. No indeed, I am very ferious, 
WilL At tills rate it would be a very eafy 

thing 



THE TWO SHOEMAKEM. Ij^l 

thing to t>e aChriftian, and ever^r man who 
w^c through certain forms wouidbe a good 
man; and one man who obi^rved theTe 
iorwA would be as good as another. Where- 
aSj if we come to examine ourfelves by ;he 
word of God, 1 am afraid there are but few 
coiBparatively whom our Saviour would 
allow to be real Chriftians. What is your 
notion of a Chriftian^s prafUce ? 

fVUI. Why, .be muft not rob, nor murder, 
nor get drunk. He muft avoid fcandalous 
things, and do as other decent orderly 
pqpple do. 

. Si(vL It IS eafy enough to be what the 
world calls a Chriftian, but not to be what 
the Bible calls fo. 

WilL Why, matter, we working men are 
sot expeded to be faints, aftd martyrs, and 
apofliies, and minifters. 

Stock. We are not. And yet, WilJ^ 
there are not two forts of ChrilUanity ; we 
are called to pra^tife the fame religion 
which they pradifed, and ibmcthing of die 
fame fpirit is expefted in us which we re- 
verence 
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Terence in them. It was not faints and 
martyrs only to whom our Saviour faidthat 
they muft crucify the world with its affedlioris 
end lujis. We are called to be holy in our 
meafure and degree, as he who hath called 
tu is holy. It was not only faints and mar* 
tyrs who were told that they muft not be 
like minded with Chrift. That they mu/i do all 
io the glory of God. That they mii/l renounce 
the fpirit of the world, and deny them/elves* 
It was not to apoftles only that Chrift (aid. 
They mii/l have their converfation in Hei^uen. 
It was not to a few holy men fet apart for 
the altar, that he faid, They mujt fet their 
qffedions on things above. That they miift 
not be conformed to the world. No, it was 
to fiQiermen, to publicans, to farmers, to 
day-labourers, to poor tradefmen, that he 
fpoke when he told them, they muft love 
not the world, nor the things of the world.-^^ 
That they mufi renounce the hidden things of 
dijhonefly,grow in grace, lay up for thomf elves 
treafurcs in Heaven. 

WilL 
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tViU. All this might be very proper for 
ihimto be taught, becaufe they had not been 
bred up Chriftians, but Heathens or Jews : 
and Chrlft wanted to make them his follow- 
ers, that is, Chriftians^ But thank God 
we do not want to be taught all this, for 
v/c are Chriftians, born in a Chriftian coun- 
try, of Chriftian parents* 

Stock. I fuppofe then you fancy that 
Chriftianity comes to people in a Chriftian 
country by nature ? 

WilL I think it comes by a good edu- 
tadon or a good example* When a fellow 
who has got any fenfe fees a man cut oflF in 
kis prime by drinking, like Williams, I 
think he will begin to leave it off. When 
he fees another man refpefted, like you, 
mafter, for honefty and fobiSety, and going 
to church, why he will grow honeft, and 
fobcr, and go to church j that is, he will fee 
it his advantage to be a Chriftian. 

Stock. Will, what you fay is the truth, 
but *tis not the whole truth. You are right 
as far as you go, but you do not go far 

vojLk V, o enough. 
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enough. The worldly advantages of piety, 
are, as you fuppofe, in general greats 
Credit, profperity, and health, almoft luu- 
turally attend on ^ religious life, both be- 
caufe a religious life fuppofes a fober and 
induflrious life; and becaufe a man who 
lives in a courfe of duty puts himfelf in the 
way of God's bleffing. But a true ChiiC? 
tian has a dill higher aim in view, and will 
follow religion even under circumftances, 
when it may hurt his credit and ruin his 
profperity, if it fhould ever happen to be 
the will of God that he fliould be brought 
into fuch a trying ftate* 

Will. Well, mafter, to fpeak the truth, 
if I go to church on Sundays, and follow 
my work in the week, I muft fay I think 
that is being good. 

Stock. I agree with you, that he wh6 
does both, gives the beft outward figns that 
he is good as you call it. But our going 
to church, and even reading the bible, are 
no proofs that we are as good as we . need 
be, but rather that we do both thefe in 

order 
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brder to make us better than we are. Wc 
do both on Sundays, as means, by God's 
bleffing^ to make us better all the week. 
We are to bring the fruits of that chapter 
or of that fermon into our daily life, and try 
to get our ihmoft heart and fecret thoughts, 
as well as our daily conduct, amended by 
them; 

WilL Why fure, matter, you won't be 
lb unreafonable as to want a body to be 
religious always ? I can't do that neither. 
I'm not fuch a hypocrite as to pretend to 

. Stock. Yes, you can be fo in every ac- 
tion of your life ! 

Will. What, matter, always to be think- 
ing about religion ? 

. Stock* No, far from it Will ; much lefs 
to be always talking about it. But you 
tnuft be always ading under its power and 
fpirit* 

WilL But furely 'tis pretty well if I do 

this when I go to church ; or while I am 

faying my prayers. Even you, matter, as 

o 2 ftria 
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ftri6): as you are, would not have me al« 
ways on my knees, nor always at churchy 
I fuppofe : for then how would your work 
be carried on, and how would our town be 
fupplied with fhoes ? 

Stock. Very true. Will. 'Twould be 
no proof of our religion to let our cuftomers 
go barefoot ; but 'twould be a proof of oar 
lazinefs, and we fhould ftarvc as weought 
to do. The bufinefs of the world muft not. 
only be carried on, but carried on with 
fpirit and aftivity. We have the fame au- 
thority for not being Jlothful in bufinefs as^ 
we have for being fervent in fpirit. Reli- 
gion has put godlinefs and lazinefs as wide 
afunder as any two things in the world ; 
and what God has feparated, let no man 
pretend to join. Indeed, the fpirit of re- 
ligion can have no fellowfhip with flotb, 
indolence, and felf-indulgence. But ftill, 
a chriftian does not carry on his common 
trade quite like another man neither j for 
fomething of the fpirit which he labours to 
attain at church, he carries with him into 
4 his 
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his worldly concern^ While there are 
fome who fet up for Sunday Chriftians, 
who have no notion that they are bound to 
be week-day Chriftians too. 

Will. Why, mafter, I do think, if God 
Almigfaty is contented with one day in 
fevien, he won't thank you for throwing 
him the other fix into the bargain*. I 
thought he gave us them for our own ufe $ 
and I am fure nobody works harder all the 
week than you do. 

Stock. God, it is true, fcts apart one day 
in feven for adual reft from labour, and 
for more immediate devotion to his fcrvice. 
But fhew me that text, wherein he fays, 
thou flialt love the Lord thy God on 
Sundays'^Thou (halt keep my command- 
ments on the Sabbath Day^^To be carnally 
minded on Sundays^ is death — Ceafc to do 
evil, and learn to do well one day in/even-^ 
Grow in grace on the hordes Day — Is there 
any fuch text ? 

WUU No, to be fure there is not ; for 
that would be encouraging fm on all the 
other days. 

O 3 $tQck. 



198 THE TWO SHOEMAKERS. 

Stock. Yes, juft as you do when y(W|' 
make religion a thing for the church, sind 
not for the world. There is no one lawful 
calling in purfuing which we may not fervc- 
God acceptably. You and I may ferve him 
while we are ftitching this pair of boots^ 
Farmer Furrow, while he is plowing yolider' 
field. Betfy Weft, over the way, whilft fcc 
is nurfing her fick mother. Neighbour 
Incle, in meafuring out his tapes and rib-/ 
bons. I fay, all thefe may ferve God juft as' 
acceptably in thofe employments as at 
church, I had almoft faid more fo« 

WHL Aye, indeed — how can that be ? 
Now you're too much on t'other fide. 

Stock. Becaufe a man's trials in trade 
being often greater, they give him frefii- 
means of glorifying God, and proving the 
fincerity of religion. A man who mixes in 
bufincfs, is naturally brought into continu- 
al temptations and difGculties. Thefe will 
lead him, if he be a good man, to look more 
to God, than he perhaps would otherwife 
do. He fees temptations on the right hand 
and on the left j he knows that there are 

fnares 
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fnares all around him; this makes him 
watchful : he feels that the enemy within 
is too ready to betray him ; this makes him 
humble himfelf ; while a fenfe of his own 
difficulties makes him tender to the failings 
of others. 

WilL Then you would make one be- 
Keve, after all, that trade and bufinefs mud 
be linful in itfelf, fmce it brings a man into 
all theiie fnares and fcrapes. 

StiKk. No, no. Will ; trade and bufinefs 
dofi't create evil paffions — they were in the 
heart before — Only now and then they 
feem to lie fnug a little— our concerns with 
the world bring them out into adion a 
little more, and thus ihew both others and 
our£elves what we really are. But then, as 
Uie world pffers more trials on the one 
hand, fo on the other it holds out more 
duties. If we are called to b^ttl^ oftener, 
we have more opportunities of viftory. 
Every temptation refitted, is an enemy fub- 
dued; and he that ruleth his own fpirit^ is 
better than he that taketh a city, 

o 4 WilL 
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Will. I don't quite undcrftahd you, 
matter. 

Stock. I will try to explain myfclf* 
There is no paffion more called out by the 
tranfaftions of trade than covetoufacfi* 
Now, *tis impoflible to withftand fuch a 
mafter fin as that, without carrying a good 
deal of the fpirit of religion into one'* 
trade. 

Will. Well, I own I don't yet fee how 
I am to be religious when Vm bard at work^ 
or bufy fettling an account. I can't do 
two things at once ; 'tis as if I were to. pre* 
tend to make a ihoe and cut out a boot at 
the fame moment. 

Slock. I tell you both mufl fubfift tO'? 
gether. Nay, the one mud be the mo. 
tive to the other. God commands us to 
be induftrious, aijd if we love him, the de- 
fire of pleafing him ftiould be the maiA 
fpring of our induftry. 

Will. I don^t fee how I can always be 
thinking about pleafing God, 

^tock^ 
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Stock. Suppofe, now, a man had a wife 
ind children whom he loved, and wifhed to 
fervc; would not he be often thinking 
about them while he was at work? and 
though he would not be always thinking 
nor always talking about them, yet would 
not the very love he bore them be a con* 
ftant fpur to his induftry ? He would al- 
ways be purfuing the fame courfe from the 
fgo^e motive, though his words and even his 
tj^Qughts mult often be taken up in the 
wwmon tranfaclions of life, 
, Wili* I fay firft one, then the other ; 
liow for labour, now for religion. 

Skick. I will (hew that both muH: go 
together, I will fuppofe you were going to 
buy fo many (kins of our currier — that is 
quite a worldly tftnfaftion — you can't fee 
what a fpirit of religion has to do with buy- 
ing a few calves^ fkins. Now, J tell you it 
has a great deal to do with it, Covetouf- 
X^tk^ a defire to make a good bargain, may 
rife up in your heart. Selfifhnefs, a fpirit of 
fnonopoly, a willi to get all, in order to dif-^ 

trefs 
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farther, that one good end of our bringing 
religion iuto our bufinefs is, to put us in 
mind not to undertake more bufinefs than 
we can carry on confidently with our re- 
ligion. I fhall never commend that man's 
diligence, though it is often commended by 
the world, who is not diligent about the 
falvation of his foul. We are as much 
forbidden to be overcharged with the cares 
of life as with its pleafures. I only wiQi to 
prove to you, that a difcreet Chriftian may 
be wife for both worlds ; that he may em* 
ploy his hands without entangling his foul, 
and labour for the meat that periflieth with- 
out neglefting that which endureth unto 
eternal life ; that he may be prudent for 
time, while he is wife for eternity. 
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PART VL 

Dialogue the Second. On the duty of carry- 
ing Religion into our Amtifetnents. 

The next evening Will Simpfon being 
got firft to his work, Mr. Stock found him 
finging very cheerfully over his laft. His 
ihafter's entrance did not prevent his finilh- 
ing his fong, which concluded with thefe 
words : 

** Since life is no more than a paiTagt at beft, 
** Let U8 ftrew the way over with flowers." 

When Will had concluded his fong, he 
turned to Mr. Stock, and faid, ** I thank 
•* you, mafter, for firft putting it into my 
** head how wicked it is to fmg prophane 
*^ and indecent fongs. I never fing any 
" now which have any wicked words in 
« them.'* 

Stock. I am glad to hear it. So far you 
do well. But there are other things as bad 

as 
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as Wicked words, nay worfe perhaps, though 
they do not fo much (hock the ear of de- 
cency. 

Will. What IS thatj mafter ? What cad 
be fo bad as wicked words ? 
. Stock. Wicked />&^^^>&/j. Will. Which 
thoughts, when they are covered over with 
fmooth words, and drefled out in pleafing 
rhymes, fo as not to fhock modeft young 
people by the found, do more harm to their 
principles than thofe fongs of which tie 
words are fo grofs and difgufting, that no 
perfon of common decency can for a mo- 
ment tiften to them. 

Will. Well, mafter, I am fure that was 
a very pretty fong I was finging when you 
came in, and a fong which very fober good 
people fing. 

Stock. Do they ? Then I will be bold to 
fay, that fmgrng fuch fongs is no part of 
their goodnefs. I heard indeed but two 
lines of it, but they were fo heathenifli thai 
I defire to hear no more. 

Will. 
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Will. Now yoa are really too hard. 
What harm could there be in it ? there was 
not one indecent word. 
^ Stock. I own, indeed, that indecent 
words are particularly o£Fenfive. But, as I 
laid before, though immodeft expreffions 
oflfend the ear more, they do not corrupt 
the heart, perhaps, much more than fongs 
of which the words are decent, and the 
principle vicious. In the latter cafe, be- 
caufe there is nothing that (hocks his ear, a 
man liftens till the feritimeht has fo corrupt- 
ed his heart, that his ear grows hardened 
too, and by long cuftom he lofes all fenfe 
of the danger of profane diverfions ; and I 
muft fay I have often heard young women 
of charafter fing fongs in company which 
I fhould be afliamed to read by myfelt 
But come, as we work, let us talk over this 
bufmej^ a little ; and firft let us flick to 
this fober fong of yours that you boaft fo 
much about, (^repeats. J 

** Since life is no more than a palTagc at beil, 
** Let us ftrevv the way over with flowers." 

Now what do you learn by this ? 

Will. 
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Will. Why, roafter, I don't pretend to 
learn much by it. But 'tis a pretty tiintf 

and pretty words. 

Stock. But what do thofe pretty words 
mean ? 

WilL That we muft make ourfelvet 
merry becaufe life is fhort. 

Stock. Will ! Of what religicm are you ? 

WilL You are always afking one fuch 
odd queftions, mafter j why a Chriftian to 
be fure. 

Stock. If I often a& you, or others, this 
queftion, it is only becaufe I like to know 
what grounds I am to go upon when I am 
talking with you or them. I conceive that 
there are in ihis country two forts of people, 
Chriftians, and no Chriftians. Now, if 
people profefs to be of this firft dcfcription^ 
I expect one kind of notions, opinions, and 
behaviour from them ; if they fay tfaey are 
of the latter, then I look for another fet of 
notions and actions from them. I compel 
no man to think with me. I take every 
man at his word. I only expeft him to 
think and believe according to the chara£ler 

he 
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he faktfs upon himfelf, aildto:a£t on the 
prmd^tes pf ihat chara^cr which; he pro- 
feff&s to itiaiatain* 

Will. That's fair enough; I can't fay- 
but it is, to take a man at his own word, 
and on 4ii8 own grounds. 

Stock. Well then. Of whom ; does the 
fcripture fpeak when it fays. Let us eat and 
drink ^ fit to-morrow we die ? 

Will. Why of heathens to be fure, not 
of Chriftians. 

Stock. And of whom, when it fays. Let 
us crown our/elves with rt^ebuds before they 
are withered ? 

Will. O that is Solomon's worldly fooL 

Stock. You difapprove of both then ? 

Will. To be fure I do. I fhould not be 
a Chriftian if I did not. 

^Stock. And yet, though a Chriftian, you 
are admiring the very fame thought in the 
forig yod were finging. . How do you re- 
concile this ? 

Will. O there is no comparifon between 
them« Thele feveral texts are defigned x.o 

VOL. V. ' P defcribe 
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defcribe loofe wicked heathens. Now I 
lesim texts as part of my religion. Bur r6- 
Ugion you know has nothing to do with a 
fong. I fmg a fong for my pleafure* 

Stock. ' In our laft night's talk, WiU, I 
endeavoured to prove to you that reli^on 
was to be brought into our bufinefs. I wifli 
now to let you fee that it is to be brought 
into our pleafure alfo. And that, he who is 
really a Chriftian, mud be a ChrifUan in 
his very diverfions. 

WilU Now you are too ftrift again, maf- 
ter ; as you lad night declared, that in our 
bufmefs you would not have us always 
praying, fo I hope that in our pleafure you 
would not have us always pfalm-finging. 
I hope you would not have all one's (ing- 
ing to be about good things. 

Stock. Not fo Will J but I would not 
have any part either of our buiinefs or our 
pleafure to be about evil things* It is one 
thing to be fmging about religion, it is an- 
other thing to be finging again/i it. Saint 
Peter, I fancy, would not much have ap- 

. proved 
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proved your fevourite fong. He, at leaft, 
feemed to have another view of the matter, 
when he faid. The end of all things is at 
hand. Now this text teaches much the 
fame awful truth with the firft line of your 
fong. But let us fee to what diflferent pur- 
pofes the apollle and the poet turn the very 
feme thought. Your fong fays, becaufe 
life is fo fliort, let us make it merry# Let 
us divert ourfelves fo much on the road 
that we may forget the end. Now what 
fays the apoftle, Becaufe the end of all things 
is at handy be ye therefore fober and watch 
unto prayer. 

Will. Why, mafter, I like to be fober 
too, and have left off drinking. But ftill 
I never thought that we were obliged to 
carry texts out of the Bible to try the found- 
nefs of a fong ; and to enable us to judge if 
we might be both merry and wife in finging 
it. 

Stock. Providence has not fo ftinted our 

enjoyments. Will, but he has left us many 

fubjefts of harmlefs merriment: but, for 

p 2 my 
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my own pstit, I am never certs^ tfa^t zn^ 
one is quite harmlefs till I have trie4 it by 
this rule th^at you feem to thiojk fb ftri£L 
There is anoth^ favourite catch whick I 
heard you and fome of the workmen hma* 
ming yefterday. 

Will. I wiU prove to you that there is 
not a word of harm in that; pray liften 
npw. OingsJ 

<* Which 18 the bcft day to drink — Sunday, Mondajt 
« Tuefday, Wednefday, Thurfday, Friday, Satur* 
"day?" 

Stock* Now, Will, do you really find 
your unwillingnefs to drink is fo great^ 
^hat you ftand in need of all thefe incen- 
tives to provoke you to it ? Do you not 
find temptation ftrong enough without ex- 
citing your inclinations, and whetting your 
appetites in this manner ? Can any thing be 
more unchriftian than to perfuade youth by 
pleafant words, fet to the moft alluring 
mufic, that the pleafures of drinking are fo 
great, that every day in the week, naming 
them all fucceffively, by way of fijcing and 

enlarging 
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ctolarging the idea, is equally fit, equally 
ipropcr, and equally delightful, for what ?— 
for the low and fenfual purpofe of getting 
drunk. Tell me. Will, are you fo very 
averfe to pleafure ? Are you naturally fo 
cold and dead to all paffion and temptation, 
that you really find it neceflary to inflame 
your imagination, and diforder your fenfes, 
m order to excite a quicker relifh for the 
pleafures of fm ? 

WilL All this is true enough, indeed ; 
but I never faw it in this light before. 

Stock. As I palTed by the Greyhound 
laft iiight, in the way to my evening's walk 
in the fields, I caught this one verfe of a 
fong which the club were finging : 

" Bring the flaik, the mufic bring, 

" Joy fhall quickly find us ; 
** Drink and dance, and laugh and fing, 

<< And cafi dull care behind us." 

When I got into the fields, I could not for- 
bear comparing this fohg with the fecond 
Mbn laft Sunday evening at church } thefe 
p 3 were 
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were the words : Take heed left at any time 
your heart be overcharged with drunkennefs^ 
andfo that day come upon you unawares^ fat 
as afnarejhall it come upon all them that are 
on the face of the earth. 

Will Why, to be fure if the fecond 
leflbn was rights the fong muft be wrong. 

Stock. I ran over in my mind alfo a 
comparifon between fuch fongs as that 
which begins with 

** Drink and drive care away,'* 

with thofe injunftions of holy writ, VffAth 
and pray therefore^ that you enter not info 
temptation; and again, Watch and pray that 
you may efcape all thefe things. I fay I com- 
pared this with the fong I allude to, 

** Drink and drive care away, 

** Drink and be merry ; 
*< You'll ne*er go the fader 

«< To the Stygian ferry." 

I compared this with that awful admonition 
©f Scripture how to pais the time. Net in 

rioting 
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rioting and drunkennefs, not in chambering 
and wantonnefs ; but put ye on the Lordjefus 
Cbriji^ and make not provijionfor ihejlejh to 
fulfil the lujls thereof. 

Will. I am afraid, then, mafter, you 
would not much approve of what I ufed to 
think a very pretty fong, which begins 
with, 

** A plague on thofe mufty old lubbers, 
** Who teach us to faft and to think." 

Stock. Will, what would you thinlc of 
any oiie who fhould fit down and write a 
book or a fong to abufe the. clergy ? 

Will. Why I (hould thiftk he was a very 
wicked fellow, and I hope no one would 
look into fuch a book, or fing fuch a fong* 

Stock. And yet it muft certainly be the 
clergy who are fcoffed at in that verfe, it 
lining their profeffed bufinefs to teach us 
to think and be ferious. 

Will. Aye, mafter, and now you have 

opened my eyes, I think I can make fome 

of thofe comp^rifons myfelf between the 

p 4 fpirit 
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fymt of the Bible and the fpiiit of thefq 
{bngs. 

*< Bring tlie flafk, the goblet bring,'* 

won't ftand very well in company with the 
threat of the prophet : Woe unto them thai 
rife up early ^ that they may mingle Jirong 
drink. 

Stock. Aye, Will ; and thefe thought- 
lefs people who live up to their finging, fcem 
to be the very people defcribed in another 
place as glorying in their intemperance, 
and afting what their fongs defcribe:— 
They look at the nvine and fay it is red^ it 
moveth itf elf aright in the cup. 

Will. I do hope I fhall for the future 
not only become more careful what fongg I 
fing myfelf, but alfo not to keep company 
with thofe who fing nothing elfe but what,* 
in my fober judgment, I now fee to bf 
wrong. 

Stock. As we (hall have no body in the 
world to come, it is a pity not only to make 
our pleafures here confifl entirely in the 

delights 
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delights of animal life, but to make our very 
longs confift in extolling and exalting thofc 
idelights which are unworthy of the man as 
-well as of the Chriftian. If, through 
temptation or weaknefs, we fall into 
errors, let us not eftablifh and confirm 
ahem by picking up all the fongs and fcraps 
gaf verfes which excufe, juflify, and com- 
mend fin. That time is Jhort^ is a reafon 
given by thefe fong-mongers why we fhould 
give into greater indulgences. That time 
if Jhort^ is a reafon given by the Apoftle 
why we (hould enjoy our deareft comforts 
as if we enjoyed them not. 

Novy, Will, I hope you will fee the im- 
portance of fo managing, that our diver- 
fions rfor diverfions of fome kind we all 
require,) may be as carefully chofen as our 
other employments. For to make them 
fuch as (hall effeftually drive out of our 
minds all that the Bible and the Minifter 
have been putting into them, feems to me 
as imprudent as it is unchriftian. But 
ibis is not all. Such fcntiments as thefe 

fongs 
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fongs contain, fet off by the prettied mufic^ 
heightened by liquor, and all the noife and 
^rit of what is called jovial company, all 
this, I fay. not only puts every thing that is 
light out of the mind, but puts every thing 
that is wrong into it. Such fongs, there- 
fore,, as tend to promote levity, thoughtle£P* 
mefs, loofe imaginations, falfe views of 
Kfe, forgetfulnefs of death, contempt of 
whatever is ferious, and neglefl: of what- 
ever is fober, whether they be love fongs> 
©r drinking fongs, will not, cannot be fung 
b^ any man or any woman who makes a 
ferious profeffion of Chriftianity *. 

* It IS with regret I have lately obferved, that the 
felhionable author and finger of fongs more loofe, pro- 
faDC, and corrupt^ than any of thofe here noticed^ not 
©nly received a prize as the reward of his important 
fervicfls, but received alio the pubh'c acknowlegc- 
ttients of an illuftrious foclcty for having contributed tm 
the happlnefs of their country.! 



THE 

HISTORY 



OF 



TOM WHITE THE POSTBOT. 



IN TWO PARTS. 



PART I. 

1 OM White was one of the beft drivers 
of a poft-chaife on the Bath road. Tom 
was the fon of an honed labourer at a little 
village in Wiltfhire : he was an aftive in- 
duftrious boy, and as foon as he was old 
enough he left his father, who was burthen^ 
ed with a numerous family, and went to 
live with farmer Hodges, a fober worthy 
laan in the fame village. He drove the 

waggon 
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oraggon all the week; and on Sundays, 
though he was now grown up, the farmer 
required him to attend the Sunday-fchool^ 
carried on under the infpeftion of Dr. 
Shepherd, the worthy vicar» and always 
made him read his Bible in the evening 
after he had ferved his cattle ; and would 
have turned him out of his fervice if he 
Bad ever gone to the ale-houfe for his own 
pleafure. 

Tom by carrying fome waggon-loads of 
faggots to the Bear inn, at Devizes, made 
many acquaintances in the flable-yard. He 
foon learnt to compare his own carter*s 
frock, and flioes thick fet with nails, with 
the fmart red jacket, and tight boots of the 
poft-boys, and grew afliamed of his own 
homely drefs ; he was refolved to drive a 
chaife, to get money, and to fee the world. 
Fooliih fellow! he never confidered that^ 
though it is true, a waggoner works hard 
all day, yet he gets a quiet evening at home^t 
and undifturbed refl at night. However, 
as there mult be chaife-bovs as well 2& 

plough- 
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plough-boys, therq wa3 no gieat barm ia 
the change. The evil company to whicl^ 
it ^xpofed him, was the chief miiichieE He 
left fa^rmer Hodges, though not without 
ibrrow at quitting fo kind a mailer, and 
got himfelf hired at the Black Bean 

.Notwithftandiag the temptations to which 
he was now expofed, Tom's good educa- 
tion ftood, by him for forpe time. At firft 
he was frightened to hear the oaths and 
wicked words which are too often uttered 
in a ftable-yard. However, though he 
thought it very wrong, he had not the cou-i 
rage to reprove it, and the next ftep to being 
eafy at feeing others fm, is to un ourfelves. 
By degrees he began to think it manly, and 
a. mark of fpirit in others to fwear ; though 
the force of good habits was fo ftrong, that 
at firft when he ventured to fwear himfelf It 
was with fear, and in a low voice. Bat he 
was foon laughed out of his (heepifhncfs^ as 
they called it ; and though he never became 
fo profane and blafphemous as fome of his 
companions, (for he never fwore in cool 
bk)o4 or in mirth, as fo many do,) yet he 

wou5d 
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would too often ufe a dreadful bad word 
when he was in a pailion with his horfes. 
And here I cannot but drop a hint on the 
deep folly, as well as wickednefs, of bemg 
in a great rage with poor beafts, who, not 
having the gift of reafon, cannot be moved 
like human creatures^ with all the Ticked 
words that are faid to them ; though thefe 
dumb creatures, unhappily, having the gift 
of feeling, fuflfer as much as human crea- 
tures can do, at the cruel and unneceflary 
beatings given them. Tom had been 
bred up to think that drunkennefs was 
a great fin, for he never faw farmer Hodges 
drunk in his life, and where a farmer if . 
fober himfelf his men are lefs likely to drink, 
or if they do, the mafter can lejprove them 
with the better grace. 

Tom was not naturally fond of drink, yet 
for the fake ofbeing thought merry company, 
and a hearty fellow, he often drank more 
than he ought. As he had been ufed to 
go to church twice on a Sunday, while 
he lived with the farmer, (who feldom ufed 
Ills horfes on that day, except to carry his 

wife 
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Wife to church behind him,) Tom felt a. 
little uneafy when he was fent xhe very firB: 
Sunday a long journey with a great family 5 
for I cannot conceal the truth, that too 
ny gentlefolks will travel, when there is 
no neceffity for it, on a Sunday, and whea 
Monday would anfwer the end juft as welL 
This is a great grief to all good and faber 
people, both rich and poor ; and it k AM. 
more inexcuCable in the great, who have 
every day at their command. However^ he 
kept his thoughts to himfelf, though be 
could not now and then help thinking how 
quietly things were going on at the fermer^s, 
whofe waggoner on a Sunday led as eafy a 
life as if he had been a gentleman, Bitt 
be foon loft all thoughts of this kind, and 
in time did not know a Sunday from a 
Monday, Tom went on pr<?fperoufly5 ^5 
it is called, for three or four years, got 
plenty of money, but faved not a fhilling- 
As foon as his horfes were once in the 
ftable, whoever would might fee them fed 
for Tom. He had other fifli to fry. Fives, 

cards. 
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cards, cudgel-playing, laying wagers^ md 
keeping loo^e company, each of which he 
at firft difliked, and each of which he foon 
learned to praftife, ran away with all his 
money, and all his fpare time ; and though 
he was generally in the way as foon as the 
horfes were ready, (becaufe if there was no 
driving there was no pay,) yet he did not 
care whether the carriage was clean or dirty, 
if the horfes looked well or ill, if the hamefe 
was whole, or the horfes were (hod. The 
certainty that the gains of to-morrow would 
make up for the extravagance of to-day, 
made him quite thoughtlefs and happy j 
for he was young, adive, and healthy, and 
never forefaw that a r^iny day might come, 
when he would want what he now fquan- 
dered. 

One day being a little fluftered with 
liquor as he was driving his return chaife 
through Brentford, he faw juft before him 
another empty carriage, driven by one of 
his acquaintance : he whipped up his horfes, 
refolving to outftrip the other, and fwear- 
13 ing 
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Kig dreadfully that he would be at the Red 
Lion firft — for a pint,^— " Done,'* cried the 
other — a wager. Both cut and fpurred 
die pbot beads with the ufual fury, as if 
their credit had been really at ftake, or 
their lives had depended on this fboiifh con^ 
teft. Tom's chaife had now got up to that 
of his rival, and they drove along-fide of 
each other with great fury and many im^^ 
precations. But in a narrow part, Tom's 
chaife being in the middle, with his anta* 
gonift on one fide, and a cart driving againft 
him on the other, the horfes reared, the 
carriages got entangled ; Tom roared out 
a great oath to the other to flop, which he 
cither could not, or would not do, but re'- 
turned an horrid imprecation that he would 
win the wager if he was alive. Tom's 
horfes took fright, and he himfelf was 
thrown to the ground with great violence^ 
As foon as he could be got from under the 
wheels, he was taken up fenfelefs, his leg 
was broke in two places^ and his body much 
bruifed. Some people whom the noife had 
brought together, put him in the poft- 
voL. V. Q^ chaife. 
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chatfe, in y^hkh the waggoner kindly afflft* 
ed, but the other driver feemed cvelefs ajsul 
indifferenj;, and drove off, d[>ferving with ft 
brutal coobiefs, I am forty I have bit mf 
pint i I fibould have beat him hollow, h^k 
it not been for this litfle accidenU Sdom 
gentlemen who came out of the icn, ajfter 
reprimanding this lavage, inquired who he 
was, wrote to inform his mafter, and got 
him difcbarged : refolving that neither they 
nor any .of their friends would ever em- 
ploy him, and he was l<^g out of place, 
and nobody ever cared to be driven by 
him. 

Tom was taken to one of thofe excellent 
hofpitals with which London abounds. I£s 
agonies were dreadful, his leg was fet, and 
a high fever came on. As foon as he was 
left alone to refleft on his condition, his 
firfl thought was that he ihould die, and bk 
horror was inconceivable. — Alas ! faid he, 
what will become of my poor foul ? I am 
cut off in the very commifSon of three great 
fins :— I wa« drunk, I was in a horrible 
pd{IIon,'and I had oaths and blajjpbemies in 
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toy mouthir*-He tried to pray, but he could 
Hbti his mind was all diftta^tion, and he 
thought he was fo very wicked that God 
would not forgive .him ; becaufe^ fays he^ 
I have finned againft light and knowledge ^ 
I have had a fober education, and good ex*^ 
amples ; 1 was bred in the fear of God, and 
thejuiowledge of Chrift, and I deferve no- 
thing but punifhment. At length he grew 
light-headed, and there was little hope of 
his life. Whenever he came to his fenfes 
fi^r a few minutes, he cried out, O! that 
my old companions could now fee me, fure* 
ly they would take warning by my fad fate, 
and repent before it is too late^ 

By the blefling of God on the (kill of the 
furgebn, and the care of the nurfes, he, how- . 
ever, grew better in a few days. And here 
let me ftop to remark, what a mercy it is 
that we live in a cbriftian country, where 
the poor, when fick, or lame, or wounded, 
are taken a$ much care of as any gentry ; 
nay, in fome refpcfts more, becaufe in hot 
pitals and infirmaries there are more doc- 
a.a tors 
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tors and furgeons to attend, than moft pri« 
vate gentlefolks can afford to ha^e at their 
own houfes, whereas there never was a» 
bofpital in the whole heathen world. Blefled 
be God for this, among the thoufand orficr 
excellent fruits of the Chriftian religion! 
A religion which, like i,ts Divine Founder, 
while its grand objefi: is the falvatioi} of 
men's fouls, teaches us alfo to relieve thcb 
bodily wants. It direfts us never to forget 
that He who forgave fins, healed difeales, 
and while he preached the Gofpel, fed the 
multitude. 

It was eight weeks before Tom conld be 
taken out of bed. This was a happy afflio- 
lion ; for by the grace of God, this long 
ficknefs and folitude gave him time to re- 
fleft on his paft life. He began feriouily to 
hate thofe darKng fins which had brought 
him to the brink of ruin.. He could now 
pray heartily -^ he confeffed and lamented 
bis iniquities with many tears, and began to 
hope that the mercies of God, through the 
merits of a Redeemer, might yet be extend- 

ed 
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ed to him: on his fincere tepentancer He 
refotved never more to return to the fame 
€i^ coiirres, but he did not truft in his own 
(trength, but prayed thati God .would give 
him grace for the future, as well as pardon 
for'the paft. He remembered, and he was 
humbled at the thought, that he ufed to 
havefhorc fits of repentance,. :and to form 
reibhiiions of amendment, in his v^ild and 
thoughllefs days ; and often when he had a 
tiadfaead-ach after a drinking bout, or had 
ioft his money at all-fours, he vowed never 
to dtink or play again* But as fbon as his 
head was well, and his pockets recruited, 
he forgot all his refolutions. And how 
ftouW^tbe other wife? for he truffcd in his 
owk ftrength, he never prayed:.te God. to 
ftrengthen him, nor ever avoided the next 
tfemptation. He thought that, amendment 
was a thing to be fet about at any time ; he 
xlid not know that // is the grace of God 
-iiuhkh bringeth us to repentance^' 
■ The cafe was now different. Tom be- 
^gsa to find that bis Jirength was perfed 
c^3 nveaknefs^ 
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weakmfs^ and diat he could do nothittg 
without the Divine affiftance, for which he 
prayed heartily ^nd conftantly. He feat 
home for his Bible and Prayer-book, which 
he had not opened for two years, and which 
had been given him when he left the Sun^ 
day fchooK He fpent the dhief part of his 
time in reading them, and derived great 
comfort, as well as great knowledge,. from 
this employment of his time. The (ludy 
bf the Bible filled his heart with gratitude 
to God, who. had not cut him oflF in die 
midft of his fms, but had given him fpace 
for repentance; and the agonies he had 
lately fuffered with his broken leg increafed 
his thankfulnefs, that he had efcaped the 
more dreadful pain of eternal mifery. And 
here let me remark what encouragerae&t 
this is for rich people to give away bibles 
and good books, and not to lofe all hope, 
though, for a time, they fee little or no 
good effefl from it. According to all ap- 
pearance, Tom's books were never likely 
JG do him any good, and yet his generous 

benefaflor, 



TOM WHITE THE POBTfiOY:. 2^1 

lomefBidxAj who hadcaft his bread ^pon tbe 
vnUfiSy finiiid it after many dayi ;- for this 
Bibte^ which had lain untouicfaed iot ycafi, 
Was: at- laft made the inftrument of his re- 
ibBtnation. Odd .will work in his owii 
^004 time, and in his own way, but ouy 
^esti-alnd our exertions are the meaas 1^ 
^i^imhiie conrnionTy. chafes to yrork, : 
^' Jb$ fbon SB he got well, and wsts dif- 
ciiAiged from the: ho^ital^ Tom began i^ 
tlnnl^ iie muOr return to get his br^d» At 
firft lie ;had fofive: ferupks aboiit going hack 
io iiis''x>ld empiay Lifeut^ fayS he" ftnfibly 
€0DQgtoy gentk^oUisjituft ; travel^ triveUe£s 
jiiiiift :faaTe diaifes^ iaad. <:hasfesr muft; hav« 
^pers: 'tis a v^ry.rhpncft callings and tl 
don't know that goodnefs belongs to one 
iMt €»f bufmefs more than another^ nad he 
mftla tun hie good iti a ftatc of great t^mpta* 
t^j ppovJded the caliing be la5vful, and the 
tetnfptali^lfe are not ^f his a^n. forking, 
alHd he-be di%enc in: prayer, may be better 
A» another man for aught Ikdow:: and 
^ tifitt belongs to us is^ to dr> mr diittym that 
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Jtate €fltfe in which it Jhall fleafe GoUt^tsalt 
us 3 and to leave events in God's. lutncL 
Tom had nibbed up his xratechifm at: thtt 
hofpital, and 'tis a pity that people don^t 
look at their catechifm fometimes when 
they are grown up j for it is full as good 
for men and women as it is for childrea ; 
nay, better ; for though the anfwert coxkr 
tiined in it are intended b>T children to rem 
f^atj yet the dudes enjoined in. it are io* 
tended for men and women, to put infract 
fice. It is, if I may fb fpeak, the v^ gratn^ 
mar of Chriftianity and of bur church, and 
they who underftand every part of their ca^ 
techifm thoroughly, will not be ignorant of 
any thing which a plaip Chriftian ne^.to 
know. 

^ Tom now felt grieved that he was obliged 
to drive on Sundays. But people who are 
in earned, and have their hearts in a thing, 
can find helps in all cafes. As foon a$ he 
had fet down his company at their ftage^ 
and had feeii his horfes fed, fays Tom, 9, . 
pian who takes care of bis horfes, will ge- 
nerally 
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DCtally think it right to let them reft aa 
hour or two at: leaft. In every town it ii 
a.chwce but there may be a church open 
during part of that time. If the prayers 
jhould b^ over, V\\ try hard for the/ermon; 
aodiif I.darenot ilay to the fi^rmon, it is a 
cbance but I may catch the prayers ; it ii 
wiorth trjixig for, Jiow^^er^ and as I ^fed 
tQ tbink nothing of ms^in^ a y^fhy for the 
Jake of gptting an houit to gapjble, I need 
ndt grudge to take a little pams extraordi> 
siiary:;tO( ferve God. By this watchfulnefii 
be Coon got to know thie hours of fervice 9t 
idltthe towns on the roaad he travelled ; and 
whMe the horfes fed Tom went to church ; 
ap4 it became a favourite proverb with 
bim, that prayers and provender binder net 
tnan^j journey ; and I beg l^ve, to recom- 
n>end Tom's maxim : to all travellers^ 
ivhether ma(l^r or f€rva^t, carrier or coach"* 
man. 

At firft his companions wanted to laugh 
^nd make fport of this — but when they faw. 
(hat no lad on the road was up fo early or 

worked 
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veeky had bad the honed fatisfadion of 
keeping him from the parifli. Fanner 
Hodges was ftill living, but being grown old 
and infirm, he wasdefirous to retire from 
bufinefs. He retained a great regard for his 
old fervant, Tom; and finding he wa* 
worth money, and knowing he knew fome^ 
thing of country bufinefs, he offered to let 
him a fmall farm at an eafy rate, and proi- 
mifed his aiHftance in the management for 
the firft year, with the loan of a fmall fum 
of money, that he might fet out wit-h a 
pretty flock. Tom thanked him with tears 
in bis eyes, went back and took a handfome 
leave of his n]^fler,.who made him a prefent 
of a horfe. and cart,* in acknowledgment of 
of his long and faithful fervices ; for, fays 
he, I have faved many horfes by Tom's care 
and attention^ and I could well afford to do 
the fame by every fervant who did the fame 
by me ; and fhould be a richer man at the 
end of every year by the fame generofity, 
provided I could meet with jufl and faith- 
ful fervants who defcrvcd the fame rewards* 

Tom 



TOM WHITE THE POSTBOY, ±2$ 

nig dreadfully that he would be at the Red 
Lion firft — for a pint,=— " Done,'* cried the 
other — a wager. Both cut and fpurred 
ike pboi beads with the ufual fury, as if 
thdr credit had been really at ftake, or 
their lives had depended on this fooiiih con^ 
teih Tom's chaife had now got up to that 
of his rival, and they drove along»(ide of 
each other with great fury and many im* 
precations. But in a narrow part, Tom's 
chaife being in the middle, with his anta* 
gonift on one fide, and a cart driving againft 
bkn on the othier, the horfes reared, the 
carriages got entangled ; Tom roared out 
a great oath to the other to flop, which he 
dther could not, or would not do, but re^ 
turned an horrid imprecation that he would 
win the wager if he was alive. Tom's 
horfes took fright, and he himfelf was 
thrown to the ground with great violence^ 
As foon as he could be got from under the 
wheels, he was taken up fenfelefs, his leg 
was broke in two places, and his body much 
bruifed. Some people whom the noife had 
brought together, put him in the poft- 
VOL. V. Q, chaife. 
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toy mouthi— He tried to pray, but he could 
hot ; his mind was all di(tta6tion, and he 
thought he was fo very wicked that God 
would not forgive him; becaufe, fays he^ 
I have fmned againft light and knowledge ^ 
I have had a fober education, and good ex-^ 
amples ; I was bred in the fear of God, and 
the Juiowledge of Chrift, and I deferve no- 
thing but punifhment. At length he grew 
light-headed, and there was little hope of 
his life. Whenever he came to his fenfes 
fi^r a few minutes, he cried out, O! that 
my old companions could now fee me, fure* 
ly they would take warning by my fad fate, 
and repent before it is too late. 

By the blefling of God on the (kill of the 
furgeon, and the care of the nurfes, he, how- 
ever, grew better in a few days. And here 
let me ftop to remark, what a mercy it is 
that we live in a cbriftian country, where 
the poor, when fick, or lame, or wounded, 
are taken a$ much care of as any gentry ; 
nay, in fome refpcfts more, becaufe in hot 
pitals and infirmaries there are more doc- 
0.2 tors 
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tors and furgeons to attend, than moft pru 
vate gentlefolks can afford to have at their 
own houfes, whereas there never was a» 
bofpital in ihe whole heathen world. Blefled 
be God for this, among the thoufand other 
excellent fruits of the Chriftian religion \ 
A religion which, like ^ts Divine Founder,, 
while its grand objeft is the lalvatioi} of 
men's fouls, teaches us alfo to relieve theb 
bodily wants. It direfts us never to forget 
that He who forgave fins, healed difeafes, 
and while he preached the Gofpel, fed the 
multitude. 

It was eight weeks before Tom conld be 
taken out of bed. This was a happy afflic- 
tion ; for by the grace of God, this long 
ficknefs and folitude gave him time to re- 
fleft on his pad life. He began ferioufly to 
hate thofe darling fins which had brought 
him to the brink of ruin^ He could now 
pray heartily \ he confeffed and lamented 
bis iniquities with many tears, and began to 
hope that the mercies of God, through the 
xucrits of a Redeemer, might yet be extend- 
ed 



TOM WHITE THE POSTBOY. tzg 

ed to him on his fincere repentance; He 
refofved never more to return to the fame 
erii coutfes, but he did not truft in his own 
(trengtb, but prayed that' God would give 
him grace for the future, as well as pardon 
fer the pail. He remembered, and he was 
bumbled at the thought, that he ufed to 
have ffiort fits of repentance, and to form 
reibhitbns of amendment, in his >yild and 
tfaoughtlefs days ; and often when he had a 
bad head-ach after a drinking bout, or had 
bft his money at all-fours, he vowed never 
to drink or pidy again. But as foon as his 
head was well, and his pockets recruited, 
he forgot all his refolutions. And how 
Ibouldit be other wife? for he trufted in his 
own ftrengtb, he never prayed ..to God to 
ftfengthen him, nor ever avoided the next 
temptation. He thought that amendment 
was a thing to be fet about at any time ; he 
did not know that it is the grarc of God 
^i€h bringeth us to repentance. 

The cafe was now different. Tom be- 

^fafl to find that bis Jirengtb was perfeS 

q^3 iv^aknefsy 
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weakmfs^ dnd that he could do nochitig 
without the Divine affiftance, for which h^ 
prayed heartily ^nd conftantly. He iax 
home for his Bible and Prayer-book, which 
he had not opened for two years, and which 
had been given him when he left the Son* 
day fchool^ He fpent the chief part of hit 
time in reading them, and derived great 
comfort, as well as great knowledge, .Avm 
this employment of his time. The ftudf 
of the Bible filled his heart with gratitude 
to God, who. had not cut him oflf in the 
xnidft of his fins, but had given him fpaoe 
jbr repentance; and the agonies he ha4 
lately fuffered with his broken leg increafe4 
his thankfulnefs, that he had efcaped the 
more dreadful pain of eternal mifery. AbA 
here let me remark what encouragerae|$ 
this is for rich people to give away biblei 
and good books, and not to lofe all hcqse, 
though, for a time, they fee litde or no 
good effeft from it. According to all ap- 
pearance, Tom's books were never likely 
\G do hhn any good, and yet his generous 

benefadtor, 
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bcnefean^ wha had caft his bread Upon the 



s, fomad it after many dayi ;' for this 
WSkity which had lain untouthed Sot ytafi, 
wai: at- laft made the infirument of his re* 
faaoBitvan. Odd will work in his owii 
gOoA time, and in his ojvn way, butt ow 
iseak^tod our exertions are the mews bf 
lAi^h he commonly, chafes to yrorki : 
*' sA0 foah as he got w^, and w^ dif- 
ehiuaged from the: holpital^ Tom began C^ 
linni^ iie mufi: netom to get his br^d. At 
firfttte;liad foti>e fcrupIesjafaDiit going had^ 
io his'^ld emfday 1: but j fafS he 'fenfibly 
«B^ttg^ gentkfoUf^ jimft : travelt ti4 
ilmsft :faaTe chaifes^ iand. <!haifes' mtift; bsLYC 
dfitaers: 'tis a v^ry.rhpneft callings and il 
don't know that goodnefs belongs to ooe 
iMt bf bufmefs more than anotbrr.; nod he 
4lr1k> tbi bie good iti a fta/tcof great tefupta- 
tibUipvovided the caUing be kwful, and the 
tetriptaHJ^lfe are not ^f his lO^n feeking, 
1^ he be diligent in prayer, may be better 
Asa afiother man for aught I kxlow : and 
J!^ that belongs to us is^ to dt> oar dvetjim tlmi 
CL4 7?^^^ 
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nerally think it right to let them reft aa 
hour or two at: leaft. In every town it ib 
a.chance but there may be a church open 
during part of that time. If the prayers 
fliould b^ over, Tli try hard for thefermon; 
andlf I.darenot ftay to the fi^rmon, it is a 
chance but I may catch the prayers ; it u 
utonh trying for,Jiowever ^ and as I lufed 
to tluok nothing of making a pufli, for the 
iakit of getting an houf to gamble, I need 
Bdt grudge to take a little pains extraordi- 
nary: toc ferve God. By this watchfulnefii 
he feon got to know the hours of fervice at 
•IHhe towns on the road he travelled ; and 
while the horfes fed Tom went to church; 
and it became a favourite proverb with 
him, that prayers and provender bindir net 
man's journey; and I beg leave, to recom- 
B^nd Tom's maxim to all travellers^ 
whether ma(ter or fervapt, carrier or coach-t 
man. 

At firft his companions wanted to laugh 
9nd make fport of this — but when they faw. 
{hat no lad on the road was up fo early or 

worked 
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M^orked To bard as Tom^; wh^ thtif4ifW 
tto chaife fo neat, io gfefiesfo bright^ "Ao 
hartefe fadght; -no drivers' fo diligenif-To 
cieau, or fo civil, they found he'was no'hdj* 
)s£t to make fport^ af.' -Tom indeed Mi 
t^ery ca^efi^l fai looking ^ttdr ttielcfich ^iitff 
kl !lev<!r giYteg" 4&is '^h<^re$ r^ mttth t^Wtr 
tffbda they weite hot; norj'>JWtf^*ef^*-W« 
fi{s tiaft^; ^ouM be eviet- . galley thim'^ tf^ 
fe9f,' Arike'^^bem »c»oft the kf^Bd, or^^ASlM 
tiVed, ctit and fliafl) rfietti, or gallop over the 
ftones, dd foon as %e got ihtt) a to^iAi^^^ai 
ibme fooliAi fellows do. Wbat h6\p&A to 
cure Tom-^f Ibefe hsd f>§^idic«$', wli£/^iM 
remark he met \riifi in the bibte^^ thMfiv 
^wrf »w?« w inercifid U his ^e^JR Ht iW 
ssmch moved one day on rieadmg flie j>rifi 
pfect Jonah, txrobftrve what coiphpafiioli tf* 
gre« God of heaven and earth had for pooif 
beafts : for one of the reifom there pviH 
why the Almighty was unwilling to deftroy 
the gieat dty of Nmeveh was, hecahfe ifyere 
was mtch cattle in' it. After this, Ttim 
never could bear to fee a waritbn ftroke mii* 
3 flifted. 
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flitted. Doth God care for horfes^ faid be, 
and fhall man be cruel to them ? 

Tom foon grew rich for one in his fti- 
ibn; for every gentleman on the road 
vould be driven by no other lad if carefid 
Tm, was to be had. Being diligeiat, he got a 
great ileal of money ; being frugal, h^/peni 
but little ; and having no vices, he wafted 
»me. He foon found out that there was 
jEbme meaning in that text which iays, that 
Gddlinefj hath ihepromife rfthe life that now 
0, as well as of that which is >to come :^ for 
the&me principles which make a man fober 
and honeft, have alfo a natural tendency to 
nukke him heakby and rich ; while a drunk- 
lord and a ipendthrift* can hardly efcape 
bebg fick and a beggar. Vice is the parent 
0f mifcry in both worlds. . . " 

' After a few years Tom begged a holiday, 
gnd made a vifit to his 'native village; his 
good character had got thither before him. 
He found his father was dead, but during 
{lis long illnefs Tom had fupplied him vfkk 
fflaoaey, and by allowing him a trifle every 

week, 
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b? «^^ ' rv Neat b^ ^^^ . -.^ft and ta^^^ 
1 «f every ^ . ^\uv J" ,p\»fa.T<is» 
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Tom was foon fettled in his new farm, 
and in lefs than a year had got every thing 
neat and decent about him. Farmer 
Hodges's long experience and friendly ad- 
vice, joined to his own induftry and hard 
labour, foon brought the farm to great per- 
fefUon. The regularity, fobriety, peace- 
ablenefs, and piety of his daily life, his con- 
ftant attendance at church twice every Sun* 
day, and his decent and devout behaviour 
when there, foon recommended him to the 
notice of Dr. Shepherd, who was ftill living, 
a pattern of zeal, adivity, and benevolence 
to all parifh priefts. The doftor foon be- 
gan to hold up Tom, or, as we muft now 
more properly term him, Mr. Thomas 
White, to the imitation of the whole parifli, 
and the frequent and condefcending conver- 
fation of this worthy clergyman contributed 
no lefs than his preaching to the improve- 
ment of his new parifliioner in piety. 

Farmer White foon found out that a 
dairy could not well be carried on without 
a miftrefs, and began to think ferioufly of 

marrying ; 
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marrying ; he prayed to God to direfk hint 
in fo important a bufinefs. He knew that 
a tawdry, vain, dreffy girl was not likely 
to make good cheefe and butter, and that a 
worldly and ungodly woman would make 
a fad wife and miftrefs of a family. He 
foon heard of a young woman of excellent 
charafter, who had been bred up by thcs 
vicar's lady, and ftiU lived in the family as 
upper maid. She was prudent, fober, in* 
duftrious, and religious. Her neat, mode(l^ 
and plain appearance at church (for (he 
was feldom fcen any where elfe out of het 
mafter's family) was an example to all per* 
fons in her flation, and never foiled to re* 
commend li^r to ftrangers, even before they 
had an opportunity of knowing the good* 
nefs of her character. It was Irer charafler^ 
however, which recommended her to far* 
mer White. He knew xh^i favour is deceiU 
ful, and beaiiiy is vain^ but a woman thai 
feareth the Lord, Jhe Jhall be praifed ; — aye^ 
and not only praifed, but chofon too, fays 
farmer White, as he took down his hat 

from 
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&om the nail oa which it hung, in order to 
go ^nd wait on Dr. Shepherd, to break his 
mind and afk his confent ; for he thought 
it would be a very unhandforae return for 
all the favours he was receiving from his 
VUBtfter, io decoy away his faithful fervant 
from her place without his confent. 

This worthy gentleman, though forry to 
lofe fo valuable a member of his little family, 
did not fcruple a moment about parting 
with her, when he found it would be fo 
greatly to her advantage, Tom was agree- 
^bly furprifed to hear (he had faved fifty 
pounds by her frugality. The doftor married 
them himfelf, farmer Hodges being prefent. 

In the afternoon of the wedding day. Dr. 
Shepherd condefcended to call on farmer 
and Mrs. White, to give a few words of ad- 
vice on the new duties they had entered in- 
to ; a common cuftom with him on thofe 
occafions. He often took an opportunity 
to drop, in the moft kind and tender way, 
a hint on the great indecency of making 
marriages, chriftenings, and above all, fu- 
nerals. 



140 TDM WHITE tHfe ^OSTBoVi 

neral, days of riot and excers, as is tod 
often the caie in country villages. Th^ 
cxpedation that the vicar might poi&bly 
drop in, in his walks, on thefe feftivities^ 
often rtft rained exceflive drinking, and im^ 
proper converfation, even among tnbfe who 
were no; reftrained by higher motives^ ai 
farmer and Mrs. White were* 

What the doftor faid was always in fuch 
a cheerful, good-humoured way, that it wal 
fure to increafe the pkafure of the day, in* 
(lead of damping it. " Well, farmer/' faid 
he *' and you, my faithful Sarah, any other 
*' friend might recommend peace and agree* 
** ment to you on your marriage ; but I^ 
** on the contrary, recommend cares and 
*^ ftrifes *." The company ftared — but 
Sarah, who knew that her old mafter was a 
facetious gentleman, and always had fome 
good meaning behind, looked ferious. 
*• Cares and ftrifes, fir," faid the farmer^ 
** what do you mean ?" — " I mean," faid 



* See Dodd's Sayings. 



he^ 
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<«for the firft, that your cares (hall be 

^« w4lo Ihsill pteafe Cod moft, aad ypur 

^ ftrifesy who ihali ferve faim bdl, and do 

"your duty mod faithfully. Thus, all 

*• your eyes and ftrifes being employed t« 

^^ the higheft purpofes^ all petty cares and 

^^ iKrorldly iln£e$ (hall be at an end. 

• ^^ Atwiays reinember, that you have, both 

*^ <rf you, a better friend than each other." 

Tbf pompaay dared again, and thought no 

womaa could have Jb good a friend as her 

Jfkuikmhi^ ^^ As you have cholen each 

4^ either from the befl: motives," coutinued 

^ do^or, '^ you have every reafonable 

f^ erajiiad to hope for h^ppjneis; but as 

f* i^his world is a foil in which troubles and 

^^ misfortunes wiU fpringup; troubles frpm 

^* wli^hyou cannot fave ooe another } mif* 

f* fortunes ^hidi no human prudence can 

^^ avoid t then remember, 'tis the baft wif- 

.^^ dpdi to go to that friend who is always 

f^ a«ar, always wiiiing, and always able, to 

.•* i^lp you, and that friend is God." 

VQJL. V. R ^ Sir/' 
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« Sir," faid farmer White, " I humbly 
*' thank you for all your kind inftnidions, 
•* of which I (hall now (land more in need 
'* than ever, as I fliall have more dudes to 
•* fulfil. I hope the remembrance of my 
*^ pad offences will keep me humble, and 
*• the fenfe of my remaining fin will keep 
** me watchful. I fet out in the world, fir, 
^' with what is called a good natural difpo- 
*^ fition, but I foon found, to my coft, thstt 
*' without God's grace that will carry a 
*• man but a little way. A good temper is 
** a good thing, but nothing but the fear 
^^ of God can enable one to bear up againU 
** temptation, evil company, and evil paf- 
** fions. The misfortune of breaking my 
" leg, as I then thought it, has proved the 
*' greateft bleifing of my life. It (hewed 
*• me my own weaknefs, the value of the 
^* Bible, and the goodnefs of God. How 
•^many of my brother drivers have I fecn, 
^' fince that time, cut off* in the prime of 
*^ life by drinking, or by- fome fudden acd- 
7 - «* dent. 
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** dent, while I have not only been fpared, 
^'^but bleffed and profpered. O fir! it 
** would be the joy of my heart, if fome of 
^* my old comrades, good-natured, civil fel- 
•* lows, (whom I can't help loving,) could 
** fee, as I have done, the danger of evil 
** courfes before it is too late. Though 
^* they may not hearken to you, fir, or any 
** other minifter, they may believe mCj be- 
" caufe I have been one of them : and I 
•* can fpeak from experience, of the great 
*^ difierence there is, even as to worldly 
** comfort, between a life of fobriety and a 
** life of fin. I could tell them, fir, not as 
5^ a thing I have read in a book, but as a 
** truth I feel in my own heart, that to fear 
** God and keep his commandments, will 
** not only bring a man peace at the laft, 
*' but will make him happy now. And I 
** will venture to fay, fir, that all the ftocks, 
^' pillories, prifons, and gibbets in the land, 
** though fo very needful to keep bad men 
** in order, yet will never reftrain a good 
** man from committing evil, half fo much 
R a. "as 
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" as that fingle text. How Jball I (k this 
^* great ivichdfwfsy and Jin ag<iinfi Gwf.^ 
Dr. Shepherd condefcended to approve of 
what the farmer had faid, kmdly ihoo\ him 
by the bwd, and took leave; 



PART U. 

The Way to Plenty^ or the Second Pari gf 
Tom White. Written in 1795, the Tear 

of Scarcity. 

Tom White, as we have ftewn in the 
firft part of this hiftory, from an idle poft- 
boy was become a refpedable farcner. God 
had bleffed his induftry, and he had prof- 
pered in the world. He was fober Mid 
temperate, and, as was the natural ^conTe- 
quence, he was adlive and healthy. He 
was induftrious and frugal, and he became 
profperous in his circum fiances. This is 
in the ordinary courfe of Providence. But 
it is not a certain and neceffary rule. God 

maketb 
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'miokefb bii fun U Jhine on the jujl and the 
unjujlk A man who ufes every honed 
means of thrift and induftry, will, in mod 
orfeSi, find fucccfs attend his labours. But 
ftill the race is not always to the fwifi^ nor 
fhi battle to the Jiron^. God is fometimes 

. fdeafed, for wife endg, to difappoint all the 
worldly hopes of the moft upright man. 
Hh corn may be fmitten by a blight ; his 
barns may be confumed by fire ; his cattle 
may be carried off by diftemper. And to 
thidby and other misfortunes, the good man 
is as liable as the fpendthrift or the knave. 
Buccds is the common reward of induftry, 
but if it w^re its conjlant reward, the iti- 
duftrious would be tempted to look no fur- 
ther than the prefent ftate. They would 

• lofe one ftrong ground of their faiths It 
Would fet afide the fcripture icheme. This 
WOtid would then be looked on as a ftate 
df reward, itiftead of a ftate of trial, and we 
ihould fdrget to look to a day of final re- 
ttibtttidik 

R 3 Farmer 
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Farmer White never took it into his head, 
that, becaufe he paid his debts, worked 
early and late, and ate the bread of carefiil-s 
neXs, he was therefore to come into no m\f' 
fortune lik^ other folk^ but was to be free 
from the common trials and troubles of 
. life. He knew that profperity was far from 
being a fure mark of God^s favour, and 
had read in good books, and efpecially in 
the Bible, of the great poverty and affic- 
tions of the beft of men. Though he was 
no great fcholar, he had fenfe enough to 
obferve, that a time of public profperity was 
not always a time of public virtue ; and he 
thought that what was true of a whole na- 
tion might be true of one man. So the 
more he profpered the more he prayed that 
profperity might not corrupt his heart. 
And when he faw lately figns of public dif- 
trefs coming on, he was not half fo much 
frightened as fome others were, becaufe be 
thought it might do us good in the long 
run ; and he was in hopes that a little po- 
verty 
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yerty might bring on a little penitence. 
The great grace he laboured after was that 
of a cheerful fubmiffioiu He ufed to fay, 
that if the Lord's Prayer had only con- 
tained thofe four little words, Thy will be 
doney it would be worth more than the big" 
geft book in the world without them. 

Dr. Shepherd, the worthy vicar, Twith 
whom the farmer's wife had formerly lived 
as houfekeeper,) was very fond of taking a 
walk with him about his grounds, and he 
ufed to fay, that he learnt as much frotn the 
farmer as the farmer did from him. • If the 
doftor happened to obferve, I am afraid 
thefe long rains will fpoil this fine piece of 
oats, the farmer would anfwer, but then^ 
.fir, think how good it is for the grafs. If 
the doiftor feared the wheat would be but 
indifferent, the farmer was fure the rye 
would, turn out well. ' When grafs failed, 
he did not doubt but turnips would be 
plenty. Even for floods and inundations 
he would find out fome way to juftify Pro- 
vid€Uce» 'Tis better, faid he, to have oi|r 
K 4 lands 
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lands a little overficrwcd, than that the 
fprings fhould be dried up, and our cattle 
faint for lack of water. When the drought 
Came, he thanked God that the feafoil 
would be healthy ; and high winds, whtdt 
frightened others, he faid ferved to clear iht 
air. Whoever, or whatever Was wrong, 
he was always fure that Providence was in 
th6 right. And he ufed to fay, that a maA 
with ever fo fmall an income, if he had but 
frugality and temperance, and Would cat off 
vain defires, and caft his care upon God!, 
was richer than a lord who was tormented 
by vanity and covetoulhefs. When he few 
Others in the wrong, he did not, however, 
abufe them for it, but took care to avoid 
the fame fault. He had fenfe and fpirit 
enough to break through many old, but 
very bad cuftoms o| his neighbours. If a 
thing is wrong in itfelf, (faid he one day to 
farmer Hodges,) a whole pari(h doing it 
can't make it right. And as to its btihg 
an old cuftom, why, if it be a good on6 I 
like it the better for being old, becaufe It 

has 
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lias had the ftamp of ages, and the fanflion 
of experience on its worth. But if it be old 
as well as bad, that is another reafon for my 
trying to put an end to it, that we may not 
miflead our children as out fathers have 
milled us. * 

The Roof'Raifing. 

SoMfi years after he was fettled, he built 
a large new bam. All the workmen Were 
looking forward to the ufual holiday of roof- 
raifing. On this occ^lion it was a cuftom 
to give a dinner to the workmen, with fo 
much liquor after it that they got fo drunk, 
that they not only loft the remaining half- 
day^s work, but they wef6 hot always able 
to work the following day. 

Mrs. White provided a plentiful dinner 
for roof-raifing, and gave each man his mug 
of beer. After a hearty meal they began 
to grow clamorous for more drink. The 
fanner faid, " My lads, I don't grudge you 
** a few gallons of ale merely for the fake 
^ of faving my liquor, though that is fome 

" confider^^ 



250 TOM WHITE THE POSTBOY. 

•• confideration, efpecially in thefe dear 
•* times ; but I never will, knowingly, help 
^^ any man to make a bead ofhimfelf. I am 
*^ refolved to break through a bad cuftom* 
*^ You are now well refreflied. If you will 
** go cheerfully to your* work, you will hav^ 
•' half a day's pay to take on Saturday 
** night more than you would have, if this 
^ afternoon were wafted in drunkennefe. 
.*' For this your families will be the better: 
** whereas, were I to give you more liquoi^ 
" when you have already had enough, I 
?^ fliould help to rob them of their bread. 
*^ But I wifh to (hew you, that I have your 
*^ good at heart full as much as my own 
*^ profit. If you will now go to work, I 
" will give you all another mug at night 
*' when you leave off. Thus your time 
*' will be faved, your families helped, and 
*^ my ale will not go to make reafonabl^ 
*' creatures worfe than brute beafts." 

Here he flopped. " You are in the 
*^ right on't, mafter,'* faid Tom the 
Thatcher j " you are a hearty man, farmer^" 

faid 
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laid John Plane, the carpenter, 
** Come along, boys," faid Tim Brick the 
mafon ; fo they all went merrily to work, 
fortified with a good dinner. There was 
only one drunken furly fellow that refufed ; 
this was Dick Guzzle the fmith. Dick 
never works above two or three days in the 
week, and fpends the others at the Red 
lion. I^e fwore, that if the farmer did not 
give him as much liquor as he liked at 
foo&raifing, he would not ftrike another 
firoke, but would leave the job unfinifhed, 
and he might get hands where he could. 
Farmer White took him at his word, and 
padd him oflF direftly : glad enough to get 
rid of fuch a fot, whom he had only em- 
ployed from pity to a large and almolt 
ftarving family. When the men came for 
their mug in the evening, the farmer brought 
out the remains of the cold gammon ; they 
made a hearty fupper, and thanked him for 
having broken through a fooli(h cuftom, 
which was afterwards much left off in that 
pariib, though Dick would not come into 



IN 
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h, and loft moft of his work in tonfe- 
ijucncc. 

Farftier White's labourers were often 
complaining, that things were fo dear that 
they could not buy a bit of meat. He knew 
it was partly true, but not entirely ; for it 
was before thefe very hard times that their 
complaints began. One morning he ftept 
out to fee how an outhoufe whidh be d^ 
thatching w^t on. He was furprifisd to 
find the work at a (land. He walked over 
to the thatcher's houfe. '* Tom/' £ud he, 
^* I deiire that piece of work may be fiiiiihed 
<* direftly. If a fhower comds my grain 
« will be fpoiled.'*— " Indeed, matter, I 
•* flian't work to-day, nor to-morrow 
" neither," faid Tom* « You fofgct (hat 
•* 'tis Eafter Monday, and to-morrow is 
«• Eafter Tuefday* And fo on Wednefday 
« I fliall thatch away, mafter. But *tig 
«* hard if a poor man, who works all the 
** feafons round, may not enjoy thefe few 
*^ holidays, which come but once a- 
year. 

*' Tom,' 
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' « Tom, fald tbc former, •^ when thefe 
^* cliiy« were firft put into our prayerpbook, 
^ ihfi good men who ordained them to be 
^ kept, iittie thought that the time would 
^^ come when boly^day fhould mean drunken- 
^^ day^ and that the feafons whidi they 
"meant to diftlnguifli by fuperior piety, 
^ fliould he converted into feaibn$ pf more 
*< than ordinary excels. How much doft 
*^ ibmk now I fliall pay thee for this piece 
•^ <rf thatch ?''-pi-*' Why you know, mafter, 
^ you have let it to me by the great* I think 
*^ between this and to-morrow night, as the 
^ weather is fo fine, I could clear about 
^f ^ut ihillings, after I have paid my boy ; 
^ but thatching does not come often, and 
^ Other work is not fo profitable.*'—*^ Very 
^ well, Tom ; and how much now do you 
^ diink you may fpend in thefe two holi* 
^ days ?"— « Why, mafter, if the ale is 
^ pleafanr, and the company merry^ I do 
*• not expe£l: to get off for lefs than three 
^ Mlings/*— ** Tom, can you do pounds, 
^ fliillings, and peqce ?'W* I can, make a 

- *« littl^ 
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*^ little fcore, mafter, behind the kitchen 
*' door, with a bit of chalk, which is as 
" much as I want.''—" Well, Tom, add the 
^^ four {hillings you would have earned to 
*^ the three you intend to fpend, what does 
*^ that make ?"— -« Let me fee ! three and 
" four make feven. Seven {hillings, mailer." 
*^ Tom, you often tell me the times are fo 
*^ bad that you can never buy a bit of meat. 
** Now here is the coil of two joints at 
** once ; to fay nothing of the {in of wafting 
** time and getting drunk.'* — " I never 
«*once thought of that," faid Tom.— 
** Now Tom," faid the former, ** if I were 
** you, I would {lep over to butcher Job* 
** bins's, buy a ihoulder of muttcm, which 
*^ being left from Saturday's market you 
*' will get a little cheaper. This I would 
*' make my wife bake in a deep difh full of 
*^ potatoes. I would then go to work, and 
*^ when the dinner was ready I would go 
*' and enjoy it with my wife and children ; 
" you need riot give the mutton to the 
" brats J the potatoes will have all the 

" gravy^ 
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^^'gravy, and be very favoury for them." — 
** Aye, but Tve got no beer, mafter ; the 
^ times are fo hard that a poor man can't 
** aflford tp brew a drop of drink now as we 
•♦ufedtodo." 

** Times are bad, and malt is very dear^ 
«* Tom, and yet both don't prevent you 
** from fpending feven fliillings in keeping 
** holiday. Now fend for a quart of ale as 
** it is to be a feaft ; and you will even then 
** be four fhilKngs richer than if you had 
*• gone to the public houfe. I would have 
" you put by thefe four (hillings, till you 
** can add a couple to them ; with this I 
^ would get a buffiel of malt, and my wife 
" (hould brew it, and you may take a pint 
•*of your own beer at home of a night, 
*^ which will do you more good than a gal- 
^ Ion at the Red Lion.*' — " I have a great 
** mind to take your advice, mafter, but I 
** Ihall be made fuch fun of at the Lion ! 
" they will fo laugh at me if I don't go !" 
« Let thofe laugh that win, Tom."— « But, 
** mafter, I have got a friend to meet me 

« there.*' 
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" there/'—** Thea afk your friend to coma 
** and eat a bit of your cold mutton at 
** night, and here is fix-pence for anothor 
** pot, if you will promife to brew afinaU 
•* cafk of your own.*' — " Thank you, 
** mafter, and fo I will j and I won't go to 
, *^ the Lion. Come, boy, bring the helm, 
« and fetch the ladder.** And fo T^ia 
was upon the roof in a twinkling, Tha 
barn was thatched, the mutton bought, the 
beer brewed^ the friend invited, and the 
holiday enjoyed. 

The Sheep Shearing. 

Dr. Shepherd happened to fay to farmei 
White one day, that there was nothing he 
diiliked more than the manner in which 
iheep-fliearing and harvefl-home were kept 
by fome in his parifti. '* What,** faid the 
good doftor, " juft when we are bleft with 
♦* a profperous gathering in of thefe natu* 
<* ral riches of our land, the fleece of our 
" flocks ; when our barns are crowned with 
** plenty, and we have, through the divine 
I *• blefling 
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^ blelling on our honeft labour^ reaped the 
^* fruits of the earth in due feafon ; is that 
** rery time to be fet apart for ribaldry, and 
^^ ript, and drunkenne(s ? Do we thank 
^ God for his mercies, by making ourlelves 
♦* unworthy arid unfit to enjoy them ? . 
** When he crowns the year with his good* 
** nefs, fhall we affront him by our impiety ? 
*^ It IS more than a common infult to his 
«* providence j it is a worfe than brutal re- 
*^ turn to Him who openeth his hand and 
'^ fiUeth all thmgs living with plenteous 
^' nefs." 

<^ Uhank you for the hint, fir^% faid the 
hrmer. ^^ I am refolved to rejoice though, 
'*^ and others {ball rejoice with me : and we 
•* will have a merry night on V 

So Mrsi White dreffed a very plentiful 
fupper of meat and pudc&ig; and fpread 
out two tables. The fermer fat at the head 
of one, confiding of fome of his neighbours, 
and all his work-people. At the other fat 
his wife, with two long benches on each 
fide of her. On thefe benches iat all the 
VOL. V. s 0I4 
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old and infirm poor^ efpedally thofe wlia 
lived in the workhoufe) and had no day of 
feflivity to look forward to in the whole 
year but this. On the grafs^ in the little 
court) lat the children of his labourers, and 
of the other poor, whofe einployment it had 
been to gather flowers, and drefs and adorn 
the horns of the ram ; for the farmer did 
not wi(h to put an end to any old cuftom, 
if it was innocent. His own children flood 
by the table^ and he gave them plenty of 
pudding, which they carried to the children 
of the poor, with a little draught of cyder 
to every one. The farmer, who never fat 
down without begging a blefling on his 
meal, did it with fuitable fplemnity on the 
prefent joyful occafion. 

Dr. Shepherd praftifed one very ufeful 
method, which I dare fay was not peculiar 
.to himfelf; a method of which I doubt not 
other country clergymen have found the 
advantage. He was often on the watch to 
obferve thofe feafons when a number of his 
parifhioners were alTembled together, not 

only 
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only at any leafon of feftivity, but at their 
work. He has been known to turn a walk 
through a hay field to good account ; and 
has been found to do as much good by a 
few minutes difcburfe with a little kriot of 
reapers^ as by his Sunday's fermon. He 
commonly introduced his religious obferva- 
tioiis by fome queftioris relating to their 
employment ; he firft gained their affeftions 
by his kindnefs, . and then converted hi$ 
influence over them to their foul's good. 
The interefLhe took in theii" worldly aflfairs 
opened their hearts to the reception of thofe 
divine truths which he was always earned: 
to imprefs upon them. By thefe methods 
.too he got acquainted with their feveral 
charafters, their fpiritual wants, their indi- 
vidual fms, danger^ and temptations, which 
coiabled him to preach with more know- 
ledge and fuccefsful application, than thofe 
minifters can do who are unacquainted with 
the ft^te of their congregations. It was a 
remark of Dr. Shepherd's, that a thorough 
acquaintance with human nature was one of 
s a • the 
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the moft important fpeeies of knowledge a 
clergyman could pofleis. 

The Iheep-fhearing feafl^ though orderly 
and decent,wasyet hearty and chearful. Dr. 
Shepherd dropped in with a good deal of 
company he had at his houfe, and they were 
much pleafed. When the doStor faw how 
the aged and the infirm poor were enjoying 
themfelves, he was much moved ; he (hook 
the farmer by the hand, and faid, ^^ But 
^^ thou, when thou makefl a feaft, call the 
^^ blind, and the lame, and the halt ; they 
*' cannot recompenfe thee, but thou fhalt 
« be recompenfed at the refurreftion of the 
«juft/' 

" Sir,*' fald the feritter, " 'tis no great 
^* matter of expence ; I kill a deep of my 
^^ own ; potatoes are as plenty As black* 
** berries, with people who have a little 
" forethought. I fave much more cyder in 
** the courfe of a year by never allowing 
" any caroufing in my kitchen, pr drunken* 
** nefs in my fields, than would fupply 
^^ many fuch feafts as thde^ fo that I (hall 

"be 
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" be never the poorer at Chriftmas. It is 
** cheaper to make people happy, fir, than 
^^ to make theoi drunk.'' The dodor and 
the ladies condefcended to walk from one 
table to the other, and heard many merry ' 
ftories, but not one profane word, or .one 
sB^ecent fong : fo that he was i^ot forced to . 
the painful neceility either c^ reprovii^g 
them, or leaving them in angen When all 
was over^ they fung the fixty-£fth pfalm, 
2gkA the ladies all joined in it ; and when 
t^ey got home to the vicarage to tea, they 
declared they liked it better th^n any con-^ 
cert. 

The Hard Winter. 

In the femous cold winter of the year 
1795, it was edifying to fee how patiently 
farmer White bore that long and fcvere 
^o(t. Many of his &eep were frozen to 
d^ath, but h^ thanked God that he had 
fiiU many left, ^e continued to find iui- 
dqor work that his m^sn might not beo^ut 
Hf{ employ, The feafon being JQ bad, 
s 3 which 



a 6a TOM WHITE the postboy. 

which fome others pleaded as an excufe for 
turning off their workmen, he thought z 
frcfli reafon for Keeping them. Mrs. White 
was fo confiderate, that juft at that time (he 
leflbned the number of her hogs, that (he 
might have more whey and ikim-milk to 
aflifl: poor families. Nay, I have known 
her live on boiled meat for a long while 
together, in a (ickly feafon, becaufe the pot* 
liquor made fuch a fupply of broth for the 
iick poor. As the fpring came on, and 
things grew worfe, flie never had a cake, a 
pye, or a pudding in her houfe j notwith-» 
ftanding (he ufed to have plenty of thelb' ^ 
good things, and will again, I hope, whea 
the prefent fcarcity is over ; though (he fays 
(he never will ufe fuch white flour again, 
even if it (hould come down to five (hillings 
a bufhel. 

All the parifh now began to murmur. 
Farmer Jones was fure the froft had killed 
the wheat. Farmer Wilfon faid the rye 
would never come up. Brown, the malt* 
fter, infifted the barley ^'as dead at the 

root* 
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root; Butcher Jobbins faid beef would be 
a Ihilling a pounds All declared there 
would not be a hop to brew with. The 
orchards were all blighted; there would 
not be apples enough to make a pye; 
and as to hay there would be none to be 
liad for love nor money. " V\l tell you 
^* what," faid farmer White, *^ the feafon 
** is dreadful j the crops are unpromifing 
^juft now; but 'tis too early to judge. 
^* Don't let us make things worfe than 
"^^ they are. We ought to comfort the poor, 
*^ and you are driving them to defpair. 
♦* Don't you know how much God was 
** difpleafed with the murmurs of his chofen 
** people ? And yet, when they were tired 
^* of manna he fent them quails ; but sdi 
** did not do. Nothing fatisfies grumblers. 
^' We have a promife on our fide, that 
** there Jhall be feed-time and harveji-time to 
** the end. Let us then hope for a good 
^' day, but provide againft an evil one* 
^' Let us rather- prevent the evil before it i« 
^^ fiome upon us, than fink under it when it 
s i^ " comes^ 
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^^ comes. Grumbling cannot help us ; ac^ 
*^ tivity can. Let us fet about planting 
^^ potatoes in every nook and cornet, in 
*' cafe the comjhouldfail^ which, however, 
^^ I don't believe will be the cafe. Let us 
'^ mend our management before we are 
^^ driven to it by a&ual want. And if we 
^ allow our hoiiefl: labourers to plant a 
^^ few potatoes for their families in the head- 
^^ lands of our ploughed fields, or other 
^^ waile bits of ground, it will do us no 
*^ harm, and be a great help to them. The 
^ way to lighten the load of any public ca^ 
^^ lamity is not to murmur at it, but put t 
^ hand to leffen it." 

The farmer had many temptations to 
fend his com at an extravagant price to a 
certain fea fort town^ but as he knew that it 
was intended to export it againft law, he 
would not be tempted to encourage unlaw* 
ful gain ; fo he threihed out a fmall mow at 
7L time, and fold it to the neighbouring poor 
far below the market-price. He ferved his 
own workmen firft. This was the fame to 

then} 
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them as if he had raifed their wages, and 
even better, as it was a benefit of which 
their femllies were fure to partake. If the 
poor in the next parifh were more diftreffed 
than his own, he fold to them at the fame 
rate* For, faid he, there is no diftinftion 
of parifhes in heaven, and though charity 
begins at home, yet it ought not to end 
there. 

He had been ufed m good times now and 
then to catch a hare or a partridge, as he 
was qualified ; but he now refolved to give 
up that pleafure. So he parted from a 
couple of fpaniels he had : for he faid he 
could not bear that his dogs fhould be 
eating the meat, or the milk, which fo 
many men, women, and children wanted. 

The White Loaf. 

One day, it was about the middle of laft 
July, when things feemed to be at the dear- 
eft, and the rulers of the land had agreed 
to fet the example of eating nothing but 

coarfe 
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coarfe bread, Dr. Shepherd read, before 
fermon in the church, their public declara« 
tion, which the magiftrates of the countf 
fent him, and which they had alfo figned 
themfelves. Mrs. White, of courfe; was at 
church, and commended it mightily. Next 
morning the Dodtor took a walk over to 
the farmer's, in order to fettle further plans 
for the relief of the parilh. He was much 
furprifed to meet Mrs. White's little maid 
Sally with a very fmall white loaf, which 
Ihe had been buying at a fhop. He faid 
nothing to the girl, as he never thought it 
right to expofe the faults of a miftreft to 
her fervant; but walked on, refolving to 
give Mrs. White a fevere lefture for the 
iirfl time in his life. He foon changed hk 
mind, for on going into the kitchen, the 
firfl perfon he faw was Tom the thatcher, 
who had had a fad fall from a ladder ; his 
arm, which was flipped out of his fleeve, 
was fwelled in a frightful manner. Mfs* 
White was {landing at the dreffer making 

the 
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the little white loaf into a poultice, which 
ihe laid upon the fwelling in a large clean 
old linen cloth. 

** I alk your pardon, my good Sarah,*' 
£ud the doftor ; " I ought not, however 
** appearances were againft you, to have 
** fufpefted that To humble and prudent 
** woman as you are, would be led either 
*^ to indulge any daintinefs of your own, or 
" to fly in the face of your betters, by 
^ eating white bread while they are eating 
** brown. Whenever I come here, I fee 
** it is not needful to be rich in order to 
*• be charitable. A bountiful rich man 
** would have fent Tom to a furgeon, who 
** would have done no more for him than 
*^ you have done ; for in thofe inflamma- 
*^ tions the moft ikilful furgeon could only 
** apply a poultice. Your kindnefs in dref- 
** ling the wound yourfelf, will, I doubt not 
** perform the cure at the expence of that 
** threepenny loaf and a little hog's lard. 
** And I will take care that Tom fhall have 
** a good fupply of rice from the fubfcrip* 
^ «tion." 
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« tion/'— « And he flian't want for ikim- 
" milk," faid Mrs. White ; « and wa8 he 
^^ the bed lord in the land, in the ftau: lie . 
^< is in, a diih of good rice milk would be 
** better for him than the richeft meat." 

Thei Parijh Meeting. 

On the tenth of Auguft, the veftry held 
another meeting, to confult on the beft pae- 
thod of further afliiling the poor. The 
profpedt of abundant crops now cheared 
every heart. Farmer White, who had a^ 
mind to be a little jocular with his defpoad** 
ing neighbours, faid, ^* Well, neighbour 
*^ Jones, all the wheat was killed, I fup- 
^ pofe ! the barley is all dead at the root !'* 
Farmer Jones looked Iheepifli, and faid, 
^« To be fare the crops had turned out bett^ 
« than he thought."—" Then," faid Dr, 
Shepherd, " let us learn to truft Provi- 
♦' dence another time j let our experience 
>* of his paft goodnefs ftrengthen our faith." 

Among other things, they agreed to fub- 
fcribe for a large quantity of rice, which 

was 
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«aft to be fold out to the poor at a very 
low price, and Mrs* White was fo kind as 
10 undertake the trouble of felling it. After 
their day's work was over, all who wifhed 
to buy at thefe reduced rates, were ordered 
to tome to the farm on the Tuefday even- 
ing* tk. Shepherd dropped in at the fame 
time, and when Mrs. White had done 
weighing her rice, the dodor fpoke as 
follows : 

** My honeft friends, it has pleafed God, 
*^ for fome wife end, to vifit this land 
•• with a fcarcity, to which we have been 
** but little accuftomed. There are fome 
^ idle, evil-minded people, who are on the 
♦* watch for public diftreffes; not that they 
*• may humble themfelves under the mighty 
** hand of God (which is the true ufe to 
** be made of all troubles), but that they 
•* may benefit themfelves by difturbing the 
** public peace. Thefe people, by riot and 
** drunkennefs, double the evil which they 
^ pretend to cure. Riot will complete our 
*^ misfortunes, while peace, induftry, and 
7 ** good 
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** good management, will go near to cure 
♦' them. Bread, to be fure, is uncommonly 
♦' dear. Among the various ways of makbg 
** it cheaper, one is to reduce the quality of 
«« it, another to leffen the quantity we con* 
•* fume. If we cannot get enough of coarle 
<< wheaten bread, let us make it of other 
" grain. Or let us mix one half of potatoes^ 
** and one half of wheat. This laft is what I 
^^ eat in my own family ; it is pleaiant and 
** wholefome. Our bleffed Saviour ate 
** barley bread, you know, as we are told 
♦* in the laft month's Sunday Reading of 
^' the Cheap Repofitory *, which I hope 
^^ you haye all heard ; ^s I deiired the 
*' matter of the Sundav-fchool to read it 
<' juft after evening-fervice, when I know 
** many of the parents are apt to call in at 
^^ the fchool. This is a good cuftom, and 
^^ one of thofe little books fhall be oftea 
*^ read at that time. 

* See Cheap Repofitory, Trad on the Scarcity^ 
printed for T. Evans, Long-Lane, Weft Smithfiel4» 
London, 

"My 
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** My good women, I truly feel for you at 
** this time of fcarcity ; and I am going to 
*' (hew my good-will, as much by my advice 
** as my fubfcription. It is my duty, as your 
f ' friend and minifter, to tell you, that one 
*' half of your prefent hardfliips is owing to 
** bad matiagement. I often meet your \ 

*' children without (hoes and (lockings, f 

*' with great luncheons of the very whiteft 
** bread, and that three times a^day. Half 
•' that quantity, and ftill lefs if it were 
*' coarfe, put into a difti of good onion or 
** leek porridge, would make them an ex- 
" cellent breakfaft. Many too, of the very 
*^ poorefl of you, eat your bread hot from 
*' the oven ; this makes the diflference of one 
^* loaf in five ; I affure you 'tis what I can- 
** not afford to do. Come, Mrs. White, 
>' you muft affift me a little. I am not 
*' very knowing in thefe matters myfelf -, 
*' but I know that the rich would be twice 
** as charitable as they are, if the poor made 
** a better ufe of their bounty. Mrs. White, 
^« do give thefe poor women a little advice 

** how 
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*^ how to make their pittance go further 
*' than it now does. When you lived with 
•* me you were famous for making us nice 
*^ cheap di(hes, and I dare fay you are not 
^* lefs notable now you manage for ybur- 
« felf/' 

*' Indeed, neighbours," faid Mrs* White, 
*' what the good doftor fays is very true* 
** A halfpenny worth of oatmeal, or groats, 
** with a leek or onion, out of your own 
** garden, which -cofts nothing, a bit of 
*' fait, and a little coarfe bread, will breaks 
** faft your whole family. It is a great 
*' miftake at any time to think a bit of meat 
*' is fo ruinous, and a great load of bread fo 
** cheap. A poor man gets feven or eight 
" (hillings a week ; if he is careful he 
*' brings it home. I dare not fay how 
*^ much of this goes for tea in the after- 
*' noon, now fugar and butter are fo dear, 
" becaufe I fliould have you all upon me i 
*' but I will fay, that too much of this little 
i* goes even for bread, from a miftaken no- 
** tion that it is the hardeft fare. This, at 

*^aU 
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^* allr times> biat particularly juft now, is 
*^ bad maxiagement. Dry pea*, to be fure, 
*^ have bee^k very dear lately ; but now 
** they are plenty- enough, t am certain 
*' then, that if afhiJJiag or two of the fevea 
*^ or ^ight was laid out for a bit of coarfe. 
** fe^efj ^ ibeep^s head, or any focb thing, 
*5itwauJd bQ well beftowed. I would 
** tbrow a couple of pound of tbi3 ioto thei 
*f pot, with two or three handfuls of grey 
" peas, an oniony and a Uttle pq>pcr. Then 
*< I would throw in cabbage, or tunup^ and 
** c^rro.t J or any garden (luff that was moft 
aplenty; let it ftew two ot three hours, 
^ and It will make.adkh fit for hi^ Majefty. 
** The working men ihould have thq 
^^ meat ; the children don't want it ; th^ 
*^. foup will he thick and fubftanti^, and 
•* requires no hread/^ 

Rise Milk. 

** Itoix who can get Ifcim-milk, as aU our 

^* workmen can, have a great advanta^* 

* A quart of this, and a q^art^r of a pQUn4 

troL. V. T " of 
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** of the rice you have juft bought, a fitdc 
*'bit of all-fpice, and brown fugar, will 
" make a dainty and cheap difli." 

*' Blefs your heart !" muttered Amy 
Grumble, who looked as dh-ty as a cinder- 
wench, with her face and fingers all daubed 
with fnuff ; *' rice milk, indeed ! it is very 
** nice to be fure for thofe who can drds 
" it, but we have not a bit of coal ; rice is 
** of no ufe to us without firing ;" •• and 
•' yet,** faid the Doftor, ** I fee your tear 
** kettle boiling twice every day, as I pals 
*' by the poor-houfe, and frefli butter at 
•' thirteen-pence a pound on your fhelf." 
" O dear fir,** cried Amy, *' a few (Kcks 
" ferve to boil the tea-kettle." — ^^ And a 
" few more,** faid the Doftor, *' will boil 
*^ the rice milk, and give twice the nouriih- 
*' ment at a quarter of the expence.** 

Rice Pudding. 
" Pray, Sarah,** faid the Doftor, « how 
^* did you ufe to make that pudding my 
*' children were fo fond of? And I remem- 

"ber. 
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^.ber, when it \^as cold, we ufed to have it 
** in the parlour for fupperV* — " Nothing 
^^ more eafy/* faid Mrs. White: " I put 
^^ half a pound of rice, two quarts of ikimt 
**• milk, and two ounces of brown fugar." 
f*'Well," faid the Dodor, " and how many 
" will this dine ?'* — " Seven or eight, fir.*' 
*** ^Fery well, and what will it cbft?*' — 
^J-.'Wby, fir, it did not coft you fo much, 
.**-becaufe we baked it at home, and I ufed 
**jOfur own milk ; but it will not coft above 
•* feven-pence to thofe who pay for both. 
" HerCy too, bread is faved/* 

" Pray, Sarah, let ine put in a word,*' 
faid farmer White : ** I advife my men to 
*' raife each a large bed of parfnips. They 
<« are very nourifhing, and very profitable. 
** Sixpenny worth of feed, well fowed, and 
**^trx>d in, will produce more meals than 
^ four jEicks of potatoes ; and what is ma- 
** terial to you who have fo little ground, 
** it will Hot require more than an eighth 
** part of the ground which the four facks 
T 2 *' will 
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" will take. Providence having contrived 
*' by the very formation of thi& root thai it 
^^ fhall occupy but a very (mall fpace. Bat* 
^ nips are very good the fecond day warmed 
^^ in the fi7mg pan, and a little rafher of 
^^ pork, or bacon, will give them a nice 
« flavour/' 

Dr. Shepherd now fakl, ^' as a pioof of 
" the nourifliing quality of parfiiips, I wa^ 
*^ readmg in a hiftory book this very day, 
*' that the American Indians make a great 
*^ part of their bread of parinq>s, though 
^ Indian corn is fo &mous ; it wfll make i 
•* little variety too/* 

A Cheap Stew. 
« I remember,'' faid Mrs. White, « % 
'^ cheap diih) fo nice that it makea mj 
^' mouth water. I peel fome raw potatoes, 
*^ ilice them thin, put the flices into a deep 
" frying-pan, or pot, witli a little wateri^ an 
^ onion, and a bit of pepper. Hien I get 
<« a boue or two of a breaft of mutton, or 
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« a iittle ftrip of JWt pork, and put mdo It. 
** Cover it down clofe, keep in the ftcaw, 
«^ *ad te it ftew for ^ hour/' 

5*^ You really gee me an appetite, Mrs, 
^^ White, by your dainty receipt^," faid the 
IhfQax. '^ I am refolved to have this di(h 
^<at my own table. I could tell you an- 
^* dthcr very good difti, and ftill cheaper,*' 
miwffT!^ (he. " Gome, let us have it," 
cried tibte Doftor, " I fliatl write all down 
^f « foQn;a« I get home, and I wSJl favour 
.<< any body with a copy of thefe receipts 
*^.who will call at my houfe/*— ^« And I 

« will do more, fir,'' faid MfS. White, 
** :for I will put any of thefe women in the 

** way how to drefs it the firft time, if they 
>^ are at a lofs. But this is my difli : 
" Take two or three pickled •herrings, 

** put them into a ftone jar, fill tt up with 
•^* potatoes, and a little water, and let it bake 

** in.thc oven till it is done. I would give 

-«* one hint more,'* added flie j " I have 

'** t^en to ufe nothing but potatoe ftarqh ; 

<^ and though I fay it, that fhouid not fay 
T J " it. 
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^^ it, nobody's linen in a common way Ibokf ] 
^f better than ours/' 

The Doftor now faid, ** I am ferry for 
*' one hardfhip which many poor people ia- 
*' hour under, I mean the difficulty of get- 
" ting a little milk. 1 wifli all farmera* 
^* wives were as confiderate as you are, Mrs. 
** White. A little milk is a great comfort 
*' to the poor, efpecially when their children 
*• are fick ; and I have known it anfwer to 
** the feller as well as to the buyer, to keep 
** a cow or two on purpofe to fell it out by 
*' the quart, inftead of making butter and 
« cheefe." 

« Sir," faid farmer White, " Ibegleavt 
*' to fay a word to the men, if you pleafe, 
** for all your advice goes to the women* 
*' If you will drink lefs gin you may get 
*' more meat. If you abftain from the ale- 
*^ houfe, you may, many of you, get a little 
** one-way beer at home/* — " Aye, that 
¥ we can farmer," faid poor Tom the 
thatcher, who was now got well. ** Eafter 
" Monday for that— I fay no mote. • A 

** word 
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*** word to the wife/* The farmer fmiled, 

, -smd went on : " The number of public 

^* houfes in many a parifli brings on more 

• " hunger and rags than all the taxes in it, 

** heavy as they are. All the other evils 

" put together hardly make up the fum of 

^ ** that one. We are now raifing a frefli 

'^ fubfcription for you. This will be our 

". rule of giving. We will not give to fots, 

. ** gamblers, and fabbath-breakers. Thofc 

:** who do not fet their young children to 

, *^ work on week-days, and fend them to 

, " fchoolandchurch on Sundays, defervelittle 

•^favour. No man fhould keep a dog till 

** be has more food than his family wants. 

. *' If he feeds them at home, they rob his 

\y children ; if he ftarves them, they rob bis 

,.*' ndghbours. We have heard in a neigh- 

^ ** bouring city, that fome people carried 

-;^*.back the fubfcription loaves, becaufe they 

., •*' were too coarfe; but we hope better 

*^ things of ypu.'* Here Betty Plane begt- 

ged, with all humility, to put in a word. 

f Certainly,'' faid the Dodor, " we will 

.... T 4 . V li^^ 
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<< Uften to all modefl complaints^ ^d try to 

" redrcfs them.-'— *« Tou are pleared to lay, 

^* fir,*' faid fhe, " that we might find much 

*^ comfort from buying coarfe bits cf beefy 

^* And fo we might, but you do not know^ 

^' fir, that we could feldom get them, even 

f^ when we had the money, and times were 

"fo bad.*'—" Howfo, Betty?*'—" iSir, 

'^* when we go to butcher Jobbins, fdr a 

** bit of fhin, or any other lean piece, his 

*•* anfwer is, * Tou can't have it to-day* 

^* The cook at the great houfe has befpoke 

** it for gravy, or the Doftor's maid (beg- 

*' ging your pardon, fir,) has juft ordered 

«* it for foup.' Now, fir, if fiich kind 

'" gentlefolks were aware that this gravy 

'^^ and foup not only confume a great deal 

'** of meat, which, to be furc, thofe have a 

*' right to do who can pay for it ; but that 

" it takes away thofe coarfe pieces which 

*^ the poor Would buy, if they 'bought at 

'♦' all. For, indeed, the rich have beeii 

>' very kind, and 1 don't know what we 

f^lhould have done without them/' 

J !^Ithani» 
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^^ I thank you for the hint Betty," faid 

Ate Doftor, •^ and I affure you I will have 

*' no more gravy foup. My garden will 

'^ fupply me with foups that are both 

" wholefomer and better ; and I will an- 

■^ fwer for my lady at the great houfe, tbat 

*^ fhe will do the fame. I hope this will 

^* beconie a general rule, and then we ihall 

** cspeft that butchers will favour you in 

** the prices of the coarfe pieces, if we who 

** ure rich buy nothing but the prime. In 

^* our gifts we fliall prefer, as the farmer has 

** told you, thofe who keep fteadily to their 

♦* work. Such as come to the veftry for a 

. ♦* loaf, and do not come to church for the 

** fermon, we fhall mark ; and prefer thofe 

** who come qonftantly whether there are 

^' any gifts or not. But there is one rule 

^* from which we never will depart. Thofe 

" who have been feen aiding, or abetting 

^' any riot, any attack on butchers, bakers, 

. ** wheat-mows, mills, or millers, we will 

^' not relieve ; but with the quiet, content- 

^^ ed, hardrworking man, I will fhare my 

« laft 
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** laft morfel of bread. I (hall only add, 
'^ though it has picafed God to fend us this 
*' vifitation as a punifhment, yet we may 
** convert this (hort trial into a lading blet 
.** fing, if we all turn over a new leaf. 
•* Profperity had made mod of us carelefs. 
*< The thoughtlefs profufion of fome of the 
" rich could only be exceeded by the idle- 
*• nefs and bad management of fome of 
^« the poor. Let us now at laft adopt that 
** good old maxim, every .one mend one* 
" And may God add his blcfling !'* 

The people now chearfuUy departed with 
their rice, refolving, as many of them as 
could get milk, to put one of Mrs. White's 
receipts in pra(3:ice, and an excellent fup- 
per they had. 
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BEING THE SECOND PART OF THE 



Hester Wilmot was born in the parifli 
of Wellon, of patents who maintained 
themfelveG by their labour ; they were both 
of them ungodly, it is no wonder therefore 
they were unhappy. They lived badly to- 
gether, and how could they do otherwife? 
for their tempers were very different, and 

♦ jgcc the preceding volume. 
r they 
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they had no religion to fmooth down this 
difference, or to teach them that they ought 
to bear with each others faults, Rebecca 
Wihnot was a proof that people may have 
fome right qualities, and yet be but bad 
charafters, and utterly deftitute of reUgion. 
She was clean, notable, and induftrious. 
Now I know forae folks fancy that ibe poor 
who have thefc qualities need have no other, 
but this is a fad millake, as I am fure every 
page in the Bible would fhew ; and it is a 
pity people do not confult it oftener. They 
direft their plowing and fowing by the in- 
formation of the Almanack, why will they 
not confult the Bible for th^ direfUon of 
- their hearts and lives ? Rebecca was of a 
^violent, ungovernable temper; and that 
very neatnefs which is in itfelf fo pleaiing, 
in her became a fin, for her afieftion to her 
hufband and children was quite loft in an 
over-anxious defire to have her houfe rec 
koned the niceft in the parifii. Rebecca 
was alfo a proof that a poor woman may- 
be as vain as a rich one, for ic was not fo 

i|iuch 
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much the comfort of neatnefs, as the praife 
of neatnefs, which Ihe coveted. A fpot on 
her hearth, or a bit of ruH on a brafs candle^ 
ftick, would throw her into a violent paflion. 
Now it is very right to keep the hearth 
clean and the candleflick bright, but it i$ 
very wrong fo to fet one's affeftions on a 
hearth, or a candleflick, as to make one's 
felf unhappy if any trifling accident happens 
to them i and if Rebecca had been as care- 
ful to keep her heart without fpot, or her 
life without blemifli, as fhe was to keep her 
fire-irons free from either, fhe would have 
been held up in this hiflory, not as a warn- 
ing, but a pattern, and in that cafe her nicety 
would have come in for a part of the praife. 
It was no fault in Rebecca, but a merit, that 
her oak table was fo bright you could al- 
moft fee to put your cap on in it ; but it 
was no merit but a fault, that when John, 
her hufband, laid down his cup of beer up- 
on it fo as to leave a mark, fhe would flj 
out into fo terrible a pafBon that all the 
children were forced to. run to corners j 

now 
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now poor John having no corner to run to, 
ran to the ale-houfe, till that which was at 
firfl; a refuge too foon became a pleafure. 

Rebecca never wrfhed her children to 
learn to read, becaufe (he faid it would only 
ferve to make them lazy, and fhe herfelf 
had done very well without it. She would 
keep poor Hefter from church to ftone the 
fpace under the chairs in fine patterns and 
flowers. I don't pretend to fay there 
was any harm in this little decoration, it 
looks pretty enough, and it is better to let 
the children do that than do nothing. But 
ftill thefe are not things to fet one's heart 
upon; and befides Rebecca only did it as a 
trap for praife ; for fhe was fulky and difap- 
pointed if any ladies happened to call in and 
did not feem delighted with the flowers 
which fhe ufed to draw with a burnt flick 
on the white wafli of the chimney corners. 
Befides, all this finery was often done on a 
Sunday, and there is a great deal of harm 
in doing right things at a wrong time, or 
in wafting much time on things which are 

of 
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cf no real ufe, or in doing any thing at all 
ont of vanity. Now I beg that no kizy 
fliattem of a wife will go and take any com- 
fort in her dirt from what is here faid againft 
Rebecca's nicety; for I believe, that for 
one who makes her hufband unhappy 
through neatnefs, twenty do fo by dirt and 
iazinefs. All exceflfes are wrong, but the 
cxcefs of a good quality is not fo common 
as the excefs of a bad one ; and not being 
fo obvious, perhaps, for that very reafon 
requires more animadverfion. 

John Wilmot was not an ill-natured man, 
but he had no fixed principle. Inftead of 
letting himfelf to cure his wife's faults by 
mild reproof and a good example, he was 
driven by them into ftill greater faults him- 
felf. It is a common cafe with people who 
have no religion when any crofs accident 
befals them, inftead of trying to make the 
beft of a bad matter, inftead of confidering 
their trouble as a trial fent from God to 
purify them, or inftead of confidering the 
faults of others as a punifliment for their 

own 
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own fins, inftead of this I fay, what do thef 
do but either fmk down at once into de^ 
fpair, or elfe run for comfort into &A 
courles. Drinking is the common remedy 
for forrow, if that can be called a remedy, 
the end of which is to deflroy foul and 
body. John now began to fpend all hi» 
leifure hours at the Bell. He ufed to he; 
fond of his children ; but when he could not 
come home in quiet and play with the little 
ones, while his wife dreifed him a bit of hot 
fupper, he grew in time not to come hom0 
at all. He who has once taken to drink 
can feldom be faid to be guilty of one fin 
only ; John's heart became hardened. IE» 
aflfeftion for his family was loft in felf-in-' 
dulgence. Patience and fubmiflion, on the 
part of his wife, might have won much upon 
a man of John's temper, but inftead of try- 
ing to reclaim hifai, his wife feemed rather to 
delight in putting him as much in the wrong 
as fhe could> that fhe might be juftified in 
^er conftant abufe of him. I doubt whether 
fhe would have been as much pleafed with 

his 
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his reformation as fhe was with always 
talking of his faults, though I know it was 
the opinion of the neighbours, that if fhe 
had taken as much pains to reform her huf- 
band by reforming her own temper, as (he 
did to abufe him and expofe him, her en- 
deavours might have been bleffed with fuc- 
ceft. Good chriftians, who are trying to* 
fubdue their own faults, can hardly believe 
that the ungodly have a fort of favage fatis- 
feaion in trying, by indulgence of their own 
evil tempers^ to leffen the happinefs of thofe 
with whom they have to do. Need we look 
any fewther for a proof of our own corrupt 
nature, when we fee mankind delight in fins 
which have neither the temptation of profit 
or the allurement of pleafure, fuch a§ 
plaguing, vexing, or abufing each other, 

Hefter was the eldeft of their five child- 
ren ; (he was a Iharp fenfible girl, but at 
fourteen years old (he could not tell a let- 
ter, nor had fhe ever been taught to bow 
her knee to Him who made her ; for John's, 
or rather Rebecca's hoofe, had feldom the 

VOL.* V, u name 
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name of Qod pronovmced in it, except to 
be blafphem^d. 

It was juil about this time, i£ I miftake 
not, that Mrs. Jon^s fet up her Sunday 
School, of which Mrs. Betty Crew, was ap- 
pointed miftrefs, as wa,s related in the laft 
volume. Mrs. Jones finding th^t none of 
the Wilmpts were fent to fchool, took a 
walk to Rebecca's houfe^ and civiity toI4 
her ihe called to let her know that ai {chool 
was opened, to which (he defired her to 
fend her children on the Sunday fdlowiiig^ 
efpecially her eldeft daughter Heftff.-f 
" Well/' faid Rebecca, ^« and w^al twU 
" you give her if I do?"^" Give her!" 
replied Mrs. Jones, " that is rather ?. rndjc 
" queftion, and aiked in a rUde msmiiw: 
" however, as a foft anfwer turneth awigr 
** wrath, I affure you that I will give her 
" the beft of learning ; I will teach her to 
'^fear God and keep his commandments.^'^ 
*^ I would rather you would teach her to 
•' fear me, and to keep my boufe clean," 
faid this wicked womaxu ^^ She (han't 

" come, 
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^^cotoe, however, tinlefs ybu will pay her 
"for it/'— « Piy her for it!*' faid the 
lady, *' tnil it not be reward enough that 
** Ihe will be taught to read the word of 
•« God without any expence to you ? Fot 
*^ though many gifts both of books and 
^* clothing will be given the children, yet 
<« you are not to confider thefe gifts fo 
" much in the light of payment as an ex- 
*' preffion of good-will in your bi»efa£l:ors." 
^ I fey/' interrupted Rebecca, « that Hef- 
*« ter (han't go to fchooL Religion is of 
«* no ttfe that I know of but to make people 
^* hate their own fleih and blood j and I 
'• fee no good in learning but to make folks 
^ proud, and b^y, and dirty. I cannot 
« tell a letter myfelf, and, though I fay 
»• it, that (hoald not fay it, there is not a 
« notablerwomanintheparifh."— " Pray," 
taid Mrs* Jones mildly, '* do you think 
^ that young people will difobey their pa- 
*^ rents the more for being taught to fear 
« God ?"--« I don't think mf thing abotft 
V 2 " it." 
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'* laft morfel of bread. I ihall only add, 
*^ though it has plcafed God to fend us this 
*' vifitation as a punifhment, yet we may 
** convert this Ihort trial into a lading blcfc 
.** fing, if we all turn over a new leaf. 
•' Profperity had made mod of us carelefe. 
** The thoughtlefs profufion of fome of the 
*' rich could only be exceeded by the idle- 
*'* nefs and bad management of fome of 
^' the poor. Let us now at laft adopt that 
** good old maxim, every ..one mend one. 
" And may God add his blcffing !*' 

The people now chearfuUy departed with 
their rice, refolving, as many of them as 
could get milk, to put one of Mrs. White's 
receipts in pra(3:ice, and an excellent fup- 
per they had. 
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^f as to all the reft they are no reafons at all, 
*' for the irons need not be fcoured fo often, 
" and the rfg^ fhould be ironed, and the 
" potatoes dug, and the water fetched on 
" the Saturday ; and I can tell you that 
*• neither your minifter here, nor your judge 
•* hereafter, will accept of any fuch ex- 
« cufes.*' 

. All this while Hefter ftaid behind, pale 
and trembling, left her unkind mother 
fbould carry her point. She looked up at 
Mrs. Jones with fo much love and gratitude 
as to win her affeftion, and this good lady 
went on trying to foften this harlh mother. 
At laft Rebecca condefcended to fay, 
" Well, I don't know but I may let her 
** come now and then when I can fpare her, 
*' provided I find you make it worth her 
'* while.'* All this time fhe had never 
a(ked Mrs. Jones to fit down, nor had once 
bid her young children be quiet, thou^ 
they were crying and fqualling the whole 
time. Rebecca fancied this rudenefs was 
fhe only way fhe had of fhewing fhe thought 
u 3 h^rfelf 
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they had no religion to fmooth down this 
difference, or to teach them that they ought 
to bear with each others faults. Rebecca 
Wiltnot was a proof that people may have 
fome right qualities, and yet be but bad 
charafters, and utterly deftitute of religion. 
She was clean, notable, and induftrious. 
Now I know fome folks fancy tliat the poor 
who have thefc qualities need have no other^ 
but this is a fad mlflake, as I am fure every 
page in the Bible would fhew ; and it is a 
pity people do not confult it oftener. They 
direfl: their plowing and fowing by the in- 
formation of the Almanack, why will they 
not confult the Bible for th^ diredion of 
- their hearts and lives ? Rebecca was of a 
violent, ungovernable temper; and that 
very neatnefs which is in itfelf fo pleafing, 
in her became a fin, for her afTeftion to her 
hufband and children was quite lofl in an 
over-anxious defire to have her houfe rec- 
koned the nicefl in the parifli. Rebecca 
was alfo a proof that a poor woman may 
be as vain as a rich one, for it was not fo 

i|iucb 
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much the comfort of neatnefs, a« the praife 
of neatnefs, which fhe coveted* A fpot on 
her hearth, or a bit of ruff on a brafs candlcr 
ftick, would throw her into a vioknt pafEon. 
Now it is very right to keep the hearth 
clean and the candleftick bright, but it i§ 
very wrong fo to fet one's afFedions on z 
hearth, or a candleftick, as to make one's 
felf unhappy if any trifling accident happens 
to them i and if Rebecca had been as care- 
ful to keep her heart without fpot, or her 
Kfe without blemifli, as fhe was to keep her 
fire-irons free from either, fhe would have 
beein held up in this hiftory, not as a warn- 
ing, but a pattern, and in that cafe her nicety 
would have come in for a part of the praife. 
It. was no fault in Rebecca, b]ut a merit, that 
her oak table was fo bright you could al- 
moft fee to put your cap on in it ; but it 
was no merit but a fault, that when John, 
her hufband, laid down his cup of beer up- 
on it fo as to leave a mark, fhe would fly- 
out into fo terrible a pafGon that all the 
children were forqed to, run to corners j 

now 
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the grace of God bleffed her labours, flic 
(hould but labour in vain. 

Hefter Wilmot never failed to attend the 
fchool, whenever her perverfe mother Would 
give her leave, and her delight in learning 
\(ras fo great, that ihe v^ould vrork early and 
late to gain a little time for hey book. A« 
flie had a quick capacity, (he learned foon 
to fpell and read, and Mrs. Crew obferving 
her diligence, ufed to lend her a book to 
cairry home, that (he might pick up a little 
at odd times. It would be well if teachers 
would make this diltinclion. To give, ox 
lend books to thofe who take no delight ih 
them is an ufelefs expence ; while it is kind 
and right to affift well-difpofed young people 
with every help of this fort. Thofe who 
love books feldom hurt them,while the floth- 
ful, who hate learning, will wear out a book 
more in a week than the diligent will do in 
a year. Htfter's way was to read over one 
queftion in her catechifm, or one verfe in 
her hymn-book, by fire-light before fhe 
went to-bed; this fhe thought over in' 

the 
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the night J and when fhe was dreffing 
herfelf in the morning fhe was glad to find 
Ihe always knew a little more than fhe had 
done the morning before. It is not to be 
believed how much thofe people will be 
found to b^ye gained at the end of the 
year^ who are accuftomed to work.yp all 
the little odd ends and remnants of leifure ;. 
who value time even . more than money ; 
and who are conyinced that minutes are no 
more to be wafted than pence. Nay, he 
who finds he has wafted a fhilling may by 
diligence hppe to fetch it up again ; but no 
repentance, or induftry, can ever bring 
back one wafted hour. My good young 
reader, if ever j^^w- are tempted to wafte an 
hour, g9 and aik a dying man what he 
would give for that hour which you are 
throwing away, and according as he an- 
fwers, fo do you aft. 

As her mother hated the fight of a book, 
Hefter was forced to learn out of fight : it 
was no difobedience to do this, as long as 
(he wafted no part of that time which it was 

her 
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her duty to fpend in Ufefiil hh6Mt. Sht 
would have thought it a fiii th have tefc 
her work for her book ; but fee did Hal 
think it wrongs to fteal time froin her fleepi 
and to be learning an hour before the ttft 
of the family were awake. Heftef WdtfM 
not negleft the wafliing-tub, or the fpinnhig;* 
wheel, even to get on with her c^tethifih'} 
fcutfhe thought it fair to think orer hef 
queftions, while fhe was waflring ahd fpift- 
ning. In -a few months {he was able to 
read fluently in St. John's gofpel, which ft 
the eafieft. But' Mrs. Crew did not tl&^ 
it enough that her children could read a 
chapter, Ihe would make them uiidcfrftartrf 
it alfo. It is m a good degtee owlftg to tfB 
want of feligious knowledge in ttechetfsf,- 
fhat there is* fo litrle reKgtorl hi thd ir6t!id. 
Unlefs" the Bible is laid open to the trti^et* 
Handing, children may read from OeneB^ 
to the Revelation, without atiy other kn- 
prdvement than barely learning how t&ptt^ 
nounce the words. Mrs. Crew found tliett 
was but one way to compel tfteh* attentioft ; 

this 



OF HESTER. WH.MOT. 299 

diis was by obligiing them to return back 
;igain to her the fenfe of what (he had read 
to them, and this they might do in their 
own words, if they could not remember the 
words, of fcripture. Thofe who had weak 
capacities would, to be fure, do this but 
very hnpcrfeftly ; but even the weakeft, if 
they were willing, would retain fomething. 
3bc fo mahagedi that faying the Catechifm 
vas not merely an ad of the memory^ but 
pf the underftanding ; for (he had obferved 
formerly, that tbofe who had learned the 
Catecbifin in the common formal way, 
when they were children, had never under- 
ftood it when they became men and women, 
and it remained in the memory without 
bariiig made any imprefSon on the mind. 
Thus this fine fummary of the chriftian re- 
ligion is confidered as little more than a 
form of words, the being able to repeat 
whicb is a qualification for being confirmed 
by the bi^u^p, inftead of being confidered as 
really containmg thofe grounds of chriftian 

faith 
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feith and praftice, by which they are to be 
confirmed chriftians. 

Mrs. Crew ufed to fay to Mrs. Jones, 
Thofe who teach the poor muft indeed give 
line upon line, precept upon precept^ here 
a little and there a little, as they can receive 
it. So that teaching muft be a great griev- 
ance to thofe who do not really make 
it a hbour of love. Ifee fo much levity, 
obftinacy, and ignoraipice, that it keeps my 
own forbearance in continual exerdfe, 
infomuch, that I truft that I am g^iing 
good myfelf while I am doing good, to 
others. No one, madam, can know till 
they try, that after they have afked ia poor 
untaught child the fame queftion nineteen 
times, they muft not lofe their temper, but 
go on and afk it the twentieth. Now and 
then, when I am tempted to be impatient, 
I correft myfelf, by thinking over that ac- 
tive proof which our bleffed Saviour re- 
quires of our love to him when he fays. 
Feed my lambs. 

Hefter 
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Hefter Wilmot had never been bred to 
go to church, for her father and mother 
had never thought of going themfelves, 
unlefs at a chriftening in their own family, 
or at a funeral of their neighbours, both 
of which they confidered merely as oppor- 
tunities for good eating and drinking, and 
not as offices of religion. 

As poor Hefter had no comfort at home, 
it was the lefs wonder flie delighted in her 
fchool, her Bible, and her church ; for fo 
great is God's goodnefs, that he is pleafed 
to make religion a peculiar comfort to thofe 
who have no other comfort. The God 
whofe name (he had feldom heard but when 
it. was taken in vain, was now revealed to 
her as a God of infinite power, juftice, 
and holinefs. What flie read in her 
Bible, and what flie felt in her own heart, 
convinced her flie was a finner ; and her 
catechifm faid the feme. She was much 
diftrefled one day on thinking over this 
promife which flie hlad juft made. Cm anfwer 
to the queftion which fell to her lot,) Tq 
renmnce the devil and all his works, the pomps 

and 
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and vanities of this wicked worlds and all the 
Jinful lufts of the pjh. I fay fhe was diftreflfed 
on finding that thefe were not merely cer- 
tain words which (he was bound to repeat^ 
but certain conditions which flie was bound 
to perform. She was fadly puzzled to know 
how this was to be done, till (be met with 
thefe words in her Bible : My grace isfi^ 
aenifor thee. But ftill (he was at a lofs to 
know how this grace was to be obtained. 
Happily Mr. Simpfon preached on the next 
Sunday from this text, AJk and ye Jha& 
have^ &c« In this fermon was expbuned 
to her the nature, the duty, and the efficacy 
of prayer. After this (he opened her heart to 
Mrs. Crew, who taught her the great doc* 
trines of Scripture, in a ferious, but [data 
way. Hefter's own heart led her to aflent 
to that humbling doftrine of the catechifm^ 
that We are by nature born inftn ; and truly 
glad was (he to be relieved by hearing of 
That fpiritual grace by which we have a new 
birth unto righteoufnefs. Thus her mind 
was no fooner humbled by one part, than k 
•gained comfort from another. On the 

other 
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fiih^T hand, whfle fee w^s rejoicing in s 
Hve:ly hope in Qod's mercy through Chryfi^ 
her miftrefs put her in mind that that was 
tbe. o*ly ftrw repentance, by which we for- 
Jakfjn^ Tbu$ the catechifm, explained by 
a pious tea^hcr> ^v^s found to contain aU 
th^i articles ifftl^ cirijiian faith* 

Mrs, Jone3 greatly difapproved the prac- 
tice of turning away the fcholars bccaufc 
they were grown up. Young people, faid 
jhe, want to be warned at fixteen more thaa 
l^y did at fix, and they are. commonly 
turned adiift at the very age whea they 
want mod: inftruftion ; when dangers and 
t^wptations moil befet them. They aw 
expofed to more evil by the leifiire of a 
$i^nday ev^lng than by the bufineis of a 
whote week: but then religion muft be 
Witdei plea&itf^ and inArudion mud be 
canried on in a kiiid, and agreeable, and 
famMiair way.. If they omce diflike the 
teacher they will foon get to diflike what is 
taught,, ft), tliat a mafter or roiftrefe is m 
mea&ire anfwerable' for the &ture 
7 piety 
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piety of young perfons, inafmuch as that 
piety depends on their manner of making 
reKgion pleafant as well as profitable. 

To attend Mrs. Jones's evening inftnic- 
tions was foon thought not a tafk but a 
holiday. In a few months it was reckoned 
a difadvantage to the charafler of any 
young perfon in the parifh to know they 
did not attend the evening fchobL At firft, 
indeed, many of them came only with a 
view to learn mufementj but, by the 
bleffing of God, they grew fond of inftruc- 
tion, and fome of them became truly pious* 
Mrs. Jones fpoke to them one Sunday eve- 
ning as follows : — ** My dear young wo- 
** men, I rejoice at your improvement ; but 
*' I rejoice with trembling. I have known 
*' young people fet out well, who afterwards 
" fell off. The heart is deceitful. Many 
*' like religious knowledge, who d6 not 
" like the ftriftnefs of a religious life. I 
" mufl therefore watch whether thofe who 
** are diligent at church and fchool, are dili- 
" gent in their dally walk. Whether thofe 

*' who 
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^'f who fay they believe in God, really obey\ 
•' him. Whether they who profefs to love 
^' Chrift keep his commandments. Thofe 
^' who hear themfelves commended for 
^' early piety, may learn to reft fatisfied 
•* with the ptaife of manw People may get 
^^ a knack at religious phrafes without being 
*^ religious ; they may even get to frequent 
^* places of worfhip as an amufement, in 
•* order to meet their friends, and may 
•* learn to delight in a fort oi fpiritual gof^ 
^^Jipj while religion has no power in their 
** hearts. But I hope better things of you, 
** and things that accompany falvation, 
" though I thus fpeak/* 

What became of Heftet Wilmot, with 
feme account of Mrs. Jones's May-day 
feaft for her fchool, my readers fhall be 
told next month. 



VOL. V. 
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PART II. 

The New Gown. 

Hester Wilmot, lam forry to obfenFC, 
had been by nature peeviib, and lazy ; flic 
ivould, when a child, now and then l]j|ght 
'her work, and when her mother -xlFas veiy 
unreafonable Ihe was too apt to return ber 
^ fancy anfwer ; but when fhe beGame ac- 
quainted with her own heart, and with the 
Jcriptures, thefe evil tempers were, in agood 
-meafure, fubdued, for fhe now ieanit «o 
imitate, not her violent mother, rbbt Im 
who was meek and lowly ^ When fhe was 
fcolded for doing ill, fhe prayed for grace 
to do better ; and the only anfwer fiie made 
to her mother's charge, " that religioii 
^^ only ferved to make people lazy," was 
to flrive to do twice as much work, in or- 
der to prove that it really made them dili- 
gent. The only thing in which (he ven- 
tured to difobey her mother was, that when 
fhe ordered her to do week-days' work on 

a Sun- 
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a Sunday, Hefter cried, and faid, flie did 
not dare to difobey God ; but to fhow 
that (he did not wifh to fave her own labour, 
(he would do a double portion of work on 
the Saturday night, and rife two hours ear- 
lier on the Monday morning. 

Once, when (he had worked very hard, 
her mother told her fhe would treat her 
Vfhh a holiday the following Sabbath, and 
take her a fine walk to eat cakes and drink 
ale at Wefton fair, which, though it was 
profeffed to be kept on the Monday, yet, 
to the difgrace of the village, always began 
on the Sunday evening *. Rebecca, who 
would on no account have wafted the Mon* 
day, which was a working day, in idlenefs 

* This pra6tice is too oommon. Thofe fairs which 
frofefs to be kept on Monday, commonly begin on 
the Sunday. It is much to be wifhed that magiftratet 
would put a ftop to it, as Mr. Simpfon did at Weftoo^ 
at the requeft of Mrs. Jones, There is another great 
evil worth the notice of juilices. In many vihages, 
daririg the fair, ale is fold at private houfes, which 
have no licence, to the great injury of fobriety and 
^good morals. 

X 2 and 



3o8 THE HISTORY ' 

and pleafure, thought fhe had a vefy good 
right to enjoy herfelf at the fair on the Sun- 
day evening, as well as to take her children- 
Hefter earneftly begged to be left at home^ 
and her mother in a rage went without her. 
A wet walk, and more ale than flie was ufed 
to drink, gave Rebecca a dangerous fever. 
During this illnefs, Hefter, who would not 
follow her to a fcene of diffolute mirth, at- 
tended her night and day, and denied her- 
felf neceffaries that her fick mother might 
have comforts : and though fhe fecretly 
prayed to God that this ficknefs might 
change her mother's heart, yet fhe never 
once reproached her, or put her in mind, 
that it was caught by indulging in a finful 
pleafure. 

Another Sunday night her father told 
Hefter, he thought fhe had now been at 
fchool long enough for him to have a little 
good of her learning, fo he defired fhe 
would ftay at home and read to him. Hef- 
ter cheerfully ran and fetched her Tefta- 
ment. But John fell a laughing, called 

her 
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her a fool, and faid, it would be time 
enough to read the Teflament to him when 
he was going to die, but at prefent he muft 
have fomething merry. So faying, he 
gave her a fong-book which he had picked 
up at the Bell. Hefter having caft her 
eyes over it, r^fufed to read it, faying 
Ihei.did not dare offend God by; reading ^ 
what would hurt her own foul, John called 
h^r a canting hypocrite, and faid, he would 
put the Teftameat into the fire, for that 
there was not a more merry girl than flie 
was before flie became religious. Her mo- 
ther for once took her part, not becaufe 
£he thought her daughter in the right, but 
becaufe fhe was glad of any pretence to 
jQkew her hufband was in the wrong ; though 
ihe herfelf would have abufed Hefter -for 
the fame thing if John had taken her part. 
John, with a fhocking oath, abiifed them 
both, and went off in a violent pafiion. 
liefter, inftead of faying one undutiful 
word againfl: her father, took up a Pfalter 
in order to teach her little fifters j but Re- 
becca v/as fo provoked at her for not join- 
X 3. ing 
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ing her m her abufe of her hufband, that 
flie changed her humour, faid John wak in 
the right, and Hefter a perverfe hypocrite, 
who only made religion a pretence for 
being undutiful to her parents, Hefter 
bore all in filence, and committed her caufe 
to him who judgeth righieoti/ly. It would 
have been a great comfort to her if {he bad 
dared to go to Mrs. Crew, and to have 
joined in the religious exercifes of the even^ 
ing at fchool. But her mother refiifedto 
let her, faying, it would only harden' her 
heart in mifchief. Hefter faid not a word, 
but after having put the little ones to bed, 
and heard them fay their prayers out of 
fight, flie went and fat down in her own 
little loft, and faid to herfelf, it would be 
pleafant to me to have taught my little fit 
ters to read, I thought it was my duty, for 
David has faid. Come ye children^ hearken 
unto me^ I will teach you the fear the Lord^ 
It would have been ftill more pleafant to 
have paffed the evening at fchool, becauf^ 
I am ftill ignorant, and fitter to learn than 
to teach j but I cannot do either without 

flying 
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Ajirkgin the face of my mother j God fees^ 
fit to-night to change my pleafant duties^ 
into a painful trial. I give up my. willj^ 
and I fubmit to the will of my father ; but 
when he ordiers me to commit a known finy 
then I dare:not do it, becaufe, in fo doing,, L 
muft difobey my father which is in heaven*^ 

Now it fo fell out, that this difpiite bap-r 
p6ned>on'the very Sunday next before Mrs. 
Jones's yearly feaft. On May-day all the^ 
ichooL attended her to church, each in ^ 
ftuflFgown of their own earnings and a caft 
and white apron of her giving. Afte? 
church there was an examination maida into 
the learning and behaviour of therfchplars ; 
tfaofe who were moft perfect in their chap* 
ters, and who brought the b^ft charft^lef 
fbrinduftry, humility, and fobriety, .received 
a Bible, or fome other good book. 

Now Hefter had been a whole year 
hoarding up her little favings, in order to 
be ready with a new gown on the May^ 
day -feaft. She had never got lefs than 
two (hillings a-week by her fpinniijg,^ bc- 
fides working for the family, a^d.estf^ing a 
X 4 trifle 
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trifle by odd jobs. This money (he faith-. 
fully carried to her mother every Saturday 
night, keeping back, by confent, only two- 
pence a- week towards the gown. The fum 
was complete, the pattern had long been 
fettled, and Hefter had only on the Mon* 
day morning to go to the fhop, pay her 
money, and bring home her gown to be 
made. Her mother happened to go out 
that morning early to iron in a gentleman's 
femily, where (he ufually ftaid a day or two, 
and Hefter was bufy putting the houfe in 
order before (he went to the fhop. 

On that very Monday there was to be a 
meeting at the Bell of all the idle fellows 
in the parifli, John Wilmot of courfe was to 
be there. Indeed he had accepted a chal-? 
lenge of the blackfmith to a batch at all-? 
fours. The blackfmith was flufli of money, 
John thought himfelf the beft player ; and 
that he might make fure of winning, he 
refolved to keep himfelf fober, which he 
knew was more than the other would do* 
John was fo ufed to go upon tick for ale, 
that he got to the door of the Bell before 

fee 
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he recollefted that he could not keep his 
word with the gambler without money, 
and he had net a penny in his pocket, fo 
he fuUenly turned homewards. He dared 
not apply to his wife, as he knew he fliould 
be more likely to get a fcratched face than 
a fix-pence from her ; but he knew that 
Hefter had received two (hillings for her 
laft week's fpinning on Saturday, and per- 
haps {he might not yet have given it to her 
mother. Of the hoarded fum he knew 
nothing. He afked her if fhe could lend 
him half-a-crown, and he would pay her 
next day. Hefter, pleafed to fee him in 
good-humour, after what had paffed the 
night before, ran up and fetched down her 
little box, and in the joy of her heart that 
he now defired fomething (he could comply 
with, without wounding her confcience, 
cheerfully poured out her whole little ftock 
upon the table. John was in raptures at 
the fight of three half-crowns and a fix- 
pence, • and eagerly feized it, box and all, 
together with a few hoarded halfpence at 
the bottom, though he had only alked to 

borrow 
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borrow halta-crown. None but one- 
whofe heart was hardened by a long/conyfe. 
of drunkennefs could have taken, away thc 
whole, and for fuch a purpofe. He toldi 
her fhe (hould certainly have it again next- 
morning, and, indeed, intended topay^it^. 
not doubting but he (hould double the fum, . 
But John over-rated. his own fkiII,.or lucb^ 
for he loft every farthing to the blackfmith,. 
and fneaked home before midnight, and! 
quietly walked up to-bed. He wa!s quite: 
fober, which Hefter thought a good fign*. 
Next morning ftie afked him, in a very? 
humble way, for the money, which flic faid: 
file would not have done, but that if the 
gown was not bought direftly it would net- 
be ready in time for the feaft. John's 
confcience had troubled him a little for 
what he had done, for when he was not 
drunk he was not ill-natured, and he ftam- 
mered out a broken excufe, but owned he 
had loft the money, and had not a farthing 
left. The moment Hefter faw him mild 
and kind, her heart was foftened, and flie 
begged him not to vex ; adding, that flie 
10 would 
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would be contented never to have a ne^r 
gown as long as fhe lived, if fhe could have 
the comfort of always feeing him come 
home as fober as he was laft night. For 
Hefter did not know that he had refrained 
from getting drunk, only that he might 
gamble with a better chance of fuccefs, and 
that when a gamefter keeps himfelf fober, 
it is not that he may praftife a virtue, but 
that he may commit a worfe crime. " I 
** am indeed forry for what I have done,*' 
faid he ; ** you cannot go to the feaft, and 
<« what will Madam Jones fay ?" — " Yes, 
<« but I can," faid Hefter, « for God looks 
♦* not at the gown, but at the heart, and I 
*^ am fure he fees mine full of gratitude at 
^* hearing you talk fo kindly ; and if I 
^* thought my dear father would change his 
•* prefent evil courfes, I (hould be the hap- 
^* pieft girl at the feaft to-morrow.*' John 
walked away mournfully, and faid to him- 
felf, furely there muft be fomething in re- 
ligion, fince it can thus change the heart. 
Hefter was once a pert girl, and now (lie is 
9S mild as a lamb. She was once an indolent 

g»rl. 
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girl, and now (lie is up with the lark. She 
was a vain girl, and would do any thing for 
a new ribbon ; and now (he is contented to 
go in rags to a fcafl at which every one elfe 
will have a new gown. She deprived her- 
felf of her gown to give me the money; 
and yet this very girl, fo dutiful in fome 
things, would fubmit to be turned out of 
doors, rather than read a loofe book at my 
command, or break the Sabbath. I do not 
underftand this ; there muft be fome myfr. 
tery in it. All this he faid as he was going 
to work. In the evening he did not go to 
the Bell : whether it w^as owing to his new 
thoughrs, or to his not having a penny in 
his pockeL, I will not take upon me pofi-. 
rively to fay, but I believe it was a little of 
one, and a little of the other, 

As the pattern of the intended gown had 
long been fettled in the family, and as Hef-. 
ter had the money by her, it was looked on 
as good as bought, fo thcU fhe was trufted 
to get it brought home, and made in her 
piother^s abfence. Indeed, fo Httle did Re- 
\>ccc2L care about the fchool, that (he would 

not 
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hot have cared any thing about the gown, 
if her vanity had not m'ade her wifh that her 
daughter (hould be the beft dreft of any girl 
at the feafl-. Being from home, as was faid 
before, (he knew nothing of the difappoint- 
ment. On May-day morning, Hefter, in- 
ftead of keeping from the feaft, becaufe flie 
had not a new gown, or meanly inventing 
any excufe for wearing an old one, drefled 
herfelf out as neatly as fhe could in her poor 
old things, and went to join the fchooi in 
order to go to church. Whether Hefter 
had formerly indulged a little pride of heart, 
and talked of this gown rather too much, 
r am not quite fure ; certain it is, there was 
a great hue and cry made at feeing Hefter 
Wilmot, the neateft girl, the moft induftri- 
ous girl in the fchooi, come to the May-day 
feaft in an old fluff gown, when every other 
girl was fo creditably dreft. Indeed, I am 
forry to fay, there were two or three much 
too fniart for their ftation, and who had 
dizened themfelves out in very improper 
finery, which Mrs. Jones made them take 

off 
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off before her. " I mean this feaft,'* faid 
file, " as a reward of induft'ry and piety, 
*' and not as a trial of fldll who can be 
*' fineft, and outvie the reft in (ho .v. If I 
*' do not take care, my feaft will become an 
*' encouragement, not to virtue, but to 
** vanity. I am fo great a friend to dc^rency 
*^ of apparel, that I even like to fee you 
*' deny your appetites, that you may be 
•* able to come decently dreffed to the 
*' houfe of God. To encourage you to do 
*' this, I like to fet apart this one day of 
*' innpcent pleafure, againft which you 
*' may be preparing all the year, by laying 
*^ afide fomething every week towards buy* 
*' ing a gown out of your little favings. 
** But, let me tell you, that meeknefs and 
*^ an humble fpirit is of more value in the 
*^ fight of God and good men, than the 
** gayeft cotton gown, or the brighteft pink 
** ribbon in the parifli.** 

Mrs. Jones, for all this, was as much 
furprifed as the reft at Hefter's mean garb : 
but luch is the power of a good charader, 

that 
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that fhe gave her credit for a right inten- 
tion, efpecially as (he knew the unhappy 
rftate of her family. For it was Mrs. Jones's 
way (and it is not a bad way) always to 
wait, and .enquire into the truth, before ffie 
.condemned any perfon of good charafler, 
.though appearances were againft thera^ 
As we cannot judge of people's motives, 
.fiiid fhe, we may, from ignorance, often 
condemn their beft aftions, and approve of 
their worft. It will be always time enough 
to judge unfevourably, and let us give others 
•credit as long as we can, and then we, in 
rour turn, may expeft a favourable judg- 
ment from others, and remember who has 
Jaid, Judge not^ that ye be not judged. 

Hefter was no more proud of what fhe 
.had done for her father, than (he was hum- 
bled by the meannefs of her garb; and 
^otwitbftanding Betty Stiles, one of the 
.gh-ls whofe finery had been taken away, 
•Iheered at her, Hefter never offered to clear 
^erfelf, by expofing her father, though (he 
tboHght it right fecretly to inform Mrs. 

Jones 



320 THE HISTORY 

Jones of what had paft. When the ex4* 
mination of the girls began, Betty Stiles 
was alked fome queftions on the fourth and 
fifth commandments which flie anfwered 
very welL Hefter was alked nearly the 
fame queftions, and, though fhe anfwered 
them no better than Betty had done, they 
were all furprifed to fee Mrs. Jones rife up, 
and give a handfome Bible to Hefter, while 
flie gave nothing to Betty. This girl cried 
out rather pertly, " Madam, it is very hard 
** that I have no book ; I was as perfeft 
" as Hefter/' — " I have often told you," 
faid Mrs. Jones, " that religion is not a 
*' thing of the tongue but of the heart. 
** That girl gives me the beft proof that (he 
*' has learned the fourth commandment to 
*' good purpofe, who perfifts in keeping 
" holy the Sabbath-day, though command- 
« ed to break it by a parent whom fliie 
" loves. And that girl beft proves that Ihe 
" keeps the fifth, who gives up her own 
*^ comfort, and clothing, and credit, to 
•* honour and obey hr father and mother^ 

«« evw 
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** ^ven though they are not fuch as Ihe 
•* could wifh. Betty Stiles, though fhe 
** could anfwer the queftions fo readily, 
" went abroad laft Sunday, when fhe fhould 
*' have been at fchool, and ref ufed to nurfe 
** her lick mother, when fhe could not help 
*' herfelf. Is this having learnt thefe two 
** commandments to any good purpofe ?'' 

Farmer Hofkins, who flood by, whifpered 
Mrs. Jones, " Well, madam, now you 
*^ have convinced even me of the benefit of 
" religious inftruflion ; now I fee there is 
** a meaning to it. I thought it was in at 
** one ear and out at the other, and that a 
*5 fong was as well as a pfalm ; but now I 
** have found the proof of the pudding is 
^ in the eating. I fee your fcholars. muft 
*.* do what they harj and obey what they 
^ learn. Why, at this rate, they will all 
*^ be the better fervants for being really 
** godly, and fo I will add a pudding to 
" next year's feafl." 

. . The pleafure Hefler felt in receiving a 

new Bible, made her fotgct that fhe had on 

. vox-. V. y an 
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an old gown. She walked to dinrch in a 
thankful frame; but how great was her 
joy, when (he faw, among a number of 
working men, her own father going into 
church t As (he paft by htm, fhe »ft on him 
a look of fo much joy and affedion, th* it 
brought tears into his eyes, efpecisdly whefi 
he compared her mean drefe with that of 
the other girfe, and thought who had feeen , 
the caufe of it. John, who had not ben 
at church for fome years, was deeply ftmck 
with the fervice. The confeffion wkh 
which it opens went to his heart. He felt^ 
for the firft time, that he was a miferabiejin- 
ner^ and that then was no health in Bim. 
He now felt compun£Hon for fin in general^ 
though it was only his ill-behaviour Co his 
daughter which had 'brought him to church. 
The fermon was fuch as ferved to flrengthen 
the impreSion which the prayers had made ; 
and when it was over, inftead of joini&g 
the ringers (for the belfry was the only 
part of the church John liked, becaufe it 
ufually led to the alehouTe) he qtuetly 

walked 



OF HESTEft. WILMOT. 323 

Miked back to his work. It was, indeed, 
the beft day's work he evet made. He 
could not get out of his head the whole d'Ay 
the firft words he heard at church : Wf^eu 
ihe wicked man turneth away ft am his wicked^ 
nefs^ and doth thai which u lawful and right ^ 
befhallfa^ye hii foul alive. At night, in- 
ftead of going to the Bell, he went home, 
mt«n^ing to a(k Hefter to forgive himj 
but as foon as he got to the door, he heard 
Rdbecca fcolding his daughter for having 
bt^ught fuch a difgrace on the family as to 
be feeti in that old rag of a gown, and in- 
fifted on knowing what flie had done with 
thte money. Heftcfr tried to keep the fe* 
ci^t, but \itf mother declared fhe would 
fum her out of dbors if fiie did not tell the 
truth. Heftet was at laft forced tb confefs 
file had given it to her fathefi Unfortu- 
ftately for poor John, it was at this very 
«oment that he opened the door. The 
ttiother now divided her fiif y between her 
jguiky hulband and her innocent child, till 
from words (he fell to blows. John, de- 
y 2 fended 
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fended his daughter, and received fome of 
the ftrokes intended for the poor girl. 
This turbulent fcene partly put John's good 
refolutions to flight, though the patience of 
Hefter did him almofl: as much good as the 
fermon he had heard. At length the poor 
girl efcaped up flairs, not a little bzuifed, 
and a fcene of much violence paffed between 
John and Rebecca. She declared flie would 
not fit down to fupper with fuch a brute, 
and fet off* to a neighbour's houfe, that flie 
might have the pleafure of abufmg him the 
longer. John, whofe mind was much di- 
flurbed, went up flairs without his fupper. 
As he was paf&ng by Hefter's little room he 
heard her voice, and as he concluded (he 
was venting bitter complaints againfl her 
unnatural parents, he flopped to liflen, re- 
folving to go in and comfort her. He flop- 
ped at the door, for, by the light of the 
moon, he faw her kneeling by her bedfide, 
and praying fo earneflly that fhe did not 
hear him. As he made fure fhe could be 
praying for nothing but his deaths what was 

his 
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his-furprife to hear thefe words, ^* O Lord, 
^* have mercy upon ftiy dear father and mo- 
■«• ther, teach m6 td Ibve thehij to pray for 
^f them, and do them good ; make me more 
f* dutiful and more patient, that, adorning 
** the doftrine of God, my Saviour, I may 
.** recommend his holy religion, ^nd my 
*• dear parents may be brought: to-love and 
*^fear thee, through Jdus Chrift;" , - 
-- Poor John, who xtould never have been 
hafS-bearted if he had not been a drunk- 
ard j could not (land this, he fell down on 
his loieds', embraced his child,and begged her 
to teach him how to pray. He prayed him- 
felfas well as he could, and though he did 
not know what words to ufe, yet his heart 
was melted ; he owned he was a finner, 
anid begged Hefter to fetch the prayer-book, 
and read over the confeffion with which 
he had been fo ftruckat church. This was 
the pleafanteft order Ihe had ever obeyed. 
Seeing him deeply affefted with a fenfe of 
fiii, Ihe pointed out to him the Saviour of 
finners j and in this manner (he pad fonie 
Y 3 hours 
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hours with her fathier^, which were the hap« 
piefl: of her life ; fucb a night was worth a 
a hundr^ cotton, or even filk gowns. In 
the cQurfe of the week Hdfter reaji over the 
confeffion, and foi»e other prayers^ to her 
father fo often that he got them by heart, 
and repeated them- while hewaa at work. 
She next taught him the. fifty-fijft piahn. 
At length he took coudTage to kneel dowa 
and pray before he went to bed. From 
that time he bore bis wife's ill4iamour 
much better than he bad ever done, juid, 
as he knew her to be neat, and no^tble, aD4 
kving, he began to think, that if her tem- 
per was not quite fo bad, his home naight 
ftiU become as pleafant a place to him as 
ever the Bell had been : but unlefs flie be- 
came more tra£):able he did not know what 
to do with hi& long evening9 after the Ut<ie 
ones were in bed, for he began, once more, 
to delight in playitig with them^ Hefter 
propofed that fhe herfelf fhould teach him 
to read an hour every night, and he con- 
fented. Rebecca began to florm, from the 
5 mere 
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mere trick fhe had got of ft'orming ; but 
funding that he now brought home all his 
earnings, and that flie got both his money 
ai|d hi$ cpmfMiny (for flie had once loved 
him) ihe began to reconcile herfelf Jo this 
new way of life* In a few months John 
Qpilld read a pfalm. In learning to read it 
he aifo got it by heart, and this proved a 
little ftoTe for .private devotion, and while 
he was mowing or reaping he could call to 
xjiind a text to cheer his labour. Jle now 
went conft^mtly to church, and often drop- 
ped in i^t the fchool on a Sunday evening 
tp h^^r their prayers. He ei^prefied fo 
inuqb pleafuje at this, that one day Hefter 
ventured to afk him if they flipuld fet up 
f^^iily prayer at home i John laid he (hould 
like it mightily, but as he could not yet 
read quite well epougb, he defired Hefter 
tp try to get a proper book and begin next 
3unday night. Hefter had bought, of a 
pious hawker, for three half-pence*, the* 

♦ Thcfe prayers ma)r be had alfo divided into two 
parts, one fit for private perfons, the other for fami- 
Urs, price one halfpenny. 

Y 4 Book 
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Book of Prayers, printed for the Cheap 
Repofitory, and knew (he (hould there find 
fomething fuitable. 

When Hefter read the exhortation at 
the beginning of this little book, her mo- ' 
ther, who fat in the corner, and pretended 
to be afleep, was fo much ftruck that ihe 
could not find a word to fay againft it. 
For a few nights, indeed, flie continued to 
fit ftill, or pretended to rock the young 
child while her hufband and daughter were 
kneeling at their prayers. She expected 
John would have fcolded her for this, and 
fo perverfe was her temper, that Ihe was 
difappointed at his finding no fault with 
her. Seeing at laft that he was very pa- 
tient, and that though he prayed fervently 
himfelf he fuffered her to do as fhe liked, 
Ihe loft the fpirit of oppofition for want of 
fomething to provoke it. As her pride 
began to be fubdued, fome little difpofition 
to piety was awakened in her heart. By 
degrees ihe Hid down on her knees, though 
at firft it was behind the cradle, or th,e 
clock, or in fome corner, where (he thought 

they 
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they would not fee her. Hefter rqoiced 
even in this outward change in her mo-r 
ther, and prayed that God would at laft be 
pleafed to touch her heart as he had done 
that of her father. 

As John now fpent no idle money, he 
had faved up a trifle by working over- 
hours ; this he kindly oflfered to Hefter to 
make up for the lofs of her gown. In* 
ftead of accepting it, Hefter told him, that 
as Ihe herfelf was young and healthy, flie 
fliould foon be able to clothe herfelf out of 
her own favings, and begged him to make 
her mother a prefent of this gown, which 
he did. It had been a maxim of Rebecca, 
that it was better not to go to church at aU 
than go in an old gown. She had, how-* 
ever, fo far conquered this evil notion, that 
flie had lately gone pretty often. This 
kindhefs of the gown touched her not a 
little, and the firft Sunday flie put it on, 
Mr. Simpfon happened to preac h from this 
Jcxt, Qod reftjieth the froud^ but giveth grace 

tQ 
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to tb^ bumble. This fermon fb affecled Re^ 
becca that fhe never once thought (he ha4 
her new gown on, till (he came to take h 
off ubea ihe went to bed, and that very 
night, inflead of fkulking behind, ihe kneh 
down by her hufband, and joined in prayer 
with much fervour* 

There was one thing funk deep m Re- 
becca's mind; ihe had obferved/ that fined 
her hufband had grown religious be had 
been fo careful not to give her any offence, 
that be was become fcrupuloufly clean; 
took off his dirty (hoes before he fat down, 
and was very cautious not to fpitl 2^ drop 
of beer on her fiiining table. Now it was 
rather remarkable, that as John grew more 
neat, Rebecca grew more indifferent to 
nearnefs. But both thefe changes arofe 
from the fame caufe, the growth of religion 
in their hearts. John grew cleanly from 
the fear of giving pahi to his wife, while 
Rebecca grew indifferent from having dif- 
covered the fm and folly of an over-anxious 

care 
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care about trifles. When the heart is once 
given up to God, fuch vamtiies in a good 
degree die of themfelves. 

Hefter continues to grow in grace, and 
in knowledge. Laft Chriftmas-day (he was 
appointed an under teacher in the fchool, 
and many people think that fome years 
Jience, if any thing fhould happen to Mrs. 
Crew, Hefter may be promoted to be head- 
fniflrels. 



ALLEGORIES. 



THE 

GRAND ASSIZES, ^c. 



OR 



GENERAL GAOL DELIVERY. 



1 HERE was in a certain country a great 
king, who was alfo a judge. He was very 
merciful, but he was alfo very juft ; for he 
ufed to fay, that juftice was the foundation 
of all goodntfs, and that indifcriminate and 
mifapplied mercy was in faft injuftice. His 
fubjefts were apt enough, in a general way, 
to extol his merciful temper, and efpecially 
thofe fubjefts who were always committing 

crimes 
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crimes 'which made them particularly liabie 
to be punifhed by his juftice. This laft 
quality they cohftautly kept out of fight, till 
they had cheated themfelves into a notioa 
that he was too good to punifli at all. 

Now it had happened a long time before, 
that this whole people had broken their al- 
legiance, and had forfeited the king's favour, 
and had alfo fallen from a very profperous 
ftate in which he had originally placed them, 
having one and all become bankrupts. 
But when they were over head and ears ia 
debt, and had nothing to pay, the king't 
fon moft generoufly took the whole burden 
of their debts on himfelf ; and, in (hort, it 
was propofed that all their affairs fhould be 
fettled, and their very crimes forgiven, (for 
they were criminals as well as debtors,) pro- 
vided only they would fliew themfelves fin- 
cerely forry for what they had done them- 
felves, and be thankful for what had beea 
done for them. I fhould however remark, 
that a book was alfo given them, in which 
a true and faithful account of their own 

rebellion 
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rebellion was written ; and of the manfief 
c^ obtaining the king's pardon^ together 
with a variety of directions for their con** 
du£t in the time to come ; and in this book 
it was particularly mentioned, that aftef 
having lived a certain number, of years in a 
remote part of the fame king's country, yet 
fiiil under his eye and jurifdidion, there 
fliould be a Grand Affixes^ when every one 
was to be publicly tried for his paft beha-* 
viour ; and after this trial was over, certain 
heavy puniihments were to be infilled oa 
thofe who fhould have ftili perfifted in thetf 
rebellion, and certain high premiums wert 
to be beftowed as a gracious reward upon 
the penitent and obedient. 

It may be proper here to notice, that this 
king's court differed in fome refpefts from 
our courts of juftice, being indeed a fort of 
court of appeal, to which queftions were 
carried after they had been imperfeftly de* 
cided in the common courts. And al- 
though with us all criminals are tried (and 
a moft excellent mode of trial it is) by a jury 

of 
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cf their peew, yet m this king'g oountiy the 
mode was very different ; for fincc every 
owe of the people had been in a certain 
ieHk ctimitmls,^ the king did not think k 
Mt to make them judges alfo« It wotiId# 
mdeed, have been smpo^ible to follow in sA 
rdpe^s the ciifloms which prevail with as, 
* for the crimes with which men are charged 
in our courts are mere &^rt aEt$^ as the 
fawyers call Aem, that is^ afts wWch v^ 
gard the ocKward behaviour;: itscb as the 
l^s of ftdi»Dg, manmtng, ftaaling, and fo 
Ibrtb. Btit in this king's court it wa» nor 
tnereiy outward fins^ but iins of the heart 
^^ which were to be pumflied. Many ai 
ei4me, thercfeyre, which was never hesrd <rf 
in the coutt of King^s Bench, or at the OU 
Bftiley, and which indeed could not be cog^ 
nifable by thefe courts, was^ here to be 
brought to light, aiKi was referred for tbii9> 
great day» Among tbefe were pride and 
^ppreffion, and emry, and malice, and re^ 
venge, and eovcsoafmefo, and fecret vanity 

of 
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of mind, and evil thoughts of all forts, and 
all finful wiihes and defir^. When covetouf- 
nefs, indeed, put men on committing rob- 
bery, or when malice drove them to an aft 
of murder, then the common courts imme- 
diately judged the criminal, without wait- 
ing for thefe Great Aflizes ; neverthelefs, 
fince even a thief and murderer would now 
and then efcape in the common courts, for 
want of evidence, or through fome fault or 
other of the judge or jury, the efcape was of 
little moment to the poor criminal, for he 
was fure to be tried again by this great king; 
and even though the man fhould have been 
puniflied in fome fenfe before, yet he bad 
now a farther and more lading punifhment 
to fear, unlefs, indeed, he was one of thofe, 
who had obtained (by the means I before 
fpoke of) this great king's pardon. The 
Jins of the hearty however, were by far the 
moft numerous fort of fins, which were to 
come before this great tribunal ; and thefe 
were to be judged by this great king in per- 

fon. 
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Cxiy and by none but himfeif ; becaufe he 
alone poflelled a certain power of getting 
atallfecrets. 

. I once heard of a certain king of Sicily^ 
who built a whilpering gallery in the form 
of an ear, through which he could hear 
jevery word his rebellious fubjeds uttered^ 
though fpoken ever fo low. But this fecret 
jof the king of Sicily was nothing to what 
this great king pofTefTed ; for He had the 
power of knowing every thought which 
was conceived in the mind, though it never 
broke out into words, or proceeded to ac** 
tions. 

. Now you may be ready to think, per- 
haps, that thefe people were worfe off than 
any others, becaufe they were to be exa- 
mined fo clofely, and judged fo flri£Uy« 
Far from it ; the kmg was too jufl: to ex- 
ped bricks without giving them flraw ; he 
gave them, therefore, every help that they 
needed. He gave them a book of direc- 
tions, as I before obferved; and becaufe 
they were naturajly ihort-fighted, he fup- 
voL. V. z . plie4 
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plied them with a glafi for reading ir, and 
thus the moft dina-fighted might fee, ifth^ 
did not wilfully (hut their eyes ; but thongh 
the king 'mvhed them to-open their eyes, he 
did not 'fe?^/^/ them; anrf many remamdl 
ftone blind all their Yiwti #ith the hock lA 
tkeir hiiid, becaufe they wotrfd not ufethe 
glafs, nor take the proper means for rsa&fg 
and underffanding all that was written firf 
them. The humble and fincerc learned* ni 
time to fee even that part of the book 
which was leaft plainly written ; and h was 
obferved that the ability to underftand it 
depended more on the heart than the head; 
an evil difpofition blinded the fight, while 
humility operated like an eye-falvc. 

Now It happened that thofe who had 
been fo lucky as to efcape the punifliment 
of the lower courts, took it into their head^ 
that they were all very good fort of people^ 
and of courfe very fafe from any danger at 
this Great yij/lze. This grand intended 
trial, indeed, had been talked of fo much, 
and put off fo long, (for it had feemed long 
-^ I at 
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at kaft to tfaefe &cat->figfated peqde;) that 
many perfoaded thcmielives it Mroiild never 
t«ke place at aU; and far the grcSater (tart 
were liiriiig away therefore wifbant: ercff 
iliinking about it i they vent oq jpft as if 
nothing ^ aU had been done for their be^ 
nefic } md as tf they had no kiv^ to pleafir^ 
li0 king^a ion to be thankfurto^ no book to 
piidk themlelvcs by, and at if the Affiael 
ware never to come about. 

But with this kmg d ibstjfond years were 
«f am dafy fir' he mas not fiask micirmng 
ih prtm^s^ ai frnv men amnt Jhtxinefi.^-^ 
So at length the folemn period approached* 
8d3l^ however, the people did nor prqixre 
for the (bientnity, or rather, they pifepared 
ika it muchasfome of tbe people ki cot 
provincial towns are apt to prepare for th^ 
annual aifize times; Z meaa bjebaMt and 
feaflSngs^ and they '£aLw thetr owii trial come 
tmi with as little icmoern as is felt by tiK 
fCKqile ift our ftreets^ wbea they fee the 
judge's proceffioo enter the towhf they 
f. z 2 , indeed 
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indeed comfort themfelves tiud: it is only 
thofe in the prifons who are guilty. 

But when at laft the day came, and every 
man found that he was to be judged for 
himfelf ; and that fomehow or other, all 
his fecrets were brought out, and that there 
was now no efcape, not even a ihort re* 
prieve, things began to take a more ferioui 
turn. Some of the worft of the criminals 
were got together debating in an outer 
coiurt of the grand hall, and there they 
pafled their time, not in compun&ion and 
tears, not in comparing their lives with 
what was required in that book which bad 
been given them, but they derived a £illa- 
cious hope by comparing themfelves with 
fuch as had been ftill more notorious ofr 
fepders. 

J One who had grown wealthy by rapine 
and oppreilion, but had contrived to keep 
within the letter of the law, infulted a poor 
fellow as a thief, becaufe he had ftolen a 
loaf of bread. ^^ You were &r wickeder 
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^ than I was," faid a citizen to hiis appren- 
tice, ^^ for you drank ^id fwore at the ale- 
"houfe every Sunday mght."-^" Yes," 
laid the poor fellow," but it was your fault 
*^ that I did fa, for you took no care of my 
** foul, but fpent all your fabbaths in jaunt- 
" ing abroad or in rioting at home; I 
" might have learnt, but there was no one 
** to teach me ; I might have followed a 
« good example, but I faw only bad ones. 
" I finned againfl: lefs hght than you did." 
. A drunken journeyman, who had fpent all 
his wages on gin, rejoiced that he had not 
fpent a great eftate in bribery at eledions, 
as the lord of his manor had done, while a 
perjured eleftor boafteil that he was no 
drunkard, like the journeyman j and the 
member himfelf took comfort that he had 
never received the bribes which he had not 
beeii afhamed to offer. 

I have not room to defcribe the awful 
pomp of the court, nor the terrible found- 
ing of the trumpet which attended the 
judge's entrance, nor the fitting of the 
z 3 judge, 
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jodge, nor die opting of the bodks, ftof 
the crowding of the miilians, who ftooi 
before him. I fhall pafs over the no^tf^ 
tudes who were tried and condemtied Id 
dungeons and chains, and eternal fire, and 
to perpetual baniihment from the prefefic6 
of the kihg, which always feemed to be the 
faddeft part of the fentence. I (hall only 
i^otice farther, a few who brought ftmie plea 
of merit, and claimed a right to be rewarded 
by the king, and even deceived theoidfeFves 
fo far as to think that hi$ own book of laws 
would be their juftification. 

A thoughtlefs fpendthrift advanced with- 
out any contrition, and faid, " that he had 
^* lived handfomely, and had hated the 
** covetous whom God abhorreth j that he 
** trufted in that paffage of the book which 
** faid, that conjetoufnefs was idolatry ; and 
" that he therefore hoped for a fevorable 
** fentence/* Now it proved that this man 
had not only avoided covetoufn^fs, but that 
he had even left his wife and children in 
want through his exceflive prodigality. Th^ 

Judge 
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J^dgetherefbrie immediately pointed to. that 
^ce i^ the bQok wheare kis written^ he that 
prejbi^^th -not for his houf^hold -is itv^fe than 
€m infidel. Me thai liveth inpleafure is dead 
while he livefh \ *' tho\i/* faid he, " in thy 
^\JifMi^9 receitH^dJi thy .p^ thmp^ und 
" now thou rnuft be t^mented.^* -^Then a 
xnifer, wbomhuxtger and hoarding had 
wrora to &sA and bone, crept forward, and 
praifed this feotenoe paflfed oh this eitravar 
gant youth, " and furely," faidlie, '• find? 
'^^ he 5s Qomdetnned, I am the man that may 
** make fome pka to favor— I waa never idle 
" or drunk, I kept my body in Xubjefition.. 
** I Ittve been fo felf^nying that I am 
** certaioiy a faint: I have-loyed neither 
f^ {dfh^r .not mother, nor wifie nor childr^ 
^ to excefs, m all this I hare obeyed the 
^^ boiok of the law.''— Then the judge faid, 
^VBut where are thy works of mercy and 
" thy labours of love ? fee that family 
*V which periflied in thy fight laft hard win- 
** ter, while thy barns were overflowing ; 
;«.that poor family were my reprefeuta* 
z 4 '' ^i>'€S, 
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*• tives J yet they were hungry, and Aou 
«« gaveft them no meat.-rG^ to now^ thm 
** rich moHj weep and howl for the miferidi 
*« that are come upon you. Tour gold and 
** yourftlver is cankered^ ahd the nfi of them 
^^ fhall he a witnefs againft yoUy andJhaU eia 
** yourfiejh as it werejirey 

Then came up one with a moft felf-fuffi- 
cient air. He walked up boldly, having in 
one hand the plan of an hofpital which he 
had built, and in the other the drawing of 
a ftatue, which was erecting for him in the 
country that he had jufl: left, and on hils 
forehead appeared, in gold letters, the lift 
of all the public charities to which he had 
fubfcribed. He feemed to take great plea- 
fure in the condemnation of the mifer, and 
faid, " Lord^ whenfaw I thee hungry and 
^^ fed thee not^ or in prifon and 'vifited thee 
^^ not ? I have vifited the fatherlefs and 
" widow in their affliSion.^^ Here the 
judge cut him fhort, by faying, " True, 
^* thou didft vifit the fatherlefs, but didft 
♦* thou fulfil equally that other paft of my 

'^ command, 
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« comn^and, to keep ihyfelf unJpoite4 from 



^* the world.— iHo^ thou waft confoi^ed to 
** the world in many of its finful cuftoms, 
^^ thou didjl follow a multitude to do evil^ 
*' thou did/i love the world and the things if 
** the world \ and die motive to all thy 
^^ charities was not a regard to me but to 
** thy own credit with thy fellow mem 
^^ Thou -haft done every thing for the lake 
^* of reputation, and now thou art vainly 
^^ trufting in thy deceitful works, inftead of 
** putting all thy truft in my Son, who has 
f* offered himfelf to be a furety for thee. 
^* Where has been that humility and gra- 
** titude to him which was required of thee. 
**No, thou wouldft be 'thine own furety: 
** thou haft trufted in thyfelf : thou haft 
** made thy boaft of thine own goodnefs; 
^^ thou haft fought after and thou haft en- 
«« joyed the praife of men, and verily I fay 
^* unto thee, thou haji had thy reward!^ 

A poor difeafed blind cripple, who came 
from the very hofpital which this great man 
had built, then fell proftrate on his face, 

<:ryxng 
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crying out, Lord be merdfid to me ajumr! 
on which the judge, to thciiu^nife kS, ^9 
faid, " W^Udmt^ good and fearful fsr^^ 
Hie poor man replied, '^ Lord, I have done 
*« nothmg !"— " But thou haR Tig^ferrrf 
♦* weJQ^iToA the judge; " thoa haft. been 
^* an example of patience and meekneft, 
^ and though thou faadfl: but &w talents, 
^ yet thou hail \(reU improved thofe ftw; 
<^ thou faadft time, this thou didft fpend in 
^^ the famnble duties of thy ftation^ and alfo 
^ in earneft prayer; thou didft pray eren 
^ for that proud founder of thine ho^al, 
>* who neyer prayed for himfdf ; thou waft 
^ indeed blind and lame, but it is no where 
** laid, my fon give me thy feet, or thine 
*' eyes, but %i^ me t}}y heart ; and even 
** the few feculticG I did grant thee, were 
•* employed to my gbry ; with thine cars 
" thou didft liften to my word, with thy 
*' tongue thou didft fliew forth my praife, 
•* enter thou into the joy cfthy LordJ* 

There were feverai who came forward, 
and boafted of ibme fmgle and panicuUr 

virtue^ 
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ftttue, in irbich they had been &pp)Qied 
to excel. One talked of hisrgeoer<>fitj9 
another of his courage, and a thkd of hi$ 
fcartitude; but it proved, on a clofe escaoii* 
nation, that fome of thofe fuppoied virtuos 
were merely the effe^ of a particular coo- 
ititution of lK)dy ; that others proceeded 
irom a falfe motive, and that not a few of 
them were A&ual vices, finqe they were 
: tarried to e±cefs ; and under the pretence 
of fulfilling one duty, fome other, duty w^ 
loft fight of; in fliort, thefe partial virtues 
were noDB of them pradifed in obedience to 
the will of the king, but merely to plea& 
the perfon's own humour, or to gain praifc, 
and they would not, therefore, ftand thig 
day's trial,, for >^ that had kept the whok 
Imv^ and yet bad wilfully and habitually of- 
fendfd in- any one points was declared guilty of 
i^raking the whole* 

At this moment a fort of thick fcales 
fell from the eyes of the multitude. They 
could now no longer take comfort, as they 
liad done for fo many years, by mcafuring 

their 
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their ndghbours^ conduft againft thdr owi* 
Each at once faw himfelf in his true l^rht, 
aAd foHnd, alas ! when it was too late, tbtt 
he (hould have made the book which had 
been given him his rule of praftice before, 
feice it now proved to be the rule by which 
he was to be judged. Nay, every one now 
thought himfelf even worfe than his neigh- 
bour, becaufe, while he only Jaw and beard 
of the guilt of others, he y^// his own in all 
its aggravated horror* 

To complete their confufion, they were 
compelled to acknowledge the juftice of the 
judge who condemned them ; and alfo to 
approve the favourable fentcnce by which 
thoufands of other criminals had not only 
their lives faved, but were made happy and 
glorious beyond all imagination; not for 
any great merits which they had to produce, 
but in confequence of their (incere repent- 
ance, and their humble acceptance of the 
pardon oflfered to them by the king's fon. 
One thing was remarkable, that whilft 
molt of thofe who w^re condemned, never 

e^peded 
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ezpeded condemnation, but even claimed a 
reward for their fuppofed innocence or 
goodnefs, all who were really rewarded and 
forgiven were fenfible that they owed their 
pardon to a niere z&, of grace, and they 
cried out with one voice. Not unto us^ not 
unto us 9 but unto thy name be the fraife ! ! / 



THS 

SBRVrikNX MAN TURNED^ SQUMHK, 

or" 

THE FAIR WEATHER CHRISTtAIf. 

AN ALLEGORY. 



W iLLiAM was a lively young fcrvant, who 
lived in a great but very irregular family* 
His place was, on the whole, agreeable to 
him, and fuited to his gay thoughtlefs tem- 
per. He found a plentiful table and a good 
cellar. There was, indeed, a good deal of 
work to be done, though it was performed 
with much diforder and confufion. The 
family in the main were not unkind to him, 
though they often contradifted and croffcd 
him, efpecially when things went ill with 

them* 



AettifelVesJ. ^ ThJs, Wiinatil nevier much 
liteed, for he was always forid of having hk 
cmii way. There was a m^rty^ d*'-tiather A 
rioify and f lo^touisf ^rvAtiti*'^h&\\^ for difor- 
dte# andquaffeb ate indeed the irfual effeftai 
of i^enty aftd uito*eftraiifi?ed ittdblgence^ 
T^ife men were fmart, but idle; the ittaidar 
were fhfowy, but licentious, and alt did 
pretty mitch^as they liked for a time, but 
the time was comnionly (hort. The wages 
were reckc^ed high, but they w€*re feldom 
paid, and it was even faid by fober people, 
that the fiiihily was infolvent, and never 
fillfiHed any of theit' flat*ei*ng engagements, 
or thdr moft pbfitive proinifesj but (lift, 
l*6t^ivithft*andtng their real p^v things 

wient on wftH juft the fame thotrghtlefnefo 
, zttd fplendor, and neither nftafters or fer-* 
vaftti? looked beyond the jollity of the pre* 
ferit hour. 

In this unruly family there was little 
church going, and ftill lefs pitying at home. 
They pretended, mdeed, in a general way, 
to believe in the Bible, but it vvas only an 

outward 



35 « THE SERVANT UA» 

outward profeffion, few of them read it A 
all, and even of thofe who did read it. ftiU 
fewer were governed by it. There was. in- 
deed a Bible lying on the table in the great 
hall, which was kept for the purpofe of ad- 
miniftering an oath, but was feldom ufed 
on any other occa(ion,and fome of the heads 
of the family were of opinion that this was 
its only real ufe, as it might ferve to keep 
the lower parts of it in order. 

William, who was fond of novelty and 
pleafure, was apt to be negligent of the du* 
ties of the houfe. He ufed to (lay out on 
his errands, and one of his favourite amufe- 
ments was going to the parade to fee the 
foldiers exercife. He faw with envy how 
fmartly they were dreifed, liftened with rap- 
ture to the mufic, and fancied that a foldier 
had nothing to do but to walk to and fro in 
a certain regular order, to go through a 
little eafy exercife, in fliort, to live without 
fighting, fatigue, or danger. 

O, faid he, whenever he was afironted at 
home, what a fine thing it mull be to be a 

foldier! 
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foldier ! to be fo well dreffed, to have no- 
thing to do but to move to the pleafant 
ipund of fife and drum, and to have fo 
many people come to look at one, and ad- 
mire one. O it muft be a fine thing to be 
a foldier ! 

Yet when the vexation of the moment ♦ 
was over, he found fo much eafe and diver- 
fion in the great family, it fo fuited to his low 
tafte and fenfual appetites, that he thought 
no more of the matter. He forgot the 
glories of a foldier, and eagerly returned 
to all the mean gratifications of the kitchen, 
tiis evil habits were but little attended to 
by thofe with whom he lived ; his faults, 
among which were lying . and fwearing, 
were not often correded by the family, 
Who had little objeftion to thofe fins, 
which only offended God and did not much 
laffeft their own intereft or property. And 
except that William was obliged to work 
rather more than he liked, he found little, 
rwhile he was young and healthy, that was 
very difagreeable in this fervice. So he 
•VOL. V. A A went 
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went on, ftill t^iinking, hotrcrer, irtes 
things went a little crofs, whal a fine thing 
it was to be a foldier I At faft one dayaslie 
was waiting at dinner, he had the misfer- 
time to let fall a china difli, and broke it aJt 
to pieces. It was a curious difli, much va* 
lued by the family, as they pretended ; this 
family were indeed apt to fet a felfe iantaRic 
value on things, and not -to eftimate -then 
bj' tlieir real worth. The heads of the 
family, who had generally been rather pa- 
tient and good-humoured with William, as 
I faid before, for thofe vices, which thoujgh 
ofFenfive to God did not touch their own 
pocket, now flew out into a violent pafiion 
with him, called him a tSioufand hard 
names, and even threatened to horfeijdup 
him for his fhameful negligence. 

William, in a great fright, for he was a lad 
coward at bottom, ran direftly out of the 
houfe to avoid the threatened punifhment; 
and happening juft at that very time to pafs 
by the parade where the foldiers chanced 
to be then exercifing, his Tefoiudon was 

taken 



taken in a moment. He inftantly deter^* 
Riined to be no more a flave, as he called it ; 
be wonid return no more to be fubjedt to 
thei humours of a tyrannical family ; no^ 
he was refolded to^ be free, or at feaft, if hte 
BHift ferve^ be would ferve no mailer but the 
king. 

\^lliam^ who had now and then hap- 
pehed to hear ^m the accidental talk of the 
fbkiierdy' that iliofe who fenred the great 
fknilty he haid lived with, were flaves to 
their tyranny and vices, had alfb heard in 
thq &me cafual manner, that the fervice of 
the king was ptffe£l freedm. Now he had 
ti&en it into his head to hope that this 
might be a freedom to do evil, or at leaft to 
do nothing, fo he thought it wafc the only 
frface in the world to fuit him. 

A fine likely young man as William waa, 
liad no great difficulty to get enlifted. The 
few form^ were foon fettled, he received 
the bounty money as eagerly as it was of- 
fered, took the oaths of allegiance, was 
yoined to the regiment, and heartily wel- 
A A 2 corned 
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corned by his hew comrades. He was tbe 
hajppieft fellow alive. All was. fxnooth and 
calm. The day happened > to be yery fine, 
and therefore : William ^always reickpneid up- 
on a fine day. The feene was :gay and 
lively^ the mufic cheerful, he found the 
exercife very eafy, and he thought there 
was' little niotc expe6ted frofa him. . 

He foori began to flQurifti:»way in his 
talk; and when he met with any one of his 
old fellow fervants, he fell a prating about 
marches and counter-marches, and block- 
ades, and battles, and fieges, and blood, 
and death, and triumphs, and vi&ories, all 
at random, for thefe were words and phrafes 
he had picked up without at all underftand* 
ing what he faid. He had no knowledge, 
and therefore he had no modefty, he had no 
experience, and therefore he had no fears. 

All Teemed to go on fwimmingly, for he 
had as yet no trial. He began to think 
with triumph what a mean life he had 
efcaped from in the old quarrelfome family, 
and what a happy, honourable life he fhould 

have 
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havd la the army. O there was no life like 
the life of a foldier ! 

In a fhort time, however, war broke out, 
his regiment was one of the firft which was 
called out to adual and hard fervice. As 
William was the moft riaw of all the re- 
cruits he was the firft to murmur at the 
difficulties and hardfliips, the cold and 
hunger, the fatigue and danger of being a 
foldi^. O what watchings, and perils, 
and trials, and hardfhips, and difficulties he 
now thought attended a military life! 
Surely, faid he, I could never have fufpedt- 
ed all this mifery when I ufed to fee the 
men on the parade in our town. 

He now found, when it was too late, 
that all the field-days he ufed to attend, all 
the evolutions and exercifes which he had 
obferved the foldiers to go through in the 
calm times of peace and fafety, were only 
meant to fit, train, and qualify them, for 
the aftual fervice which they were now fent 
.out to perform by the command of the 
king. 

A A 3 The 
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The truth is, William often comphined^ 
when there was no real hardfiup to complain 
of; for the common troubles of life fell out 
pretty much aUke to the great family whicl^ 
William bad^left, and to the fokliera ia the 
king's army. But the fpirit of obediencey 
difciplines^and felf-denial of the; latter feea^ 
hardfhips to oae of William's loofe tvf n of 
mind. When he began to murmur, feme 
good old foldier clapped him on the back, 
faying, cheer up lad, it is a kingdom you. 
are to Arive for, if we fa«at nof , henceforth 
there is. laid up for us. a gveat reward, we 
have Use king's word for it maa. . WiUiam 
obferved, that to ihofe who truly beUeved 
this, their labours were as nothing, t^t he 
himfelf did not at the bottom bdiere it ; 
and it was ob£erved of all the foldiers who 
failed,, the true caufe was that they did not 
really believe the king's promife. He was 
furprifed to fee that thofe foldiers, who 
ufed to blufter, and boaft^ and deride the 
aflaults of the enemy, now began to faU 
away j while fuch as had faithfully obeyed 

the 



tYtt king's r)rdef &, and befeved in his word, 
M^e fiflftak^ 'm the homt of ttiaL Thofe 
^o* had tr^fted in their o\vn ftrength aft 
^iutti on the flighteft a/ttack, while thofii- 
who had putcMi th^ armotir of the king^s^ 
pro<»klin^, the fword, afld the fhieid, aiKjE 
^ helmet, ai^ the hrtdA-fk^^j and whofe 
feet wer^ (h^d according to o^der, no^ en^ 
d^red hardlhip as good foMiets, and Weref 
^enabled to fight the good fights 

An ^ngagfement was expefted imme- 
diately. The men were ordered to prepati^ 
for battle* While the reft of the corps were 
lb preparing, William's whole thotagh*^ 
were bent on contriving how he might de- 
fert. But alas ! he was watched oa aU 
fide*, he co^ld not poffibty devife any 
means to ^efcape. The danger inereafed 
«very moment, the battle came oil:. Wil^ 
Ham, who had been fo fure and confident 
fcefore be entered, flinched in the moment 
x>f tmi, while his more quiet and lefs boalt^ 
f&l comrades prepared boldly to do theinr 
jdjjty. Wiljyiattir looked about on all* fide*, 
A A 4 ^^4 
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and faw that there was no eye upon him,; 
for he did not know that the king's eye waa 
every where at once. He at laft thought 
he fpied a chance of efcaping, not from the 
enemy, but from his own army. While 
he was endeavouring to efcape, a ball fronji 
the oppofite camp took oflF his leg. As he 
fell, the firft words which broke from him 
were, while I was in my duty I was prcr 
ferved ; in the very aft of deferting I am 
wounded. He lay expefting every moment 
to be trampled to death, but as foon a^ the 
confufion was a little over, he was taken oflF 
the field by fome of his own party, laid in 
a place of fafety, and left to himfelf, after 
his wound was drefTed. 

The ikirmifli, for it proved nothing more, 
was foon over. The greater part of the 
regiment efcaped in fafety. William in the 
mean time fuflFered cruelly both in mind 
and body. To the pains of a wounded 
foldier, he added the difgrace of a coward, 
and the infamy of a deferter, O, cried tie, 
why was I fuch a fool as to leave the great 
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family I lived in, where there was meat and 
drink enough and to fpare, only on account, 
pf a little quarrel ? I might have made up 
that with them as we had done our former 
quarrels. Why did I leave a life of eafe 
and pleafure, where I had only a little rub 
now and then, for a life of daily difcipline 
and conftant danger? Why did I turn 
foldier ? O, what a miferable animal is a 
foldier ! 

As he was fitting in this weak and dit 
abled condition, uttering the above com- 
plaintSy he obferved a venerable old ofEcer, 
with thin grey locks on his head, and on 
his face deep wrinkles engraved by time, 
and many an honed fear infli£ted by war. 
William had heard this old officer highly 
commended for his extraordinary courage 
and condud: in battle, and in peace he ufed 
to fee him cool and coUeded, devoutly em- 
ployed in reading and praying in the inter- 
val of more aftive duties. He could not 
help comparing this officer with himfelf. 
I, faid he, flinched ^nd drew back^ and 

would 
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UEOttId rren ha^e deferiett ifl the raomeat 
cff peril, and now k iretotn, S h^e M^ 
confotation m the hovir of repcfe andfatfittyr' 
I would not fight then, I csnSkn pray nowv 
O why would I ever think of bekigf ^ 
ibkKeT ? He tbea began afrefli ta weep* Mi 
tiainent, and he groaned fo lo«d tiiAt Ini 
drew the mnice of the offieer, who catae uf^ 
to him, kindly (at ckywn by hhn^- tool; km 
by the hand, and inquired with as mocii 
afiedioaa^if be had beeivhis brother, what 
was ibe matter with him^ 2mi what portip 
cularr ^ftrefs^ more tbaiv trhe common ht^ 
Cune of war it was wh&h drew from ixm 
ibch bitcer groans? ^ I know fomefihuig of 
" fuTgcry,** added he, '*' let me exanxine 
*^ your woKmd and aflift yoia witk foch G|- 
** fie conrfbit& as I can/' 

WiUiam at once faw the' di&rence be* 
twcen the folcKers in the king's army and 
the people in the greac fam3y ; the latter 
commonly withdrew their kindnefs in fick" 
nefs and trouble, when mofl wanted, which 
was juft the very time when the others 

came 
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came forward to afllft. He told the officer 
his little hifloryj the manner of bis living 
^ the great family, the triflkg caufe of his 
quarrelling with it, the flight ground of his 
emermg into the king^s fervke. " Sir,** 
bid he, " I quarrelled with the family, and 
^' I thought I was at oi^ce fit for the army ; 
^^ I did not know the quaUfications it re** 
f Squired- I had not reckoned on difcir 
f^ fiine^ and hardfhips, and felf-denial. I 
^* liked well enough to fing a loyal fong, 
f'or drink the king's health, but I find I do 
*' not relifli working and fighting for him, 
f* though I raftily promifed even to lay 
f ' down jny life for his fervice if called up- 
f' on, when I took the bounty money and 
" the oath of allegiance. In fliort, fir, I 
*' find that I long for the eafe and floth, 
^' the merriment and the feafting of my old 
*' fervice ; I find I cannot be a foldier, and, 
*' to fpeak truth, I was in the very ad of 
** deferfcing when I was flopped fliort by the 
• f5 cannon balL So that I feel the guilt of 

*' deferting. 
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•* defcrtion, and the mifery of having loft 
** my leg into the bargaiii.*' 

The officer thus replied ; *' your ftate is 
** that of every worldly, irreligious man. 
** The great family you ferved is a juft pic- 
" ture of the world. The wages the world 
" promifes to thofe who are willing to do 
*• its work are high, bat the payment is at- 
" tended with much difappointment; nay, 
" the world, like your great family, is in 
** itfelf infolvent, and in its very nature In- 
•* capable of making good the promifes, and 
** of paying the high rewards, which it 
^ holds, out to tempt its credulous followers. 
" The ungodly world, like your family, 
** cares little for church, and ftill lefs for 
** prayer ; and confiders the Bible rather as 
** an inftrument to make an oath binding, 
** in order to keep the vulgar in obedience, 
*' than as containing in itfelf a perfefl rule 
*' of faith and pradlice, and as a title-deed to 
*' heaven. The generality of men love the 
" world as you did your fervice, while it 

*^ fmiles 



" fmilcs upon them, and gives them eafy 
"work, and plenty of meat and .drmkr; 
** but as fo6n as it begins ta crofs and coff- 
**'tradift them, they get out dfc humout 
•^ 'C^ithrk, juft*as yoti^d with yoilr fervice'. 
•^ They 'then think its drugery hard, it$ 
**'rewards lowk^ They find out that it is 
", high in its es^eftations from them, : and 
*• flafck in its payments to them. ^ And they 
"begin to fency (becaufe they do not heat 
" Ydigious people murmur as they do) that 
"Acre muft be fome happinefsin religion; 
*^ The world, which takes no account of 
^' their deeper fins, at length brings them 
^* ink) difcredit for fome aft of imprudence, 
*' juft as your femily overlooked your lying 
*f and fwearing, but threatened to drub yoa 
" for breaking a china difh. Such is the 
*^ judgment of the world ! it particularly 
^ bears with thofe who only break the laws 
"of (God, but feverely puniflies the fmalleft 
^' negligence by which they themfelves are 
" injured. The world fooner pardons the 
^* breaking ten <:ommandments of God than 
** evetl a china difh of its own, 

12 "After 
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^ Aitdr fbmbcroTs or:oppofition9'worldif 
<^meb, as I latd before^begintothjiik boir 
^ much cDnteat aiKl cheerfuiaefe .Uiey re^ 
^^ znemb^ to have fee© in re%i.Qu$ peoplei 
" They, therefore begin to iancy that refc 
^ gion muA be sui; eafy and (kUght&l^ as 
*^ well as a good thing. They have beani 
^ that, her wop are ^voap-^f pleafBMt^i 
^ and all her paths are pact ;^ and d^y |^r- 
*^ fuadc themfelves, that by this is meant 
f^ worldly pJeafantneTs, and feniiial peace* 
^ They refolvc at length to try it, to cum 
^^ their back upon the world, to ^g^e a 
** the fervice of God and turn Chriftians) 
*'juft: as you refolved to leave your old 
^' fervice, to enter into the fervice of the 
*^ king and turn foldien But. as you 
*^ quitted your place in a paffion, fo they 
*' leave the world in a huff. They do 
" not count the coft. They do not <;al- 
" culate upon the darling fins, the habitual 
" pleafures, the eafe and vanities which they 
^^ undertake by their new engagements to 
" renounce, any more than you counted 

*« what 



^iip wfcea foiu ^^[uitted the 4«xuries and 
^ .Mlenets of youf- ^Ihtoe to tenSft ^n the fol- 
**'dier's warfere/ They feave^ is J faict; 
•^ ftea Chriftiafts cheerfal, and they «niftaok 
• the ground, of thefe* che^futaefs^ thef 
^fancied k arde, not becaufe, through' 
^ grjtee they had conquered difficelties, but 
^ beeaufe they had no difficulties in their 
^ patflage. They fancied that religion found 
^^^ toad fmooth, Whereas^ it only helps to 
^ bear wit?i a rough road without com- 
^ plaint. They do not know that thefe 
^ Chriftiatts are of good dieer, not feecaufd 
^^iSne ^orld is free from tribulation, but 
*^%ecaufe Chrift their captain has overcome 
*^ibe world. But the irreligious man, who 
"^^ has only feen the outfideof a Chriftian ni 
^ hfe worldly intercourfe, knows little of his 
^^ fecret confiifts, his trials, his felf-deaials, 
*** his warfare with the world wkhout, arid 
'^^ ^ji/kh his otvn corrupt defires witTiia. 

" The irreligious man quarrels -with the 
*' world on feme fuch occafion as you did 
■ . " with 
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^' with yout places He now puts oathr 
^ outward forms and cerepi^nies of religiony 
^^ and aiTuQiies the badge of Qiriftianityy 
^'' juft as you were ftruck wjih the (hows oS 
" a field day ;' juft as you were plea&d with 

V the mufic and the jnarching, and put on 

V the cockaide an4 .the red qo$t. AU 
" feems fmooth for a Kttle while. He goes 
^' through the outward ' exercifea of a 
•' Chriftian, a degree pf cr.edit attends his 
*' new profeffion, but he never fufpeSs 
'* there is dther difficulty or difcipline at* 
*^ tending it; he fancies religion is a thing 
^' for talking about, and not a thing of the 
*' heart and the life* He never fufpe£ts 
^^ that all the pfalm-finging he joins in, and 
** the fermons he hears, and the other 
" means he is ufing, are only as the exer- 
** cifes and the evolutions of the foldiers, to 
" fit and prepare him for aftual fervice ; 
** and that thefe means are no more religion 
" itfelf, than the exercifes and evolutions 
" of your parade were real warfare. 

«' At 
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** At length fome trial arifes. This 
*' nominal Chriftian is called to diflfer from 

. " the world in fome great point ; fome- 
*' thing happens which may ftrike at his 
*' comfort, or his credit, or fecurity. This 
*' cools his zeal for religion, juft as the 
*' view of an engagement cooled your 
** courage as a foldier. He finds he was 
** only angry with the world, he was not 
** tired of it. He was out of humour 
*' with the world, not becaufe he had 
" feen through its vanity and emptinefs, 
*' but becaufe the world was out of hu- 
** mour with him. He finds that it is an 

. ** eafy thing to be a fair-weather Chriftian, 
** bold where there is nothing to be don^e, 
*' and confident where there is nothing to 

, <« be feared. Difficulties unmade him to 
** others ; temptations unmaflc him to him- 
** felf ; he difcovers, that though he is a 
*' high profeflbr, he is no Chriftian ; juft as 

, *' you found out that your red coat and 
^« your cockade, your fhoulder-knot, and 

.;^ ^ .VOL. V. B B " your 
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*^ your mulket, did not ^prevent you from 
*^ being a coward. 

** Your mifery in the ihilitdry life, lite 
** that of the nominal Chfiftian, arofe from 
*' your love of eafe, your coVardice, and 
*' your felf-ignorance. You riiflied ifato a 
** new way of life, without trying 'after 
*^ one qualification for it. A total change 
** of heart and temper were neceffary for 
*^ your neW calling. With new views and 
*' new principles, the foldier's life would 
*• have been not only eafy but delightful 
" to you. But while with a new profef- 
*' fion you retained your old iiature, it is 
" no wonder if all difcipline feemed intoler- 
^ able to you. 

« The true Chriftian, like the brave fol- 
" dier, is fupported under dangers by a 
•^ flrong faith that the fruits of that viftory 
*' for which he fights will be fafety and 
** peace. But, alas ! the pleafures of 
" this . world are prefent and vifible ; the 
*^ rewards for which he flrives are remote. 

• « He 
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*« He therefore fails, becaufe nothing (hort 
** of a lively faith can ever outweigh a 
<« ftrong prefent t^mptatioii, ii»d lead a 
*' man^to prefer the joys of conqueft to the 
*' pleafures of indulgence/* 
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BETTY BROWN, 

THE 

ST. GILES'S ORANGE GIRL: 

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF 

iMRS. SPONGE, THE MONEY-LENDER. 



-Betty BROWN,the Orange Girl, was born 
nobody knows where, and bred nobody knows 
how. No girl in all the ftreets of London 
could drive a barrow more nimbly, avoid 
pulhing againft paffengers more dextroufly, 
or cry her * fine China Oranges' in a fhril- 
ler voice. But then fhe could neither few, 
nor fpin, nor knit, jior wafli, nor iron, nor 
read, nor fpell. Betty had not been al- 
ways in fo good a fituation as that in which 

we 
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we now defcribe her. She came into the 
world before fo many good gentlemen and 
ladies began to concern themfelves fo kindly 
that the poor might have a little learning. 
There was no charitable fociety then, as 
there is now, to pick up poor friendlefs 
children in the (Ireets *, and put them into 
a good houfe, and give them meat, and 
drink, and lodging, and learning, and teach 
them to get their bread in an honeft way, 
into the bargain. Whereas, this now is 
often the cafe in London; bleifed be God 
who has ordered the bounds of our habitation^ 
and caft our lot in fuch a country ! 

The longeft thing that Betty can remem*- 
ber is, that Ihe ufed to crawl up out of a 
night cellar, ftroU about the flreets, and 
pick cinders from the fcavengers* carts. 
Among the afhes fhe fometimes found fome 
ragged gauze and dirty jibbons ; with thefe 
file ufed to dizen herfelf out, and join the 
jnerry bands on thc^firft of May. This 

* The Philanthropic. 

? B 3 W^S 
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was not however quite fair, as flie did not^ 
lawfully belong either to the^ female daacei^, 
who fbot it gaily rouud the garland, or to 
the footy tribe, who, oii thi^ happy holi- 
day, forget their whole year's toil la 
Portman fquare, cheered by the tender 
bounty of her whofe wit has k)ag enlivened 
the mofl: learned, and whofe tade and ta- 
laots long adorned the moft poKflied focieties^ 
Bettys however, often got a few fcrapsy by 
appearing to belong to both parties. Bnt 
as fhe grew bigger, and was not an idlQ ghrt, 
ihe always put herfelf in the way of doii^ 
fomething. She woald run of eiraiids fot 
the footmen, or fweep the door for the 
maid of any houfe where' flie was known j 
fhe would run and fetch fome porter, 2XiA 
never was once known either to fip a 
drop by the way, or ftcal the pot. Her 
quicknefs and fidelity in doing little jobs, 
got her into favour with a lazy cook-maid, 
who was too apt to give away her mafter's 
cold meat and beer, not to thofe who were 
moft in want, but to thofe whq waited upon 

her^ 
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her, and did tljie little things for hei; which 
fh^ ought to have done herfelf. 

The cook, wtio found Betty a dextrous 
girl, foon eipployed her to fell ends of 
candles, pieces of meat and cheefe, and 
Ivimps of butter, or any thing elfe flie could 
a;ib from the houfe. Thefe were all car- 
ried to her friend Mrs. Sponge, who kept a 
little fhop, and a kind of, eating-houfe for 
popr working people, not far from the 
Seven Dials. She alfo bought, as well as 
fold, many kinds of fecond hand things, 
and was not fcrupulous to know whether, 
what fhe bought was honeftly come by, 
provided fhe could get it for a fixth part of 
what it was worth. But if the owner pre* 
fumed to aflc for its real value, then fhe had 
fudden qualms of confcience, inflantly fuf- 
pefted the things were flolen, and gave her*' 
felf airs of honefty, which often took in 
poor filly people, and gave her a fort of 
half reputation among the needy and the 
ignorant, whofe friend fhe hypocritically 
pretended to be, 

B B 4 To 
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To this artful woman Betty carried the 
cook's pilferings ; and as Mrs. Sponge would 
give no great price for thefe in money, the 
cook was willing to receive payment for her 
eatables in Mrs. Sponge's drinkables ; for 
Ihe dealt in all kinds of fpirits. I ftiall only 
juft remark here, that one receiver, like 
Mrs. Sponge, makes many pilferers, who 
are tempted to commit thefe petty thieve- 
ries, by knowing how eafy it is to difppfc 
of them at fuch iniquitous houfes. 

Betty was faithful to both her employers, 
which is extraordinary, confidering the 
greatnefs of the temptation, and her utter 
ignorance of good and evil. One day fhe 
Ventured to afk Mrs. Sponge, if ftie could 
not affift her to get into a more fettled way 
of life. She told her, that when Ihe rofe 
in the morning fhe never knew where Ihe 
fiiould lie at night, nor was (he ever fure of 
a meal before-hand. Mrs. Sponge afked 
her what fhe thought herfelf fit for ; Betty, 
with fear and trembling, faid, there was 
one trade for which fhe thought herfelf qua- 
lified, 
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lified, but fhe had not the ambition to look 
fo high ; it was for above her humble views } 
this was, to have a barrow, and fell fruit, as 
feveral other of Mrs. Sponge's cuftomers 
did, whom fhe had often looked up to with 
envy, little expefting herfelf even to attain 
fo independent a ftation. 

Mrs, Sponge was an artful woman. Bad 
as fhe was, fhe was always aiming at fome- 
thing of a charafter ; this was a great help 
to her trade. While fhe watched keenly to 
make every thing turn to her own profit, 
fhe had a falfe fawning way of feeming to 
do all fhe did out of pity and kindnefs to 
the diftrefTed; and fhe feldom committed 
an extortion, but fhe tried to make the per- 
fons fhe cheated believe themfelves highly 
obliged to her kindnefs. By thus pretend- 
ing to be their friend, fhe gained their con- 
fidence ; and fhe grew rich herfelf, while 
they thought fhe was only fhewing favour 
to them. Various were the arts fhe had 
of getting rich ; and the money fhe got by 
jgrinding the poor, fhe fpent in the moft 

luxurious 
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lut^^uripu^ Uviiag; v^hil^ (he would haggle 
Mrijth. hjsr hypgry cuftgmers for a fanbipg, 
ftf^ \yould fpend pouai^s oji the ipoft cpftly 
delicacies, for- hexfelf, 

]^rs. Sponge, laying afide that haughty 
look and voice, well kn,o,wn. to, (uch as had 
the misfortune to be in her debt, put on the 
hypocriucal linile an4 foft; ca^j^ting tope, 
which fhe always afliimed, when (faje me^t 
to flatt;?r tier (up^rioifs, or take in her d,e- 
pendents. " ^etty,'^ (a^d fee, « I am re- 
*^ folved to Hand you^r friend. Th^fe are 
'' fad tim,e$ ^0^ b? fure. Money is money 
^' now. Yet I am refolved to p.^t you into 
*^ a handfome way of living. You (hall 
'^ have a barrow, and well furi>i(hed too." 
Betty could not have felt morf joy or gra- 
titude, if ihe had been told that Qie (hould 
have a coach. " Q, madam V- faid Betty, 
" it is imppffibje. I have npt a penny in 
*' the world towards helping me to fet up.'* 
*^ I will take care of that,'' faid Mrs. 
Sponge ; " only you muft do as I bid you.. 
" You mufj: pay me intereft for my money ; 
13 " and 
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^ and you will^ of courfe, be gjad al(b to? 
** pay fo much every night for a nice hoU 
*^ fiipper which I get ready, quite out cf, 
" hindnefs^ for a number of poor working 
*' people. This will be a great comfort foi? 
*^ foch a friendlefs girl as you, for my vic- 
^^ tuals and drink are the beft, and my 
^' company the merrieft of any houfe in, all 
•« St. Giles's/' Betty thought ajl this only 
fo many more favours, and courtefying to 
the ground, faid, *' To be fure, ma'am, and 
^* thank you a thoufand times into the bar- 
** gain. I never could hope for fuch a rife 
'' in life." 

Mrs. Sponge knew what ihe was about, 
Betty was a lively girl, who had a knack at 
learning any thing; and fo well looking 
through all her dirt and rags, that there was 
little doubt ihe would get cuftom. A bar- 
row was foon provided, and five fhillings put 
into Betty's hands. Mrs. Sponge kindly 
condefcended to go to fhew her how to buy 
the fruit -, for it was a rule with this prudent 
gentlewoman, and one from which (he 

never 
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never departed, that no one fhould cheat 
hvft herfelf ; and fufpefling from her own 
lieart the fraud of all other dealers, (he was 
feWom guilty of the weaknefs of being im- 
pofed upon. 

Betty had never poffeffed fuch a fum be- 
fore. She grudged to lay it out all at once, 
and was ready to fancy fhe could live upon 
the capital. The crown, however, was hid 
out to the bed advantage. Betty was care** 
fully taught in what manner to cry her 
oranges ; and received many ufeful leflbns 
how to get off the bad with the good, and 
the ftale with the frefh. Mrs. Sponge alfo 
lent her a few bad fixpences, for which flie 
ordered her to bring home good ones at 
night. Betty flared. Mrs. Sponge faid, 
" Betty, thofe who would get money, muft 
" not be too nice about trifles. Keep one 
*^ofthefe fixpences in your hand, and if 
^' an ignorant young cuftomer gives you a 
*^ good fixpence, do you immediately flip it 
" into your other hand, and give him the 
** bad one, declaring, that it is the very on^ 

*' you 



THE ST. GILESES ORANGE GIRL.^ 38 1 

*' you have juft received, and be ready to 
** fwear that you have not another fixpence 
*' in the world. You muft alfo learn how 
** to treat different forts of cuftomers. To 
*' fome you may put off^ with fafety, goods 
** which would be quite unfaleable to others. 
" Never offer bad fruit, Betty, to thofe who 
** know better ; never wafte the good on 
** thofe who may be put off with worfe ; 
*' put good oranges at top to attrafl: the eye, 
** and the mouldy ones under for fale/* 

Poor Betty had not a nice confcience, for 
(he b^^ never learnt that grand, but Ample 
rule of all moral obligation. Never do that 
to another which you would not have another 
do to you. She fet off with her barrow, as 
, proud and as happy as if flie had been fet 
up in the fineft fliop in Covent Garden. 
Betty had a fort of natural good temper, 
which made her unwilling to impofe, but 
ihe had no principle which told her it was. a 
fm to do fo. She had fuch^ good fuccefs, 
that, when night camcj fhe had not an 
orange left. With a light heart, fhe drove 
her empty barrow to Mrs. Sponge's door. 

She 



She went in with aTnen^y-fece, and tfiretr 
down on the counter ercty ^fiirthmg flic 
had taken. " B^tty," faid Mrs. SpoBge, 
*' 1 have a right to it all, as »it -was got by 
"my money. But I am^tevo generous to 
*^ take it. I will thertfore only take 
" fixpence for this day's lifeof -royifivc 
*' (hillings. This is a mdft ^reiifonaUe in- 
**' tereft, and I will lend you the fame fuin 
•^ to trade with to-morrow, and^b on ; ydu 
*' only paying me fixpence for the irfe df it 
^' every night, which will^bea^netetdbapgain 
^^ to you. Y^ou mud alfo pay me miffdie 
"every night for your fopj^er, am -you 
*^ (hall have an excellent lodging above 
"(lairs; fo you fee every thing ^ill ^naw 
" be provided for you in a genteel msumer, 
*' through my ^enerofity *." 

Poor Betty's gratitude blinded her ^fo 
completely, that (he forgot^to calculate the 
vaft proportion which this getierows beae- 

* For an authentic account of numberlefs frauds 
of this kind, fee that very uftfiil work of Mr. Col' 
quhoun on the Police of the Meiropolis of London, 

&dreJ« 
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feftrefswas to rcceivie but of her little gains. 
She thbught herfelf a happy creature, and 
went in to fupper with a numberof others 
of her own dafs. For this flipper, inld for 
morC' porter ^atid^gm than (he cuglit to hav'e 
drunk, Betty was forced to pay fo high, 
that it ate up all the profits of the day, 
which, added to the daily intereft, made 
Mrs. Sponge a rich return for her five fliil- 
lings. 

Betty was reminded again of the gentility 
bf her new fituation, as fhe crept up to bed 
•in one of Mrs. Sponge's garrets, five ftories 
high. ' This loft, to be fure,'was fmall-, and 
iiid no window, but vi^hat it wanted in light 
was made up in company, as it had three 
beds, and thrice as many lodgers. Thofe 
gentry had one night, in a drunken frolic, 
broken down the door, which happily had 
never been replaced ; for, fince that time,, 
the lodgers had died much feldomer of in- 
•fedious diftempers, than when they were 
clofe fliut in. For this lodging Betty paid 
twice as much to her gi^od friend as Ihe 

would 
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would hare done to a ftranger. Thus fhe 
continued, with great induftry and a thriv- 
ing trade, as poor as on the firfl day, and 
not a bit nearer to faving money enough 
to buy her even a pair of flioes, though her 
feet were nearly on the ground. 

One day, as Betty was driving her barrow 
through a ftreet near'Holborn, a. lady from 
a window called out to her that fhe wanted 
fome oranges. While the fervant went to 
fetch a plate, the lady entered into fome 
talk with Betty, having been ftruck with 
her honeft countenance and civil manner.' 
She queftioned her as to her way of Ufe, 
and the profits of her trade ; and Betty, 
who had never been fo kindly treated be- 
fore by fo genteel a perfon, was very com- 
municative. She told her little hiftory as 
far as fhe knew it, and dwelt much on the 
generofity of Mrs. Sponge, in keeping her 
in her houfe, and trufting her with fo large 
a capital as five fhillings. At firfl: it found- 
ed like a very good-natured thing ; but the 
lady, whofe hufband was one of the juftices 

of 
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of the new police^, happened to know more 
of Mrs, Sponge than was good, which led 
her to inquire ftill further. Betty owned, 
that/ to hfi'fore it was not all clear profit, 
for that befides that the hi^ price of the 
fupper ai^dhcd ran away with all fhe got, 
ihe paid fix-pence a-day for the ufe of the 
five fhillings. " And how long have you 
" done this ?'* faid the lady. ** About a- 
** year, madam.'' 

The lady's cye§ were at oace opened. 
** My pogr girl," faid fbe, ^* do you know 
*' that you have already paid for that fingle 
" fivefliillings theenormpusfumof 7I. los.? 
" I believe it is the moft profitable five (hil- 
*' Ibgs Mrs. Sponge ever laid out."^— " O, 
^* no, madam," laid thie girl, ** that good 
** gentlewoman does the fame kindnefs to 
** ten or twelve other poor friendlefs crea- 
« tures like me."^« Does Ihe fo?" faid 
the lady, " then I never heard of a more 
** lucrative trade than this woman carries 
*' on, under the mafe of charity, at the ex- 
voi,. V, c c " pence 
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^^ pence of her poor deluded fellow-crea- 
« tures." 

r " But, madam,** faid Betty, who did not 
comprehend this lady's arithmetic, ^^ what 
" can I do ? 1 now contrive to pick up a 
" morfel of bread without begging or ftcal- 
*• ing. Mrs. Sponge has been very good 
** to me; and I don't fee how I dan help 
"myfelf." 

*' I will tell you," faid the lady : " if you 
** will follow my advice, you may not only 
" maintain yourfelf honeftly, but independ- 
" ently. Only oblige yourfelf to live hard 
" for a little time, till you have faved five 
" fhillings out of your own earnings. Give 
" up that expenfive fupper at night, drink 
" only one pint of porter, and no gin at all. 
** As foon as you have fcraped together the 
*^ five fhillings, carry it back to your falfe 
** friend ; and if you are induftrious, you 
" will, at the end of the year, have faved 
" 7 1. I OS. If you can make a Ihift to live 
" now, when you have this heavy intereft 

"to 
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*^ to pay, judge how things will mend \vhen 
your capital becomes your own. You 
** will put fome clothes on your back ; and, 
** by leaving the ufe of fpirits, and the coih- 
*Vpany in which you drink thetn, your 
^* health, your morals, and your condition, 
"will mend/' 

The lady did not talk thus to fave her 
money. She would willingly have given the 
girl the five fhillings ; but flie thought it 
was beginning at the. wrong end. She 
wanted to try her. Befides, flie knew there 
was more pleafure, as well as honour, in 
poffeffing five fhillings of one's own faving, 
than of another's giving. Betty promifed 
,to obey. She owned fhe had got ho good 
by the company or the liquor at Mts. 
Sponge's. She promifed that very night 
to begin faving the expence of the fupper ; 
and that fhe would not tafle a drop of gin 
till fhe had the five fhillings beforehand. 
The lady, who knew the power of good 
habits, was contented with this, thinking, 
that if the girl could abfVain for a certain 
c c 3 time. 



5^8 BETTY BKOWKy 

time, it would become eafy to her. She 
iberefore, at preTentt faid little about the 
^ of drwking^ aud only infifted on die ^x^ 
penee oi it. 

In a very few weeks Betty had laved up 
the five flullings* She went to cany bade 
this money with great gratitude to Urs. 
Sponge. This kind friend began to abufe 
her mod unmercifully. She called her 
many hard names, not fit to repeat, for hav* 
ing forlaken the fupper, by which ihefwore 
ihe herfelf got nothmg at all ^ but as flie 
had the charity to drefs it for fuch b^garly 
wretches, ihe infifted they fhould pay for 
it, whether they eat it or not. She alia 
brought in a heavy fcore for lodging, 
though Betty had paid for it every night, 
and had given notice of her intending to 
quit her. By all thefe &lfe pretences, ihe 
got from her not only her own five (hilHngs,. 
but all the little capital with which Betty 
was going to fet up for herfelf. All was 
not fufficient to anfwer her demands, ihe: 
declared (he would fi^nd her to priibn; but 

while 
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while flie went to call a conftable, Betty 
contrived to make oflF. 

With a light pocket and a heavy heart, 
the went back to the lady; and with many 
tears told her fad ftory. The lady's huf-' 
band, the juftice, condefcended to liften to 
Betty's talc. He faid Mrs. Sponge had long 
been upon his books as a receiver of ftolen 
. goods. Betty's evidence ftrengthened hi^ 
bad opinion of her. " This petty fyftem 
** of ufury/' faid the magiftrate, " may bef 
** thought trifling; but it will no longer 
*' appear fo, when you refleft, that if one 
** of thefe female Iharpcrs pofleifes a capita* 
^ of feventy (hillings, or 3 1. 10 s. with fdur* 
** teen fteady regular cuftomcrs, (he can re- 
" aliac a fixed income of one hundred' 
^^ guineas a-year. Add to this the influence 
** fueh a loan gives her over thefe friendlefs 
^^ creatures, by compelling them to eat at 
^* her houfe, or lodge, or buy liquors, or by 
*^ taking their pawns, and you will fee the 
*' extent of the evil. I pity thefe poor vic- 
" tims : you, Betty, fhall pdnt out fome of 
c c 3 *' them 
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*' them to me. I will endeavour to open 
** their eyes on their own bad management. 
** It is not by giving to the importunate fliil- 
^^ lings and halfcrowns, and turning them 
*^ adrift to wait for. the next accidental re- 
** lief, that much good is done. It faves 
" trouble, indeed, but that trouble being 
** the mod valuable part of charity ought 
" not to be fpared ; at leaft by thofe who 
** have leifure as well as affluence. It is 
*' one of the greateft afts of kindnefs to 
** the poor to mend their ceconomy, and to 
" give them right views of laying out their 
*' little money to advantage. Thefe poor 
" blinded creatures look no farther than to 
*^'be able to pay this heavy intereft every 
'* night, and to obtain the fame loan on the 
" fame hard terms the next. day. Thus are 
" they kept in poverty and bondage all their 
" lives ; but I hope as many as hear of this 
" will get on a better plan, and I (hall be 
" ready to help any who are willing to help 
" themfelves.'* This worthy magiftrate 
went direftly to Mrs. Sponge's with pro- 
per 
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per officers j and he foon got to the bottom 
of many iniquities. He not only made her 
refund poor 3etty*s money, but committed 
her to prifon for receiving ftolen goods, and 
various other oflFences, which may, perhaps, 
make the fubjeft of another hiftory. 

Betty was now fet up in trade to her 
heart's content. She had found the benefit 
of leaving oflf fpirits, and fhe refolved to drink 
them no more. The firft fruits of this re- 
folution was, that in a fortnight fhe bought 
her a new pair of fhoes ; and as there was 
x^ow no dedu£tion for interefl, or for gin, 
her earnings became confiderable. The 
lady made her a prefent of a gown and a 
hat, on the eafy condition that fhe fhould 
go to church* She accepted the terms, at 
^rft rather as an ad of obedience to the 
lady, than from a fenfe of higher duty. 
But fhe foon began to go from a better mo- 
tive. This conftant attendance at church, 
joined to the inflrudions of the lady, open* 
ed a new world to Betty. She now heard, 
for the firll time, that fhe was a finner; 
c c 4 that 
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that God bad given a law which was holy, 
juft, and good ; that (he had broken this 
kw, had been a fwearer, a fabbath-breaker, 
and had lived without God in the wdfld. 
All this was fad news to Betty ; fhe knew, 
indeed, before, that there were finners, but 
flie thought they were only to be found in 
the prifons, or at Botany Bay, or in thofe 
mournful carts which (he had foitietimes 
followed with her barrow, with the unthink- 
ing crowd, to Tyburn. She was deeply 
(truck with the great truths revealed in the 
Scripture, which were quite new to her ; 
her heart fmote her, and (he became an- 
xious to flee from the wrath to come. She 
was defirous of improvement, and faid, 
" (he would give up all the pro(its of her 
" barrow, and go into the hardeft fervice, 
" rather than live in fm and ignorance." 

" Betty," faid the lady, " I am glad to 
" fee you fo well difpofed, and will do what 
" I can foi^ you. Your ptefeiit way of life, 
" to be fure, expofes you to much danger ; 
'< but the tiade is not unlawful in itfelf, and 

" we 
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*^ may pleafe God la any calling, provided 
*' it be not a diflioneft one. In this great 
** town there muft be barrow-women to fell 
^' fruit. Do you, then, inftead of forfaking 
" your bufinefs, fet a good example to 
** thofe in it, and fhew them, that though a 
*' dangerous trade, it need not be a wicked 
one. Till Providence points out fome 
** fafer way of getting your bread, let your 
'* companions fee, that it is poffible to be 
*' good even in this. Your trade being car- 
*' ried on in the open ftreet, and your fruit 
*' bought in an open fliop, you are not fo 
** much obliged to keep finful company as 
*' may be thought. Take a garret in an 
*' honeft houfe, to which you may go home 
*i in fafety at night, I will give you a bed 
" and a few neceffaries to furnifli your 
** room ; and I will alfo give you a con* 
*' ftant Sunday's dinner. A barrow-wo- 
" man, blelfed be God and our good laws, 
*' is as much her own.miftrefs on Sundays 
*' as a duchefs ; and the church and the 
" Bible are as much open to her. ^ You 

" may 
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** may foon learn as much of religion as you 
*' arc expefted to know. A barrow-wo- 
^^ man may pray as heartily morning and 
*' night, and ferve God as acceptably all 
*' day, while (he is carrying on her little 
" trade, as if (he had her whole time to 
** fpare. 

*^ To do this well, you muft miiid the 
^* following 

" RUI^KS FOR RETAIL DEALERS: 

*^ Rejijl every temptation to cheat. 

*^ Never impofe bad goods on falfe pretences. 

'' Never put off bad money for good. 

*^ Never ufe prophane or uncivil language. 

*' Never fwear your goods coft fo much, 
" when you know it is falfe. By fo doing 
^' you are guilty of two fins in one breath, 
" a lie and an oath. 

*^ To break thefe. rules, will be your 
*' chief temptation. God will mark how 
*' you behave under them, and will reward 
*' or punifli you accordingly, Thefe tempt- 

" ations 
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" ations will be as great to you, as higher 
*' trials are to higher people ; but you have 
*' the fame God to look to for ftrength to 
" refifl: them as they have. You muft pray 
'^ to him to give you this ftrength. Yovl 
" fhall attend a Sunday-fchool, where you 
'^ will be taught thefe good things ; and I 
" will promote you as you fhall be found to 
'' deferve." 

Poor Betty here burft into tears of joy 
and gratitude, crying out, " What ! (hall 
" fuch a poor friend lefs creature as I be 
'^ treated fo kindly and learn to read the 
'^ word of God too ? Oh, madam, what a 
*^ lucky chance brought me to your door !" 
— " Betty," faid the lady, " what you have 
"juft faid, fhews the need you have of 
'* being better taught ; there is no fuch 
^^ thing as chance ; and we offend God 
'^ when we call that luck or chance which 
*' is brought about by his will and pleafure. 
*' None of the events of your life have hap- 
^' pened by chance ; but all have been un- 
^^ der the direflion of . a good and kind 

« Pro- 
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*^ ProTideiice. He has permitted you to 
<^ experience want and diftrefs, that you 
^^ might acknowledge his hand in your pre«> 
•* fcnt comfort and profperity. Above all, 
** you/ muft blefs his goodnefs in ^fending 
** you to me, not only becaufe I have been 
*' of ufe to you in your worldly aflfairs, but 
^^ becaufe he has enaUed me to fhew you 
** the danger of your ftate from fin and ig- 
*• norance, and to put you in a way to know 
^ his will and to keep his commandments, 
^* which is eternal life.*' 

How Betty, by induftry and piety, rofe 
in the world, till at length (he came to keep 
that handfome faufage-fiiop near the Seven 
Dials, and was married to that very hack- 
ney-coachman, whofe hiftory and honeft 
charafter may be learned from that ballad 
of the Cheap Repofitory which bears his 
name, may be ihewn hereafter* 



BLACK GILES 

THE POACHER; 



CONTAIHINC 



tome Account of a Family who had rather live ij. 
their Wits than their Work. 



PART I. 



Poaching Giles lives on the borders of 
one of thofe great moors in Somerfetfliire. 
Giles, to be fure, has been a fad fellow in 
his time ; and it is none of his fault if his 
whole family do not end their career either 
at the gallows or at Botany Bay. He lives 
at that mud cottage with the broken win- 
dows, fluffed with dirty rags, juft beyond 
the gate which divides the Upper from the 

Lower 
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Lower Moor. You may know the houfe 
at a good diftance by the ragged tiles on 
the roof, and the loofe ftones which are 
ready to drop out from the chimney; 
though a (hort ladder, a hod of mortar, and 
half an hour's leifure time, would have pre- 
vented all this, and made the little dwelling 
tight enough. But as Giles had never 
learnt anything that was good, fo he did not 
know the value of fuch ufeful fayings, as, 
that a " a tile in time faves nine/* 

Befides this, Giles fell into that common 
miftake, that a beggarly looking cottage, 
and filthy ragged children, raifed moft com- 
paflion, and of courfe drew mofl: charity. 
But as cunning as he was in other things, 
he was out in his reckoning here; for it is 
neatners, houfewifery, and a decent appear- 
ance, which draw the kindnefs of the rich 
and charitable, while they turn away dif- 
gufted from filth and lazinefs ; not out of 
pride, but becaufe they fee that it is next to 
impoffible to mend the condition of thofe 
who degrade themfelves by dirt and floth ; 

and 
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and few people care to help thofe who will 
not help themfelvcs. 

The common on which Giles's hovel 
^ands, is quite a deep marfh in a wet win- 
ter: but in fummer it looks green and 
pretty enough. To be fure it would be 
rather convenient when one paffes that way 
in a carriage, if one of the children would 
run out and open the gate : but inftead of 
any one of them running out as foon as they 
hear the wheels, which would be quite time 
enough, what does Giles do, but fet all his 
ragged brats, with dirty faces, matted locks, 
and naked feet and legs, to lie all day upon 
a fand-bank hard by the gate, waiting for 
the flender chance of what may be picked 
up from travellers. At the found of a car- 
riage, a whole covey of thefe little fcare- 
crows ftart up, rufh to the gate, and all at 
once thrurt: out their hats and aprons ; and 
for fear this, together with the noife of their 
clamorous begging, fhould not fufEciently 
frighten the liorfes, they are very apt to let 
the gate flap full againft you, before you are 

half- 
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half-way through, in their eager icuffle to 
fnatch from each other the halfpence which 
you may have thrown out to them. I know 
two ladies who were one day very near being 
killed by thefe abominable tricks. 

Thus five or fix little idle creatures, who 
might be earning a trifle by knitting at 
home, who might be ufeful to the public by 
working in the field, and who might afBft 
their families by learning to get their bread 
twenty honeft ways, are fuflfered to lie about 
all day, in the hope of a few chance half* 
pence, which, after all, they are by no 
means fure of getting. Indeed, when the 
neighbouring gentlemen found out that 
opening the gate was the family trade, they 
foon left off giving anything. And I my- 
felf, though I ufed to take out a peimy 
ready to give, had there been only one to 
receive it, when 1 fee a whole family efta- 
bliflied in fo beggarly a trade, quietly put it 
back again in my pocket, and give nothing 
at all. And fo few travellers pafs that way, 
that fometimes, after the whole family have 

loft 
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loft a day, their gains do not amount to 
two-pence. 

As Giles had a far greater ta;fte for living 
by his wits than his work, he was at jcsde 
time in hopes that his children nriglit have 
got a pretty penny by tumbling for the 
diverfion of travellers, and he fet aboiyt 
training rhem in that indecent pradbice; 
but unluckily the moors being level, the 
carriages travelled fafter than the children 
tumbled. He envied thoie parents who 
lived on the London road, over the Wilt- 
(hire Downs, which Downs being very 
billy, it enables* the tumbler to keep pace 
with the traveller, till he fometimes extorts 
from the light and unthinking a reward 
inftead of a reproof. I beg leave, however, 
to put all gentlemen and ladies in mind 
that fuch tricks are a kind of apprenticeihip 
to the trades of begging and thieving ; ahd 
that nothing is more injurious to good 
morals, than to encourage the poor in any 
habits which may lead them to Jive upon 
chance. 

VOL. y. D D Giles, 
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Giles, to be fure, as his children grew 
older, began to train them to fuch other 
employments as the idle habits they had 
learned at the gate very properly qualified 
them for. The right of common, which 
fome of the poor cottagers have in that 
part of the country, and which is doubtlefs 
a confiderable advantage to many, was 
converted by Giles into the means of cor- 
rupting his whole family ; for his children, 
as foon as they grew too big for the trade 
of begging at the gate, were promoted to 
the dignity of thieving on the moor. Here 
he kept two or three affes, miferable beings, 
which, if they had the good fortune to efcape 
an untimely death by ftarving, did not feil 
to meet with it by beating. Some of the 
biggeft boys were fent out witli thefe lean 
and galled animals to carry fand or coals 
about the neighbouring towns. Both fand 
and coals were often ftolen before they got 
them to fell ; or if not, they always took 
care to cheat in felling them. By long 
praQice in this art, they grew fo dextrous, 

that 
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that they could give a pretty good guefs 
how large a coal they could crib out of 
every bag before the buyer would be likely 
to mifs it. 

All their odd time was taken up under 
the pretence of watching their affes on the 
moor, or running after five or fix half* 
ftarved geefe: but the truth is, thefe boys 
were only watching for an opportunity to 
fteal an odd goofe of their neighbour's, 
while they pretended to look after their 
own. They ufed alfo to pluck the quills 
or the down from thefe poor live creatures^ 
or half milk a cow before the farmer's 
maid came with her pail. They all knew 
how to calculate to a minute what time to 
be down in a morning to let out their lank 
hungry beafts, which they had turned over- 
night into the farmer's field to (leal a little 
good pafture. They contrived to get there 
juft time enough to efcape being caught in 
replacing the ftakes they had pulled out for 
the cattle to get over. For Giles was a 
prudent long-headed fellow j and wherever 
D D 2 he 
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he ftole food for his colts, took t:i|Tc never 
to fteal ftakes from the hedges at the fame 
place. He had fenfe enough to know that 
the gain did not make up for the danger ; 
he knew that a loofc faggot, pulled from a 
neighbour's pile of wood after the family 
were gone to bed, anfwered the end better, 
and was not half the trouble. 

Among the many trades which Giles 
profeffed, he fometimes praftifed that of a 
rat-catcher ; but he was addifted to fo many 
tricks, that he never followed the fame 
trade long ; for detedion will, fooner or 
later, follow the bed concerted villainy. 
Whenever he was fent for to a farm-houfe, 
his cuftom was to kill a few of the old rats, 
always taking care to leave a little ftock of 
young ones alive fufficient to keep up the 
" breed ; for,'* faid he, " if I were to be 
" fuch a fool as to clear a houfe or a barn at 
^* once, how would my trade be carried on?'* 
And where any barn was over-ftocked, he 
ufed to borrow a few rats from thence juft 
to people a neighbouring granary which had 

none J 
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none ; and he might have gone on till now, 
had he not unluckily been caught one event- 
ing emptying his cage of rats under parfon 
Wilfon's barn-door. 

This worthy, minifter, Mr. Wilfon, ufed 
to pity the neglefted children of Giles, as 
much as he blamed the wicked parents. 
He one day picked up Dick, who was far 
the beft of Giles's bad boya. Dick was 
loitering about in a field behind the par- 
fon's garden in fearch of a hen's neft, his 
mother having ordered him to bring home 
a few eggs that night, by hook or by crook, 
as Giles was refolved to have fome pan- 
cakes for fupper, though he knew that eggs 
were a penny a-piece. Mr. Wilfon had 
long been defirous of fnatching fome of 
this vagrant family from ruin ; and his chief 
hopes were bent on Dick, as the leaft 
hackneyed in knavery. He had once given 
him a new pair of flioes, on his promifing 
to go to fchool next Sunday ; but no fooner 
had Rachel, the boy's mother, got the (hoes ^ 
into her clutches, than flie pawned them 
p D 3 for 
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for a bottle of gin, and ordered the boy to 
keep out of the parfon's fight, and to be 
fure to play his marbles on Sunday for the 
future at the other end of the parifh, and 
not near the church-yard. Mr. Wilfon, 
however, picked up the boy onc« more ; for 
It was not his way to defpair of any body. 
Dick was juft going to take to his heels, as 
ufual, for fear the old ftory of the (hoes 
Ihould be brought forward ; but finding he 
could ftot get off, what does he do but run 
into a little puddle of muddy water which 
lay between him and the parfon, that the 
fight of his naked fe6t might not bring on 
the dreaded fubjefit. Now it happened that 
Mr. Wilfon was planting a little field of 
beans, fo he thought this a good oppor- 
tunnity to employ Dick; and he told him 
he had got fome pretty eafy work for him. 
Dick did as he was bid ; he willingly went 
to work, and readily began to plant his 
beans with difpatch and regularity, accord- 
f. ing to the direftions given him. 

While the boy was bufily at work by 

himfelf, 
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himfelf, Giles happened to come by, having 
been Ikulking round the back way to look 
over the parfon's garden wall, to fee if there 
was any thing worth climbing over for on 
the enfuing night. He fpied Dick, and 
began to fcold him for working for the 
ftingy old parfon ; for Giles had a natural 
antipathy to whatever belonged to the 
church. " What has he promifed thee 
" a-day ?*' faid he'; " little enough I dare 
** fay." " He is not to pay me by the 
** day,*' faid Dick, " but fays he will give 
** me fo much when I have planted this 
" peck, and fo much for the next.** " Oh, 
"oh! that alters the cafe," faid Giles. 
** One may, indeed, get a trifle by this fort 
" of work. I hate your regular day-jobs, 
" where one can't well avoid doing one's 
** work for one's money. Come, give me 
" a handful of the beans j I will teach thee 
** how to plant when thou art paid for 
*' planting by the peck. All we have to 
^^ do in that cafe is to difpatch the work as 
" faft as we can, and get rid of the beans 
PD 4 
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^ with all fpeed ; and as to the feed coming 
^ up or not, that is no bufinefs of our*st 
** we are paid for planting, not for growing. 
•* At the rate thou goeft on thou would'ft 
" not get fixpence to-night. Come along, 
•* bury away," So faying, he took his hat- 
ful of the feed, and where Dick had been 
ordered to fet one bean, Giles buried a 
dozen : of courfe the beans were foon out. 
But though the peck was emptied, the 
ground was unplanted. But cunning Giles 
knew this could not be found out till the 
time when the beans might be expeded to 
come up, " and then, Dick,** fays he, ^' the 
*' fnails and the mice may go fhares in the 
•• blame ; or we can lay the fault on the 
** rooks or the black-birds.** So faying, 
he fent the boy into the parfonage to receive 
his pay, taking care to fecure about a quarter 
©f the peck of beans for his own colt. He 
iput both bag and beans into his own pocket 
tb carry home, bidding Dick tell Mr. Wil- 
fon that he had planted the beans and loft 
the b^gr 
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In the mean time Giles's other boys were 
bufy in emptying the pond's and trout- 
ftreams in the neighbouring manor. They 
would fteal away the carp and tench when 
they were no bigger than gudgeons. By 
this untimely depredation they plundered 
the owner of his property, without enrich* 
ing themfelves. But the pleafure of mif- 
ehief was reward enough. Thefe, and a 
hundred other little thieveries, they com- 
mitted with fuch dexterity, that old Tim 
Crib, whofe fon was tranfported laft affizes 
for (heep-ftealing, ufed to be often reproach*- 
ing his boys, that Giles's fons were worth a 
hundred of fuch blockheads as he had ; for 
fci^arce a night paft but Giles had fome little 
comfortable thing for fupper which his boys 
had pilfered in the day, while his undtiyful 
dogs never dole any thing worth having. 
Giles, in the mean time, was bufy in his 
way, but as bufy as he was in laying nets, 
ftarting coveys, and training dogs, he always 
took care that his depredations fliould not 
be cpnfined merely to game. 

Giles's 
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Gilcs's boys had never feen the infide of 
a church fince they were chriftcned, and 
the father thought he knew his own intereft 
better than to force them to it ; for church- 
time was the feafon of their harveft. Then 
the hens* nefts were fearched, a ftray duck 
was clapped under the fmock frock, the 
tools which might have been left by chance 
in a farm-yard were picked up, and all the 
neighbouring pigeon-houfes were thinned, 
fo that Giles ufed to boaft to tawny Rachel 
his wife, that Sunday was to them the moft 
profitable day in the week. With her it 
was certainly the moft laborious day, as flie 
always did her wafbing and ironing on the 
Sunday morning, it being, as (he faid, the 
only leifure day (he had, for on the other 
day ihe went about the country telling 
fortunes, and felling dream books and 
wicked fongs. Neither her hufband's nor 
her children's clothes were ever mended, 
and if Sunday, her idle day, had not come 
about once in every week, it is likely they 
would never have been, walhed neither. 

You 
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You might, however, fee her as you were 
going to church fmoothing her own rags 
on her beft red cloak, which fhe always 
ufed for her ironing-cloth on Sundays, for 
her cloak when fte travelled, and for her 
blanket at night ; fuch a wretched manager 
was Rachel ! Among her other articles of 
trade, one was to make and fell peppermint,^ 
and other diftilled waters. Thefe Ihe had 
the cheap art of making without trouble 
and without expence, for (he made them 
without herbs and without a flill. Her way 
was, to fill fo many quart bottles with plain 
water, putting a fpoonful of mint water in 
the mouth of each ; thefe ihe corked down 
with rofin, carrying to each cuftomer a 
phial of real diftilled water to tafte by way 
of fample. This was fo good that her 
bottles were commonly bought up without 
being opened ; but if any fufpicion arofe, 
and (he was forced to uncork a bottle, by 
the few drops of diftilled water lying at top, 
flie even then efcaped deteftion, and took 
care to get out of reach before the bottle 

was 
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was Opened a fecond time. She was too 
prudent ever to go twice to the fame 
boufe. 

The upright Magi/irate^ 

There is hardly any petty raifchicf that 
is not connefted with the life of a poacher. 
Mr. Wilfon was aware of this ; he was not 
only a pious clergyman, but an upright 
juftice. He ufed to fay, that people who 
were truly confcientious, muft be fo in fmall 
things as well as in great ones, or they 
would deftroy the effeft of their own pre- 
- cepts, and their example would not be of 
general ufe. For this reafon he never would 
accept of a hare or a partridge from any 
unqualified perfon in his parifii. He did 
not content himfelf with fhuffling the thing 
off by alking no queftions, and pretending 
to take it for granted in a general way that 
the game was fairly come at ; but he ufed 
to fay, that by receiving the booty he con- 
nived at a crime, made himfelf a fharer in 
it, and if he gave a prefent to the man who 

bought 
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bought It, he even tempted him to repeat 
the fault. 

One day poor Jack Wefton, an honed 
fellow in the neighbourhood, whom Mr. 
Wilfon had kindly vifited and relieved in a 
loiig iicknefs, from which he was but juil 
recovered, was brought before him as he 
was fitting on the Juftice's bench ; Jack was 
accufed of having knocked down a hare ; 
and of all the birds in the air, who Ihould 
•the informer be but black Giles the poach- 
er ? Mr. Wilfon was grieved at the charge, 
he had a great regard for Jack, but he had 
ftill a greater regard for the law. The poor 
fellow pleaded guilty. He did not deny 
the fad, but faid he did not confider it as a 
crime, for he did not think game was pri- 
vate property, and he owned he had a ftrong 
•temptation for doing what he had done, 
which be hoped would plead in his excufe. 
The Juftice defired to know what this temp- 
tation was. " Sir,** faid the poor fellow, 
*' you know I was given over this fpring in 
^* a bad fever. I had no friend in the 

" world 
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** world but you, fir. Under God you 
f' faved my life by your charitable relief; 
" and I truft alfo you may have helped to 
*' fave my foul by your prayers and your 
•' good advice ; for, by the grace of God, I 
*' have turned over a new leaf fince that 
" ficknefs.'' 

" I know I can never make you amends 
** for all your goodnefs, but I thought it 
" would be fome comfort to my full heart 
*^ if I could but once give you fome little 
*^ token of my gratitude. So I had trained 
*' a pair of nice turtle doves for Madam 
** Wilfon, but they were ftolen from me, 
" fir, and I do fufpefl: Black Giles ftole 
" them. Yefterday morning, fir, as I was 
'^ crawling out to my work, for I am ftill 
" but very weak, a fine hare ran acrofs my 
" path. I did not ftay to confider whether 
'' it was wrong to kill a hare, but I felt it 
'* was right to (hew my gratitqde ; fo, fir, 
'' without a moment's thought I did knock 
" down the hare, which I was going to carry 
" to your worfliip, becaufe I knew madam 

" was 
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** was fond of hare. I am truly forry for 
" my fault, and will fubmit to whatever 
" punifliraent your worfhip may pleafe to 
^' inflia/' 

Mr. Wilfon was much moved with this 
honeft confeffion, and touched with the 
poor fellow's gratitude. What added to 
the efFeft of the ftory, was the weak condi- 
tion and pale fickly looks of the offender. 
But this worthy magiftrate never fuffered 
his feelings to bias his integrity ; he knew 
that he did not fit on that bench to indulge 
pity^ but to adminifter juftice ; and while he 
was forry for the offender, he would never 
juftify the offence. " John,'* faid he, " lam 
" furprifed that you could for a moment 
'* forget that I never accept any gift which 
" caufes the giver to break a law. On 
" Sunday I teach you from* the pulpit the 
" laws of God, whofe minifter I am. At 
" prefent I fill the chair of the magiftrate, 
*' to enforce and execute the laws of the 
*f land. Between thofe and the others there 
*^ is taore connexion than you are aware. 

*^ Lthank 
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•* I thank you, John, for your affeftion to 
•* me, and I admire your gratitude; but I 
" muft not allow either affe&ion or grati- 
** tude to be brought as a plea for a wrong 
*^ aftion. It is not your bufinefs nor mine, 
** John, to fettle whether the game laws are 
** good or bad. Till they are repealed we 
** muft obey thera. Many, I doubt not, 
** break thefe laws through igiiorance, and 
" many, I ain certain, who would not dare 
** to fteal a goofe or a turkey, make no 
** fcruple of knocking down a hare or a par- 
" tridge. You will hereafter think yourfelf 
** happy that this your fir ft attempt has 
*' proved unfuccefsful, as I truft you are 
** too honeft a fellow ever to intend to turn 
*' poacher. With poaching much moral 
*' evil is connefted ; a habit of nightly 
*' depredation ; a cuftom of prowling in 
** the dark for prey produces in time a 
" difrelifli for honeft labour. He whofe 
*' firft offence was committed without much 
*' thought or evil intention, if he happens 
.*' to fucceed a few times in carrying, off his 
*9 c« booty 
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^^ booty undifcovered, grows bolder and 
^'^ bolder; and when he fancies there is 
^' no fhsurie attending it, he very foon gets 
^' to perfuade himfelf that there is alfo no 
^^ fin. While fome people pretend a fcruple 
^' about 'ftealhxg a flieep, they partly live by 
^' plundering of warrens. But remembef 
** that the warrener pays a highTentj and 
** that therefore his .rabbits are as much his 
*^ property as his fheep. Do not then de- 
** ceive yourfelves with thefe falfe diftinc- 
^* tion?. All property is facred, and as the 
*^ laws of the land- are intended to fence in 
•* that property, he who brings up his chil- 
** dren to break down any of thefe fences, 
** brings them ^ up to certain fin and ruin. 
** He who begins with robbing orchards, 
** rabbit-warrens, and fifli-ponds, will proba- 
" blyend with horfe ftealing or highway rob* 
^' bery. Poaching is a regular apprentice- 
** ihip to bolder crimes. He whom I may 
f^ commit as a boy to fit in the: ftocks 
** for killing a partridge, maybe likely to 
" end at the gallows for killing -a man. 
VOL. v. E E " Obferve, 
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^ Obferte^ you who nofw hear me, the 
*^ ftriftnefs and impartiality of juftice. I 
** know Giles to be a worthlefsfdilow, yet 
•' it is my duty to take his ii^ocmation ; I 
^ know Jack Wcfton to be axi hdneft youth, 
^ yetil muftTbe obBged to xnidoB him pay 
^ the penalty.' Oiies is a bad mtni, but be 
** can prove this fad ; Jadt is, a ^worthy lad, 
*Vbut he has committed tWs'&tiit. Jam 
" forry for you. Jack ; bui do not kt it 
*> grieve you that Giles babiplaiyed worfe 
*/ tricks a hundred times, and yet got off, 
Jf; whik you were detected in the very flrft 
"offence, for that would be grieving be- 
*^ caufe you are not fo great .a rogjie as 
'^ Giles. At this mcnnent you think yduf 
« good luck is Very unequal) but all this 
f ^ will oae day turn out in your favour. 
5'' Giles i$:^t the.ijG^re i favourite of Hea- 
't . ven becaufe he-has hi^erto dcaped Bo* 
^^tariyiBay or the Hiilfcs ; lidr Jis it .any 
l^-mark of Godfs difpkafuteiagain&.youj 
♦f John^ thit^you. we're found out.m your 
" very Jril^.attfenipli.':' . ' 'j. 1 :: *.: . 
.-. .::( 8^ -; . Heic 



Here th'6 gdod Juffice left off f^aking^: 
and ko lotife could cohtWdiA the triith of 
what he had faid. Weftoh htimbly fiib- 
mitted to his fentence, but he was very 
poor, and knew not where to raife the 
money to pay his fine. His charafter had 
always been fo fair^ that feveral farmers 
prefent kindly agreed to advance a trifle 
each to prevent his being lent to prifon, 
and he thfinkfuUy proihifed to work out 
the debt. The Juftic6 hitrifelf, though he 
could not fofteh the law, yet fliewed Weftoh 
fo roijch kindnefs, that he was enabled j 
before the y^af was out, to g^t out of this 
difficulty. . He began to think more fcri- 
oufly thafi he had ever yet done, ind grew 
to abhor jJodchirig, not merely from feir 
but from principle. 

- We (hall fooii fee whethet J>oachihg Giles 
always got off ft) fuccefsfuUy; Here we have 
jFe^n that t^^oi'ldly ptoQierity is nb fare figd 
'of gdoflnbfs. Next month we may^ pdt^- 
haps, fefe that thfe " triumphing df thfe 
" vdckfed is fhort j*' for 1 then proinilfe tp 
£ E 2 give 



4dO BLACK GILES THE POACHER^ 

give the Second Part of the Poacher, to- 
gether with the entertaining ftory of the 
Widow Brown's Apple-Tree. 



PART II. 
liijiory of Widow Brown^s Appte-Tree. 

I THINK my readers got fo well acquaint- 
ed lad month with Black Giles the poacher, 
that they will not expeft, this month, to 
hear any great good, either of Giles himfelf, 
his wife Rachel, or any of their family. I 
am forry to expofe their tricks, but it is 
their fault, not mine. If I pretend to fpeak 
about people at all, I muft tell the truth. I 
am fure, if folks would but turn about and 
mend, it would be a thoufand times plea- 
fanter to me to write their hiftories ; for it 
is no comfort to tell of any body's faults. 
If the<world would but grow good, I fliould 
be glad aiough to publifli it ; but till ft 
really becomes fo, I mud go on defcribing 

it 
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It as It is ; otherwife, I (hould only miflead 
my readers, inftead of inftrudling them. It 
IS the duty of a faithful hiftorian to' relate 
the evil with the good. 

As to Giles and his boys, I am fure old 
widow Brown has good reafon to remem- 
ber their dexterity. Poor woman ! fhe had 
a fine little bed of onions, in her neat and 
well-kept garden ; (he was very fond of her 
onions, and many a rheumatifm has fhe 
caught by kneeling down to weed them in 
a damp day, notwithftanding the little flan- 
nel cloak and the bit of an old mat which 
madam Wilfon gave her, becaufe the old 
woman would needs weed in wet weather. 
Her onions flie always carefully treafured 
up for her winter's ftore; for an onion 
makes a little broth very relifliing, and is 
indeed the only favoury thing poor people 
are ufed to get. She had alfo a fmall or- 
chard, containing about a dozen apple- 
trees, with which in a good year fhe has 
been known to make a couple of barrels of 
cyder, which fhe fold to her landlord to- 
E E 3 wards 
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wards paying h^r Tent, befidcs having a 
little keg which, (he was able to keep |?^ck 
for her own drinking. Well ! would you 
believe it, Giles and his boys marked both 
onions and apples for their own j indeed, 
a man who ftole fo many rabbits from the 
warren, was likely enough to ftesU onions 
for fauce. One day, when the widow was 
abroad on a little bufinefs, Qiles and his 
boys made a clear riddance of the onion 
bed; and when they had pulled up ev^ry 
fingle onion, they then turned a couple of 
pigs into the garden^ who, allured by the 
fmell, tore up the bed in fuch a manner, 
that the widow, when (he came home, had 
not the leaft doubt but the pigs had been 
the thieves. To confirm this opinion, they 
took care to leave the little hatch half open 
at one end of the garden, and to break down 
a flight fence at the other end. 

I wonder how anybody can find in his 
heart not to pity and refpeft poor old wi- 
dows ! There is fomething fo forlorn and 
helplefs in their condition, that methinks it 

is 
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is a call on every body, men^ women, and 
children, to do them all the kind fisrvices 
tHa* fall ia tJieii? way. Surely their having 
no one to take their part, is an additional 
reafonfiMT'hind)- hearted people not to hurt 
and opprefsi them. But it was this very 
reafon which, led Giles to. do this woman ail 
injury-.; Witfr.what a touching fimpdicity 
is it recorded in fcripture, of the youth 
whom btiT Bieffed Saviour raifed from the 
dcadj^t'bat he was the only fon of his mo* 
Aer, and'Jhe a widow ! 

It happened unluckily for poor widow* 
Prbwn that her cottage ftood quite alone. 
On feveral mornings together (for roguery 
gets up much earlier than induftry) Gile» 
and his boy5 ftole regularly into her or* 
chard, followed by their jack-affes. She 
was fo deaf that fhe could not hear the 
afles if they had brayed ever fo loud, and to 
this Giles trufted ; for he was very cautious 
in his rogueries ; iince he could not other- 
wife have contrived fo long to keep out of 
prifon \ for though he was almoft always 
E E 4 fufpefted. 
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fufpe£led, he had feldom been taken up, and 
never convidled. The boys ufed to fill their 
bags, load their affes, and then march off; 
and if in their way to the town where the 
apples were to be fold, they chanced to pafs 
by one of their neighhours who might be 
likely to fufpefl: them, they then- all at once 
began to fcream out, " Buy my coal Ir^buy 
^'myfandr 

Befide^ the trees in her orchard, poor 
widow Brown had in her fmall garden one 
apple-tree particularly fine ; it was a red- 
ftreak, fo tempting and fo lovely, that 
Giles's family had watched it with longing 
eyes, till at laft they refolved on a plan for 
carrying off all this fine fruit in their bags. 
But it was a nice point to manage. The 
tree ftood diredly under her chamber-win- 
dow, fo that there was fome danger that fhe 
might fpy them at the work. They there- 
fore determined to wait till the next Sun- 
day morning, when they knew fhe would 
not fail to be at church. Sunday came, 
and during fervice Giles attended. It was; 

a lone 



BLACK GILES THE POACHER. 425 

la lone boufe, as I iaid before, . and the reft 
of the parilh were fafe at church.- In a 
trice the tree was cleared, the bags were 
filled, the affes were whipped, the thieves 
were off, the coaft was clear, and all was fafe 
and quiet by the time the fermon was over. 
Unluckily, however, it happened, that 
this tree was fo beautiful, and the fruit fo 
jSne, that the people, as they ufed to pafs to 
and from the church, were very apt to ftop 
and admire widow BroWn's redftreaks; 
and fome of the farmers rather envied her 
that in that fcarce feafon, when they hardly 
expefted to make a pye out of a large or* 
chard, fhe was likely to make a caflc of cyder 
frorii a fmgle tree. I am afraid, indeed, if 
I muft fpeak out, fhe herfdf rather fet her 
heart too much upon this fruit, anA had felt 
as much pride in her tree as gratitude to a 
good Providence for it ; but this failing of 
hers was no excufe for Giles. The covet- 
eufnefs of this thief had for once got the 
better of his caution; the tree was too 
completely dripped, though the youngeft 

boy 
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boy Dick did beg hard tliat bis iatfaer wottU 
leave the poor old woman enough for a 
few dumplings ; and when Giles ordered 
Dick m:his turn to ihakethe tree, the haj 
did it fo gently that hardly any apples feli'^ 
for which he got agood.ftroke of the (lick 
with which the old man was beating down 
the apples. 

<■ The neighbours on their return from 
church flopped as ufual, but it was— not, 
alas ! to adniire the apples, for apfdes there 
were none left, but to lament the robbery, 
and confole the widow ; meantime, the rcd-^ 
flreaks were lafely lodged in Giles's hovd 
under a few bundles of new hay which he 
had contrived to pull from the farmers mow 
the night before, for the ufe of his jack 
affes. S#ch a ftir, however, began to be 
made about the widow's apple-tree, that 
Giles, who knew how much his character 
laid him open to fufpicion, as foon as he faw 
the people fafe in church again in the after- 
noon, ordered his boys to carry each a hat-^ 
ful of the apples and thruit them in at a 

little 
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little cafement window which h^pp^ned to 
be open in the hpufe of Samuel Price, a 
yery honefl: ca;:penter in tbat parilh, who 
was at chufch with his whole family. 
Giles's plan, by this contrivance, was to Jay. 
the theft on Price's fons in cafe the thing 
fhould come to be further incjuired into- 
Pere Dick put in a word, and begged and 
prayed his father not to force them to carry 
the apples to Price's. But all that he got 
by his begging was fuch a knock as had, 
nearly laid him on the earth. *' What,^ 
*' you cowardly rafcal," faid Giles, " you 
^^ will go and 'peach I fuppofe, and get 
*^ your father fent to gaol." 

Poor widow Brown, though her trouble 
ha;l made her ftill weaker than (he was, went 
to church again in the afternoon ; indeed 
ihe rightly thought that her being in trouble 
was •a new reafon why (he ought to go. 
During the fervice (he tried with all her 
might not to thiPxk of her redftreaks, and 
whenever they would come into her head, 
file took up her prayer book diredly, and 

fo 
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fo (he forgot them a little ; and indeed fhe 
found herfelf much eafier when fhe, came 
out of the church than when (he went in ; 
an eflfeft fo commonly produced by prayer, 
that me thinks it is a pity people do not try 
it oftener. Now it happened oddly enough, 
that on that Sunday, of all the Sundays in 
the year, the widow fhould call in to reft a 
little at Samuel Price's, to tell over again 
the lamentable ftory of the apples, and to 
confult with him how the thief might be 
brought to juftice. But, O reader ! guefs 
if you can, for I am fure I cannot tell you, 
what was her furprife, when, on going into 
, Samuel Price's kitchen, fhe faw her own 
redftreaks lying in the window ! The apples 
were of a fort too remarkable, for colour, 
fhape, and fize, to be miftaken. There was 
not fuch another tree in the parifli. Widow 
Brown immediately fcreamed out, *^ Alas-r 
" a-day ! as fure as can be here are my red- 
" ftreaks -, I could fwear to them in any 
*' court." Samuel Price, who believed his 
fons to be as honeft as himfelf, was fhocked 

iind 
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and troubled at the fight. He knew he 
had no redftreaks of his own ; he knew 
there were no apples in the window when 
he went to church ; he did verily believe 
thefe apples to be the widow's. But how 
they came there he could not poffibly guefs. 
He called for Tom, the only one of his fons 
who now lived at home- Tom was at the 
Sunday fchool, which he had never once 
miffed fmce Mr. Wilfon the minifter had fet 
up one in the parifh. Was fuch a boy 
likely to do fuch a deed ? • 

A crowd was by this time got about 
Price's door, among which were Giles and 
his boys, who had already taken care to 
fpread the news that Tom Price was the 
thief. Moft people were unwilling to be- 
Keve It. His charafter was very good, but 
appearances were ftrongly againft him. 
Mr. Wilfon, who had ftaid to chriften a 
child, now came in. He was much con- 
cerned that Tom Price, the bed boy in his 
fchool, fhould ftand accufed of fuch a crime. 
He fent for the boy, examined, and crofs 

examined 
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examined him. . No m^ks of guilt apu 
peared. But ftill though he pleaded hat 
guiify^ there lay the redftreaks in his father's 
window. All th^ idlb fellows in tlie place, 
who were mbfl: likely to have committed 
fuch a theft themfelves, were the very peo|Je 
who fell with vengeance on poor Tom. The 
wicked feldom give smy quarter. *' This 
*' is one of your fanflified ones !** cried 
they. " This was all the good that Sun- 
*' day fchools did ! For their parts they 
*' never faw any good come by religion. 
** Sunday was the only day for a little paf- 
*' time, and if poor boys muft be (hut up 
'' with their godly books, when they ought 
'' to be out taking a little pleafure, it was no 
'* wonder they made themfelves amends by 
" fuch tricks.'' Another faid, he fhould 
like to fee parfon Wilfon's righteous one 
well whipped. A third hoped he would 
be clapped in the (locks for a young hypo- 
crite as he was; while old Giles, who 
thought the only way to a\T>id fufpicbn: 
was by being more violent than the reft, 

declared. 
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c&clared, " that he hoped the ycmng dog 
^ would be tranfpoTted for life.'* ^ • 
^;'Mr. Wilfoti wa^ too wife and too juft to 
proceed Jigainft Tom without Ml proof. 
He declared the crime was a very heavy 
Qlie, ^nd Ke feared that heavy ihuft be the 
pumfhment. Tom^ who knet^ his owil in- 
Aocencc, e^rneftly prayed to dod that it 
uright-be made to ^pf>ear as ctear as the 
noon-day ;: and vefy fervent were his fecret 
devoti'oiYs on that night. 
-'Black Chiles paffed his night in a very 
different manner. .He fet off as foon as it 
was dark, with his fons and their jack-affes 
laden with' their ftolen goods. As fuch a 
cry was raifed about the apples he did not 
think it fafe'^ to keep them- longer at home, 
but refolved to go and fell them at the next 
town; borrowing without leave a lame colt 
out of the moor to affifl: in carrying off his 
booty. 

; Giles and his eldeft fons had rare fport 
all the way in thinking, that while they were 
enjoying the profit of their plunder, Tom'^ 
; Price 
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Price would be whipped round the market* 
place at leaft, if not fent beyond fea. But 
the younger boy Dick, who had naturally 
a tender heart, though hardened by his long 
familiarity with ifin, could not help crying 
when he thought that Tom Price might, 
perhaps, be tranfported for a crime which 
he himfelf had helped to commit. He had 
had no compundion , about the robbery, 
for he had not been inftrufted in the great 
principles of truth and juftice ; nor would 
he, therefore, perhaps, have had much 
remorfe about accufmg an innocent boy. 
But, though utterly devoid of principle, he 
had fome remains of natural feeling and of 
gratitude. Tom Price had often given him 
a bit of his own bread and cheefe ; and 
once, when Dick was like to be drowned, 
Tom had jumped into the pond with his 
clothes on, and faved his life when he was 
juft finking; the remembrance of all this 
made his heart heavy. He faid nothing ; 
but, as he trotted barefoot after the affes, 
he heard his father and brothers laugh at 

having 
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having outwiue4 thp gpdiy ones ; and he 
griaresd to think how poor Tom would fuf^ 
fer for hh wickednefs, yet fe^r kept him 
fileiit; thpy called him fulky dpg^ and 
lafhed the aflfes till they bled. 

la the mean time Tom Price kept up hia 
fpirits as well as he could. He worked hard 
all day, and prayed hieartHy night and mom* 
ing. It is true, faid h^ to himfelf, I am not 
guilty of this fin ; but let this accufation fet 
me on examining my&lf, and truly repent^ 
ing of all my other fins ; for I find enough 
to repent of, though I thank God I did 
not fteal the widow's apples* 

At length Sunday came^ and Tom went 
to School as ufual. As foon as he walked 
in, there was a great deal of whifpertng and 
laughing among the word of the boy$( 
and he overheard them (ay, " Who would 
** have thought it ? This is mafter's favour^ 
** ite ! This is parfon WJlfon's fober Tom* 
<« my ! We fca'nt have Tommy thro\vn in 
*^ our teeth again if we go to get a. bird's 
^ neft, or gfither a few nuts on a Sunday.'* 
VOL* V. F F " Your 
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** Your demure ones are always hypo- 
"crites/* fays another. "The ftiU fow 
" fucks all the milk/* fays a third. 

Giles's family had always kept clear of 
the fchool. Dick, indeed, had fometimes 
wiftied to go ; not that he had much fenfe 
of fin, or defire after goodnefs, but he 
thought if he could once read, he might 
rife in the world, and not be forced to drive 
affes all his life. Through this whole Sa- 
turday night he could not fleep. He longed 
to know what would be done to Tom. He 
began to wifli to go to fchool, but he had 
not courage ; fin is very cowardly. ' So on 
the Sunday morning he went and fat him- 
felf down under the church wall. Mr. 
Wilfon paffed by. It was not his way to 
rejeO: the moft wicked, till he had tried 
every means to bring them over ; and even 
then he pitied and prayed for them. He 
had, indeed, long left off talking to Giles's 
fons ; but, feeing Dick fitting by himfelf, 
he once more fpoke to him, defired him to 
leave off his vagabond life, and go with him 

into 
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into the fchool. The boy hung down his 
head, but made no anfwer. He did not^ 
however, either rife up and run away, or 
look fulky, as he ufed to do. The minifter 
defired him once more to go. ** Sir/' 
faid the boy, " I can't go ; I am fo big I 
** am aftiamed/'— -*' The bigger you are^ 
*' the lefs time you haye to lofe.'* — " But, 
« fif, I can't read."—" Then it is high 
" time you fliould learn."—" I (hould be 
** afliamed to begin to learn my letters."—* 
** The (hame is not in beginning to learn 
" them, but in being contented never to 
" know them/* — " But, fir, I am fo rag* 
" ged !"— " God looks at the heart and 
" not^ at the coat." — " But, fir, I have no 
^* Ihoes and ftockings*"— " So much the 
worfe. I remember who gave you both. 
(Here Dick colourec^.) It is bad to want 
fhoes and (lockings, but ftill if you can 
drive your affes a dozen miles: without 
them, you may certainly walk a hundred 
yards to fchool without them." — " But, 
F F a " fir, 



<c 
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*^ lir, the good boys will hate me, and 
<^« won't rpeak to me.^'— " Good boys hate 
*' nobody : and as to not fpeaking to yoit, 
" to be fure they will not keep you com- 
** pany while you go on in your prefent evil 
** courfes ; but as foon as they fee you wifh 
** to reform, they will help you, and pity 
^^ you, and teach you ; and fo iome along/^ 
Here Mr. Wilfon took this dirty boy by 
the hand, and gently pulled him forward, 
kindly talldng to him all the way, in the 
mod condefcending manner. 

How the whole fchool flared to fee Dick 
Giles come in ! No one, however, dared to 
fay what he thought. The bufinefe went 
on, and Dick flunk into a corner, partly to 
hide his rags, and partly to hide his fin j for 
laft Sunday's tranfaftion fat heavy on his 
heart, not becaufe he had ftolen the apples, 
but becaufe Tom Price had been accufed- 
This, I fay, made him flink behind. Poor 
boy ! he little thought there was One faw 
him who fees all things, and from whofe eye 

xxo 
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no hole nor corner can hide the finner ; 
*' for he is about our bed, and about our 
^^ paths, and fpieth out all our ways." 

It was the cuftom in that fchool, and an 
excellent cuftom it is, for the mafter, who 
was a good and wife man, to mark down 
in his pocket-book all the events of the 
week, that he might turn them to fome 
account in his Sunday evening inftrudions ; 
fuch as any ufeful ftory in the newfpaper, 
any account of boys being drowned as they 
were out in a pleafure-boat on Sundays, any 
fudden death in the pariih, or any other re- 
markable vifitation of Providence ; . info- 
much, that many young people in the place, 
who did not belong to the fchool, and 
many parents alfo, u&d to drop in for an 
hour on a Sunday evening, when they were 
fure to hear fomething profitable. The 
minifter greatly approved this pradice, and 
often called in himfelf, which was a great 
fupport to the mafter, and encouragement 
to the people who attended. 

F F 3 The 
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The matter had taken a deep concern m 

the ftory of widow Brown's apple-tree. He 

could not believe Tom Price was guilty, nor . 

dared he pronounce him innocent ; but he 

refolved to turn the inftruftions of the pre- 

fent evening to this fubjeft. He began 

thus : " My dear boys, however light fome 

^' of you may make of robbing an orchard, 

^' yet I have often told you there is no fuch 

^* thing as a little fin, if it be wilful or ha- 

' ^* bitual. I wifli now to explain to you, 

'' alfo,ihat there is hardly fuch a thing as a 

^^ftngle folitary fin. You know I teach you 

*' not merely to repeat the commandments 

" as an exercife for your memory, but as a 

*' rule for your conduft. If you were to 

^^ come here only^to learn to read and fpell 

" on a Sunday, I fhould think that was not 

" employing God's day for God's work ; 

" but I teach you to read that you may, 

<* by this means, come fo to underftand the 

*^ Bible and the Catechifm, as to make 

^^ every text in the one, and every queftiojpi 

" an4 
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** and anfwer in the othei', to be fo fixed 
'' in your hearts, that they may bring forth 
^' in you the fruits of good living." 

Mq/ier. How many commandments are 
there ? 

Boy. T^n. 

Majier. How many commandments did 
that boy break who ftole widow Brown's 
apples ? 

Boy. Only one, mafter ; the eighth, 
V Majier. What is the eighth ? 

Boy. Thou /halt notJieaL 

Mafter. And you are very fure that this 
was the only one he broke ? Now fuppofe 
I could prove to you that he probably broke 
not lefs than fix out of thofe ten command- 
ments, which the great Lord of heaven 
himfelf ftooped down from his eternal glory 
\o deliver to men, would you not, then, 
think it a terrible thing to fteal, whether 
apples or guineas ? 

Boy. Yes, mafter. 

Mafter. I will put the cafe. Some 
wicked boy has robbed widow Brown's or- 
chard. (Here the eyes of every one were 
F F 4 turned 
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turn^ on poor Tom Pric^^ tecept thc^e df 
Dick Giles, who fixed hi$ on the ground.) 
I accufe no one^ continued the maftei*, Tom 
Price is a good boy, and was not nniffiBg at 
the time of the robbery ; thefe are two rea*- 
fons why I prefume that he is innocent ; but 
whoever it was, you allow that by dealing 
thefe apples he broke the eighth commands 
ment? 

Boy. Yes, mafter. 

Majier^ On what day were thefe apples 
ftolen? 

Bby On Sunday, 

Majler. What is the fourth comtnand^ 
tnent ? 

Boy. Thou (halt keep holy the fabbathp 
day. 

Mq/ier. Does that perfon keep holy the 
febbath-day who loiters in an orchard on 
Sunday, when he (hould be at church, and 
fteals apples when he ought to be faying his 
prayers ? 

Boy, No, mafter. 

Mafter. What command does he break ? 

Boy. The fourth. 

Majier. 
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Majier. Suppofe this boy had parents 
who had fent him to church, and that he 
had difobeyed them by not going, would 
that be keeping the fifth commandment ? 

Boy. No, mafter ; for the fifth command- 
ment fays, Thou Jhalt honour thy father and 
thy mother. 

This was the only part of the cafe in 
which poor Dick Gileses heart did not fmite 
him ; he knew he had difobeyed no father ; 
for his father, alas ! was ft ill wickeder than 
himfelf, and had brought him up to commit 
the fin. But what a wretched comfort was 
this ! The mafter went on, 

Mafter. Suppofe this boy earneftly covet- 
ed this ft-uit; thoiigh it belonged to another 
perfon, would that be right ? 

Boy. No, mafter; for the tenth com- 
mandment fays, ThoUjbalt mt covet. 

Mafter. Very well. Here are four of 
God*s pofitive commands already broken. 
Now do you think thieves ever fcruple to 
vfe wicked words ? 

Boy. I am afraid not, mafter. 

Here 
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Here Dick Giles was nor fo hardened but 
that he remembered how many curfes had 
pafTed between him and his father while 
they were filling the bags, and he was afraid 
to look up. The mauer went on. 
' 1 willnow go one ftep further. If the 
thief, to all his other fins, has added that of 
accufing the! innocent to fave himfelf, if he 
fhould break the ninth commandment, by 
bearing falfe witnefs ^gain/i a harmlefs neigh- 
bour^ then fix commandments are broken 
. for an apple ! But if it be ptherwife, if Tom 
Price fhould be found guilty, it is not his 
good charafter fhall fave him. I fliall fhed 
tiears over him, but punifh him I muft, and 
that fcverely. " No, that you fhan't,** 
roared out Dick Gilesj who fprung from 
his hiding-place, fell on his knees, and 
burft out a-crying, " Tom Pric^ is as good 
*' a boy as ever lived ; it was father and I 
*' who ftole the apples !" ; • ; • 

It would have done your heart good to 
have feen the joy of the mafter, the modeft 
blufhes of Tom Price, and the ?;l^sfaaion 

of 
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of every honeft boy in the fchool. All 
fhook hands with Tom, and even Dick got 
fome portion of pity. I wifh I had room 
to give my readers the moving exhortation 
which the mafter gave. But while Mr. 
Wilfon left the guilty boy to the manage- 
ment of the mafter, he thought it became 
him, as a minifter and a magiftrate, to go 
to the extent of the law in punifliing the 
father. Early on the Monday morning he 
fent to apprehend Gfles. In the meantime 
Mr. Wilfon was fent for to a gardener's houfe 
two miles diftant, to attend a man who was 
dying. This was a duty to which all others 
gave way in his mind. He fet out diredly ; 
but what was his furprife, on his arrival, to 
fee, on a little bed on the floor, poaching 
Giles lying in .all the agonies of death ! 
Jack Wefton, the fame poor young man 
againft whom Giles had infonned for kil- 
ling a hare, was kneeling by him, offering 
him fome broth, and talking to him in the 
Hindeft manner. Mr. Wilfon begged to 

know 
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know the meaning of all this ; and Jack 
Wefton fpoke as follows : 

** At four this morning, as I was going 
** out to mow, paffing under the high wall 
*' of this garden, I hez^d a moft difmal 
*' moaning. The nearer I came the more 
*' difmal it grew. At laft, who (hould I fee 
•* but poor Giles groaning, ^nd ftruggling 
*' under a quantity of bricks and (tones, 
•' but not able to ftir. The day before he 
** had marked a fine large net on this old 
*' wall, and refolved to fteal it, for he 
*^ thought it might do as well to catch par* 
** tridges as to preferve cherries ; fo, fir, 
" {landing on the Very top of this wall, and 
*' tugging with all his might to loofen the 
*^ net from the hooks which fattened it, 
*' down came Giles, net, wall, and all ; for 
*' the wall was gone to decay. It was very 
" high mdeed, and -poor Giles not only 
*^ broke his thigh, but has got a terrible 
*^ blow on his head, and is bruifed all over 
*^ like a mummy. On feeing me, fir^ poor 

'^ Giles 
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" Giles cried out, * Oh, Jack! I did try to 
** ruin thee by lodging that information, 
"and now thou wile be revenged by letting 
" me ]ie here and peri£h/ ^ God forbid, . 
** Giles ! cried I ; thou Ihalt fee what fort of 
*• revenge a Chriftian takes/ So, fir, I fent 
*' off the gardener's boy'to fetch a furgeon^' 
" while I fcampered home and brought on 
** my back this bit of a hammock, which 
** is indeed my own bed, and put Giles np- 
•* on it ; we then lifted him up, bed and ally 
as tenderly as if he had been a genile^ / 
man, and brought him in here. My 
** wife has juft brought him a drop^of nice 
** broth ; and now, fir, as I have done what 
*' I could for hk poor perifliing body, it was 
** I who took the liberty to fend to you to 
** come to try to help his poor foul, for the 
" dodtor fays he can't live*'^ 

Mr. Wilfon could not help faying to him- 
felf, Such an aftion as this is worth a wdiole 
volume of comments on that- precept of our 
blefled Mafter, Love your mem'm ; do good 
to them that hate you. Giles's dying groans 
4 confirmed 
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confirmed the fad account Wefton had jufi; 
given. The poor wretch could neither pray 
himfelf nor attend to the minifter. He 
could only cry outj " Oh ! fir, what will be- 
*' come of me ? I don't know how to re- 
*' pent. O my poor wicked children ! Sir, 
f' I have bred them all up in fin and igno- 
" ranee. Have mercy on them, fir ; let 
*' me not meet them in the place of torment 
" to which I am going. Lord grant them 
" that time for repentance which I have 
" thrown away !** He languifhed a few days, 
and died in great mifery :-p-a frefli and fad 
inftance that people who abufe the grace of 
God and refift his fpirit, find it difficult to 
repent when they will. 

Except the minifter and Jack Wefton, 
no one came to fee poor Giles, befides 
Tommy Price, who had been fo fadly 
wronged by him. Tom often brought him 
his own rice-milk or apple-dumpling ; and 
Giles, ignorant and depraved as he was, 
often cried out, " That he thought now 
" there muft be fome truth in religion, 

' " fince 
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*' fince It taught even a boy to deny himfelf^ 
^^ and to forgive an injury.*^ Mr. Wilfon, 
the next Sunday, made a moving difcourfe 
on the danger of what are oaWtA^petty offences. 
This, together with the awful death of 
Giles, produced fuch an eflfeft, that no 
poacher has been able to ihew his head in 
that parifh ever fince. 



TAWNEY RACHEL; 

THE FORTUNE TELLER: 

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF 

DREAMS, OMENS, AND CONJURERS. 



1 AWNEY Rachel was. the wife of poach- 
ing Giles. There feemed to be a confpi- 
racy in Gileses whole family to maintain 
themfelves by tricks and pilfering* Regular 
labour and honefl: induftry did not fuit their 
idle habits. They had a fort of genius at 
finding out every unlawful means to fup- 
port a vagabond life. Rachel travelled the 
country with a balket on her arm. She 
pretended to get her bread by felling laces, 

cabbage^ 



Cabbage nets»baUads9 and hiftory bodes^and 
ufed to buy c^d rag& and rabbit fkins* 
Many honed people trade in tbefe things^ 
tod I am Aire t do not mean to fay a wc^-d 
againft honed people, let theixi trade m 
what they \vilL But Rachel only made 
this traffic a pretence for getting admittance 
into farmers' kitchens, in Order to tell for- 
tunes. 

She vrzs contimially praflifliig on the 
credulity of iilly girls i and took advantage 
of their ignorance to cheat and deceive 
theou Matiy an innocent fervant has (tic 
caufed to be fufpefted of a robbery, while 
ihe hetfelf, perhapi^, Was in league with the 
thief. Many a haJrmlefs maid has fhe 
brought to ruin by firft contriving plots and 
events herfelf, and then pretending to fore* 
tei tbetsL She had not, to be fure, the 
power of really foretelling things, becaufe 
lie bad no power of feeing into futurity : 
but fhe had the art fbmetimes to bting them 
Itbont according as fhe had foretold tbem. 

Vol. lit a a So 
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So flbegot that credit for her wifdom which^ 
really belonged to her wickednefs. 

Rachel was alfo a famous interpreter of 
dreams, and could diftinguifh exadly be- 
tween the fate of any two perfons who hap- 
pened to have a mole on the right or the 
left cheek. She had a cunning way of get- 
ting herfclf oflF when any of her prophecies 
failed. When (he explained a dream ac- 
cording to the natural appearance of things, 
and it did not cbme to pafs ; then (he would 
get out of that fcrape by faying, that this 
fort of dreams went by contraries. Now 
of two very oppofite things the chance al- 
ways is that one of them may turn out to 
be true J fo in either cafe fhe kept up the 
cheat. 

Rachel, in one of her rambles, (lopped 
at the houfe of Farmer Jenkins. She con* 
trived to call when (he knew the mafter of 
the houfe was from home, which indeed 
was her ufual way. She knocked at th© 
door; the maids' being in the field hay- 
* . making. 
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making, Mrs. Jenkins went to open k her- 
felf. Rachel afked her if flie would pleafe 
to let her light her pipe ? This was a com- 
mon pretence, when (he could find no other 
way of getting into a houfe. While (he 
was filling her pipe, fhe looked at Mrs. 
Jenkins, and faid^ (he could tell her fome 
good fortune. The farmer's wife, who was 
a very inoflfenfive, but a weak and fuperfti- 
tious woman, was curious to know what (he 
meant. Rachel then looked abdut very 
carefully, and (hutting the door with a myf- 
terious air, a(ked her if (he was fure nobody 
would hear them. This appearance of 
mydery was at once delightful and terrify- 
ing to Mrs. Jenkins^ who> with trembling 
agitation, bid the cunning woman fpeak 
out. " Then," faid Rachel in a folemn 
whifper, " there is to my certain knoW- 
•* ledge a pot of money hid under one of 
*' the (tones in your cellar.'*— " Indeed V 
tald Mrs. Jenkins, " it is impoffible, for 
^* now I think of it, I dreamt laft night I 
** was in prifon for debt."-^'* Did you 
p o a ** really ?*' 
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« reaHy ?" faid Rachel ; " that is quite far- 
•* prifing. Did you dream this before 
" twelve o'elodt or after ?''—«« O it was 
** this morning, juft before I awoke."— 
" Then I am Aire it is true, for morning 
•* dreams always go by Contraries,*' cried 
Rachel. ** How lucky it was you dreamt 
" it fo late/'-^Mrs. Jenkins could hardly 
contain her joy, and aiked how the money 
was to be come at. ^^ There is but one 
** way/' laid Rachel ; " I muft go into the 
/*^ cellar. I know by my art under which 
" ftonc it lies, but t muft not tell." That 
they both went down into the cellar, but 
Rachel refufed to point at the ftone unlels 
Mrs. Jenkins would put five pieces of gold 
into a bafon and do as ihe directed. The 
fimple woman, inftead of turning her out a£ 
doors for a cheat, did as fhe was bid. She 
put the guineas into a bafon which (he gave 
into Rachers hand. Rachel ftrewed fome 
white powder over the gold, muttered fome 
barbarous words, and pretended to perform 
the black art. She then told Mrs. Jenkins 

to 
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to put the bafon quietly down within the 
cellar ; telling her that if fhe offered to look 
into It, or even to fpeak a word, the charm 
would be broken. She alfo diredted her to 
lock the cellar door, and on no pretence to 
open It in lefs than forty-eight hours. 
** If," added (he, " you clofely follow thefe 
** direftions, then, by the power of my art; 
•^ you will find the bafon conveyed to the 
*• very ftone under which the money lied 
" hid, and a fine treafure it will be !*' 
Mrs. Jenkins, who firmly believed every 
word the woman faid, did exaflly as (he 
was told, and Rachel took her leave with a 
handfome reward. 

When farmer Jenkins came home he 
defired his wife to draw him a cup of cyder ; 
this fhe put off doing fo long that he began 
to be difpleafed. At laft fhe begged he 
would be fo good to drink a little beet in- 
ftead. He infilled on knowing the reafon, 
and when at laft he grew angry, (he told 
him all that had pafied ; and owned that at 
the pot of gold happened to be in the cydet 
o G 3 cellar. 
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cellar, ihe did not dare open the door, as 
Ihe was fure it would break the charm. 
" And it would be a pity you know," faid 
ihe, " to lofe a good fortune for the fake 
" of a draught of cyder.** The farmer, 
who was not fo eafily impofed upon, fuf- 
pefted a trick. He demanded the key, and 
went and opened the cellar door ; there he 
found the bafon, and in it five round pieces 
of tin covered with powder. Mrs. Jenkins 
burft out a-crying ; but the farmer thought 
of nothing but of getting a warrant to ap" 
prehend the cunning woman. Indeed ihe 
well proved her claim to that name, when 
fhe infifted that the cellar door might be 
kept locked till (he had time to get out of 
the reach of all purfuit. 

Poor Sally Evans ! I am fure fhe rued 
the day that ever (he liftened to a fortune* 
teller I Sally was as harmlefs a girl as ever 
churned a pound of butter ; but Sally was 
credulous, ignorant, and fuperftitious. She 
delighted in dream-books, and had confult- 
?d all th^ cunning women in the country 

to 
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to tell her whether the two. moles on her 
cheek denoted that (he was to have two 
huftands, or only two children. If flie 
picked up an old horfe-fhoe going to church, 
fhe was fure that would be a lucky week. 
She never made a black-pudding without 
borrowing one of the parfon's old wigs to 
hang in the chimney, iirmly believing there 
were no other means to preferve them from 
burfting. She would never go to bed on 
Midfummer eve without flicking up in her 
room the well-known plant called Midfum* 
mer-men, as the bending of the leaves to 
the right or to the left, would not fail to tell 
her whether Jacob, of whom we fliall fpeak 
prcfently^, was true or falfe. She would 
rather go five miles about than pafs near a 
church-yard at night. Every feventh year 
fhe would not eat beans becaufe they grew 
downward in the pod, inflead of upward ; 
and, though a very neat girl, fhe would ra- 
ther have gone with her gown open than 
have taken a pin from an old woman, for 
.fear of being bewitched. Poor Sally had fo 
004 many 
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many anlucky days in her calendar, that a 
Jarge portion of her time became of little 
nfe, becaufe on thefe days flie did not dare 
fet dK)ut any new work. And flie would 
have refufed the beft offer in the country if 
made to her on a Friday, which (be thought 
fo unlucky a day that (he often faid what a 
pity it was that there were any Friday in the 
week. Sally had twenty pounds left her 
by her grandmother. - She had long been 
eourted by Jacob, a fobcr lad, with whom 
flie lived fellow -fervant at a creditable farm- 
er's. Honeft Jacob, like his namefake of 
old, thought it little to wait feven years to 
get this damfpl to wife, becaufe of the love 
he bore her, for Sally had promifed to 
marry him when he could match her twenty 
pounds with another of his own. 

Now there was one Robert, a rambling^ 
iflle young gardener, who, inftead of fitting 
4own ftfadily in one place, ufed to roam 
about the country, and do odd jobs where 
he could get them. No onp underftoo4 
any thiiig about (iim» except that he was 2^ 

a down- 
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a down-looking fellow, who came nobody 
knew whence, and got his bread nobody 
knew how, and never had a penny in his 
pocket. Robert, \j^ho was now in the 
neighbourhood, happened to hear of Sally 
Evans and her twenty pounds. He imme- 
diately conceived a longing defire for the 
latter. So he wept to his old friend Rachel 
the fortune-teller, told her all he had 
heard of Sally, and pTon:iifed if. (he could 
bring about a marriage between them, (he 
fhould go fliares in the money. 

Rachel undertook the bufmefs. She fet 
off to the farm-houfe, and fell to finging 
one of her moft enticing fongs juft under 
the dairy window. Sally was fo ftruck with 
the pretty tune, which was unhappily ufed, 
. as is too often the cafe, to fet off fome very 
loofe words, that (he jumped up, dropped 
the {kimming di(h into the cream, and ran 
out to buy the fong. While (he (looped 
down to rummage the ba(ket for thofe fqngs 
which had the moft tragical pidures, (for 
g^|ly hafi a tender heart, and delighted in 
4 whatever 
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whatever was mournful,) Rachel looked 
ftedfaftly in her face, and told her (he knew 
by her art that (he was born to good for- 
tune, but advifed her not to throw herfelf 
away. " Thefe two moles on your cheek," 
added (he, " (hew you are in fome dan» 
*' ger.** — " Do they denote hufbands or 
•^children?" cried Sally, ftarting up, and 
letting fall the fong of the children in the 
wood.-—" Hufbands," muttered Rachel. — 
*'Alas! poor Jacob!'* faid Sally, mourn- 
fully, "then he will die fir ft, won't he ?" — 
" Mum for that,*' quoth the fortune-teller, 
** I will fay no more.'^ Sally was impatient, 
but the more curiofity (he difcovered, the 
more myftery Rachel affeded. At laft fbe 
faid, " if you will crofs my hand with a 
" piece of filver, I will tell your fortune. 
** By the power of my art I can do this three 
" ways ; firft by cards, next by the lines 
" of your hand, or by turning a cup of tea- 
" grounds ; which will you have ?" — " O, 
" all ! all !*' cried Sally, looking up with 
reverence to this fun-burnt oracle of wif- 

dom^i 
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dotn, who was poffefled of no lefs than 
three different ways of diving into the fe- 
crets of futurity. Alas ! ' perfons of better 
fenfe than Sally have been fo taken in ; the 
more is the pity ! The poor girl faid, flie 
would run up ftairs 16 her little box where 
ihe kept her money tied up in a bit of an 
old glove, and would bring down a bright 
queen Ann's fixpence very crooked. '^ I 
" am fure/' added (he, " it is a lucky one, 
'' for it cured me of a very bad ague lafl: 
*' fpring, by only laying it nine nights under 
** my pillow without fpeaking a word. But 
^' then you muft know what gave the virtue 
" to this fii^pence was, that it had belonged 
♦** to three young men of the name of John ; 
** I am fure I had work enough to get it. 
^' But true it is, it certainly cured me. It 
•' muft be the fixpence you know, for I 
^' am fure I did nothing elfe fpr my ague, 
** except indeed taking fome bitter ftuff 
♦' every three hours which the doftor called 
^^ bark. To be fure I loft my ague foon 
<^ after I took ii, but I am certain it W2|s 

" owing 
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♦* owing to the crooked (ixpence and not to 
** the bark. And fo, good womati, you 
•' may come in if you will, for there is not 
** a foul in the houfe but me/* This was 
the very thing Rachel wanted to know, and 
very glad (h^ \^as to learn it. 

While Sally was above ftairs umying her 
glove, Rachel flipped into the parlour, tooH 
a fmall filver cup from the beaufet,and clap-r 
ped it into her pocket, Sally ran down 
lamenting that (he had loft her fixpenoe, 
which (he verily believed was owing to her 
having put it into a left glove, inftead of a 
right one. Rachel comforted her by fay- 
ing, that if flie gave her two plain ones inr 
ftead, the charm would work juft as well. 
Simple Sally thought herfelf happy to be 
let off fo eafily, never calculating that a 
fmooth (hilling was worth two crooked fix- 
pences. But this fkill was a part of the 
black art in which Rachel excelled. She 
took the money and began to examine the 
lines of Sally's left hand. She bit her 
withered lip, ihook her head, and bade her 

poor 
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poor dupe beware of a young man, who 
bad black hair. " No indeed," cried Sally 
all in a fright, " you mean black eyes, for 
" our Jacob -has got brown hair, 'tis hi« 
** eyes that are black."—" That is the very 
" thing I was going to fay," muttered 
Rachel, " I meant eytB though I faid hair, 
" for I know his hair is as brown as a chef- 
" nut, and his eyes ^s black as a lioe.**— * 
" So they are fure enough," cried Sally, 
** how in the world could you know that ?** 
forgetting that fhe herfelf had juft told her 
fo. And it is thus that thefe hags pick oat 
of the credulous all which they afterwards 
pretend to reveal to them^ " O, j know a 
" pretty deal more than that," faid Rachel^ 
*' but you muft be aware of this man/^— 
" Why fo," cried Sally with great qmck-» 
iiefs : " Becaufe," anfWered Rachel, " yoa 
•• aire fated to marry a man worth a hundred 
" of him, who has blue eyes, light hair^ 
•* and a ftoop in the flioulders." — " No^ 
•^ indeed, but I can't,? faid Sallys ** I iuvti 
** pramifed Jacob, and Jacob i will marry/* 

— "^ Yon 
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*— " You cannot, child," returned Rachef^ 
in a folemn tone ; " it is out of your power^ 
" you ^x^ fated to marry the grey eyes and 
*^ light hair."—" Nay, indeed," faid Sally, 
iighing deeply, ** if . I ani fated, I muft; 
••^ I know there's no refifting one's fate/' 
Th5i?*i$ ;i common cant with poor deluded 
girls, who are not aware that they them- 
felves make their fate by their folly, and 
then complain there is no refifting it. — 
« What can I do?" faid Sally. " \ will 
" tell you that too,' faid Rachel. " You 
** muft take a walk next Sunday afternoon 
** to the church.yard, and the firft man you 
*' meet in a bhie coat, with a large pofy of 
** pinks and fouthernwood in his bofom, 
" fitting on the church-yard wall, about 
" feven o'clock, he will be the man." — 
•' Provided," faid Sally, much difturbed^ 
•^ that he has grey eyes, and ftoops." — 
" O, to be fure," faid Rachel, " otherwife 
"it is not' the right man." — "But if I 
" fliould miftake," faid Sally, " for two 
" men may happen to have a egat and eyes 

" of 
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*• of the fame colour ?*' — " To prevent 
" that/' replied Rachel, " if it is the right 
^ man, the two firft letters of his name will 
" be R. P. This man has got money be-* 
** yond fea."-— "*0, 1 do not value his mo- 
** ney,*' faid Sally, with tears in her eyes, 
" for I love Jacob better than heufe x)r 
** land J but if I am fated to marry an- 
" other, I can't help it ; you know there 
" is no ftruggling againft my fate/' 

Poor Sally thought of nothing, and 
dreamt of nothing all the week but the 
blue coat and the grey eyes. She made a 
hundred blunders at her work. She put 
her rennet into the butter-pan, and her 
(kimming difli into the cheefe-tub. She 
gave the curd to the hogs, and put the 
,whey into the vats. She put her little 
knife out of her pocket for fear it fhould 
cut love, and wbuld not flay in the kitchen, 
if there was not an even number of people, 
left it fhould break the charm. She grew 
cold and myfterious in her behaviour to 
faithful Jacob, whom fhe truly loved* But 

th^ 
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the more fhe thought of the fortuiie-teller^ 
the more (he was convinced that brown 
hair and black eyes were not what (he was 
fated to marry^ and therefore, though (he 
trembled to think it, Jaccrb could not be 
the man. 

On Sunday (he was too uneafy to go id 
church; for potjr Sally had never been 
taught that her being dneafy was only a 
frefh reafon why (he ought to go thither. 
She fpent the whole afternoon in her little 
garret, drefSng in all her beft. Firft (he 
put on her red ribbon^ which (he had 
bought at laft Lammas fair : then (he re* 
Collefted that red was an unlucky colour^ 
and changed it for a blue ribbon, tied in a 
true lover's knot ; but fuddenly calling to 
mind that poor Jacob had bought this knot 
for her of a pedlar at the door^ and that (he 
had promifed to wear it for his fake, her 
heart fmote her, and (he laid it by, (ighing 
to think (he was not fated to marry the man 
who had given it to hen When (he had 
looked at herfelf twenty times in the glafi^ 

(for 



{fof ohe vaifl adlioA aUvayS brings ofi to-^ 
Gthei-) Ihe fet off, trfembliftg afid fhaking 
6tery ftep fhe went.^ She walked eagerly 
tot^ards the church'-yatd, not daring td 
tedk to th6 right or left, for feat* fhe flioiild 
fpy Jacob, who would hive offered to walk 
wkh her, and fo have fpoilt all. As foon 
as fhe came within fight of the wallj fl>d' 
fpied si tnan fitting upon it. Her heart 
beat violently. She looked agaJri ; but alas! 
the ftranger not only hafd on a black coat, 
biit neither hair nor eyes anfwered the de- 
fcription. She now happened to cafl: her 
eyes on the church-clock, aiid found (he 
was two hours before her iimt. This was 
feme coftifort. &he walked away and got 
rid of the two hours as well as fhe could, 
paying great attention as ftie went not to 
walk over any flraws which lay acrofs, and 
carefully looking to fee if there were never 
an old hcrfe-fhoe in the way,- that irifaUible 
fymptom of good forttine^ While the 
clock was flriking feveii,* fhe returned to the 
church-yard, arid, O ! the wonderful power 
VOL. V. H H of 



466 TAWNEY RACHEL*' 

of fortune-tellers ! there fhe faw him ! there 
fat the very man! his hair as light as flax^ 
his eyes as blue as butter-milk, and hi» 
Ihoulders as round as a tub. Every tittle 
agreed, to the very nofegay in his waiftcoat 
button-hole. At firft indeed (he thought 
it had been fweetbrier, and, glad to catch 
at a ft raw, whifpered to herfelf, it is not he, 
and I fhall marry Jacob ftill ; but on look-' 
ing again, fhe faw it was fouthernwop^lain 
enough, and that of courfe all was over. 
The man accofted her with fome very non- 
fenfical, but too acceptable, compliments. 
Sally was naturally a modeft girl, and but 
for Rachers wicked arts, would not have 
bad courage to talk with a ftrange man; 
but how could (he refift her fate you know ? 
After a little difcourfe, fhe afked him, with 
a trembling heart, what might be his name ? 
Robert Price at your fervice, was the an* 
fwer. " Robert Price ! that is R. P. as 
" fure as I am alive, and the fortune-teller 
" was a witch ! It is all out ! it is all out I 
** O the wonderful art of fortune-tellers !'' 

The 
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' The little fleep (he had that night was 
difturbed with dreams of graves, and ghofts, 
and funerals ; but as they were morning 
dreams, (he knew thofe always went by 
contraries, and that a funeral denoted a 
wedding. Still a figh would now and then 
heave, to think that in that wedJiug Jacob 
could have no paft. Such of my readers 
as know the power which fuperftition has 
over the weak and credulous mind, fcarcely 
need be told, that poor Sally*s unhappinefs 
was foon completed. She forgot all her 
vows to Jacob ; (he at once forfook an 
honeft man whom {he loved, and confented 
tp marry ^dranger, of whom (he knew 
nothing, from, a ridiculous notion that (He 
was compelled to do fo by a decree which 
fhe had it not in her power to refift. She 
married . this Richard Price, the ftrange 
gardener, whom (lie foon found to be very 
wortblefs, and very much in debt. He 
bad no fuch thing as ". money beyond 
<' fea,'' as the fortune-teller had told her ; 
but alas ! he had another wife there. He 
.. ^« 2 got 
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got immediate poiliefiion of Sally's twenty 
pounds. Rachel put in for her fhare^ but 
he refufed to give her a farthing, and bid 
her get away or he would have her taken 
up on the vagrant a£l. He foon ran away 
from Sally, leaving her to bewail her own 
weakiiefs ; for it was that indeed, and not 
any irrefiftible fate, which had been the 
caufe of her ruin. To complete her mifery, 
flie herfelf was fufpefted of having (tolen the 
filver cup which Rachel had pocketed. 
Her mufter, however, would not profecutc 
her, as fhe was falling into a deep decline, 
and fhe died in a few months of a broken 
heart, a fad warning to all credulous 
girls. 

Rachel, whenever Ihe got near home, 
ufed to drop her trade of fortune-telling, 
and only dealt in the wares of her bafket. 
Mr. Wilfon, the clergyman, found her one 
day dealing out fome very wicked ballads 
to fome children. He went up with a view 
to give her a reprimand ; but had no fooner 
begun his exhortation than up came a 

conftable. 
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Cpnftable, followed by feveral people,— 
" There fte is, that is fhe, that is the ol4 
" witch who tricked my wife out of thq fivQ 
" guineas/* faid one of them. " Do your 
" of^ce conftable, feiz? that old bag. She 
may tell fortunes and find pots of gold ia 
*^ Taunton gaol, for there fhe will have no- 
" thing elfe to do ?" This was that very 
farmer Jenkips, whofe wife had been 
cheated by Rachel of the five guineas. He 
had taken pains to trace her to her own 
p^rifli : he did not fo much value the lofs 
pf th^ money, as he thought it was a duty 
he owed the public to clear the country of 
fuch vermin. Mr, Wilfon immediately 
cpmmitted her. She took her trial at the 
next affiles, when ihe was fentenced to a 
year's imprifonment. In the meantime, the 
pawnbroker to whom flie had fold the filver 
cup, which fte had ftolen from poor Sally's 
niafter, impeached her j and as the robbery 
was fully proved upon Rachel, fhe was fen- 
t^nced for this crime to Botany Bay j and 
a, happy day i^ was for the coyi^ty of So- 

merfet. 
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xnerfet, when fuch a nuifance was fent out 
of it. She was tranfported much about the 
fame time that her hufband Giles loft his 
life, in ftealing the net from the garden- 
wall, as related in the fecond part of poach- 
ing ^Giles. 

I have thought it my duty to print this 
little hiftory, as a kind warning to all you 
young men and maidens not to have any- 
thing to fay tO) cheats^ impojiors^ cunning 
ivomen^ fortttne-tellers^ conjurers^ and inter^ 
f refers of dreams. Liften to me, your true 
friend, when I aflure you that God never 
reveals to weak and wicked women thofe 
fecret defigns of his providence, which no 
human wifdom is able toforefee. To con- 
fulr thefe falfe oracles is not only foolifli, 
but finful. It is foolifh, becaufe they are- 
themfelves as ignorant as thofe whom they 
pretend to teach ; and it is finful, becaufe 
it is prying into . that futurity which God, 
in mercy as well as wifdom, hides from men, 
God indeed o?'ders all things ; but when 
you have a mind to do a foolifh thing, do 

not 
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not fancy you are fated to do it. This is 
tempting Providence, and not tru fling him. 
it is indeed charging God with folly. Pru- 
dence is his gift, and you obey him better 
when you make ufe of prudence, under the 
direction of prayer, than when you madly 
run into ruin, and think you are only fub- 
mitting to your fate. Never fancy that you 
are compelled to undo yourfelf, or to rufh 
upon your own deflruflion, in compliance 
with any fuppofed fatality. Never believe 
that God conceals his will from ^ fober 
Chriftian who obeys his laws, and reveals 
it to a vagabond gypfey who runs up and 
down breaking the laws both of God and 
man. King Saul never confulted the^witch 
till he had left off ferving God. The Bible 
will direft us what to do better than any 
conjuror, and there are no days unlucky 
but thofe which we make fo by our own 
vanity, fin and folly. 

END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME. 
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